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With India reaching the historic milestone of 75 years of independence, the occasion calls for
both celebration and contemplation of its journey. Unlike most of the third-world countries that
gained independence with India, which have failed to entrench and inculcate democratic ethos,
India, on the other hand, has been a bastion of a flourishing democracy even in the face of
onslaughts like the National Emergency of 1975. However, while India has come a long way
from where it started, an unbiased retrospective evaluation of the past would bring to light the
deliberate neglect of monumental parts of Indian history. It is with this backdrop that Azadi ka

Amrit Mahotsav would play an instrumental role.

The Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav campaign is a tribute to India’s struggle for independence,
aiming to highlight the sacrifices of unsung heroes who played a crucial role in securing the
nation’s freedom. To mark this historic milestone, the Government of India has initiated
numerous events and projects under the Amrit Mahotsav umbrella, encouraging widespread
public participation in the celebrations. A key objective of the campaign is to promote and
preserve India’s rich cultural heritage, ensuring that its legacy continues to inspire future
generations. Beyond merely commemorating independence, Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav seeks
to honor the lesser-known freedom fighters whose contributions have often been overlooked.
By bringing their sacrifices to light, the initiative aspires to instill a sense of national pride and
responsibility among today’s youth, motivating them to actively participate in nation-building.
Academic institutions and researchers play a vital role in this endeavor by documenting,
analyzing, and disseminating knowledge about India’s freedom movement. In line with this
vision, the latest issue of Indraprasth Shodh Sandarsh represents a collective effort to
contribute to this ongoing discourse, fostering a deeper understanding of India’s historical

journey and its implications for the future.

This issue of the Indraprastha Shodh Sandarsh has research titles like SR TadadT ATaTer 3T
a7 fasufaat ufte & fagiw g=f #, Role of Urdu Press in India’s Freedom Movement, ST

AT AT o fafsr=T STramy = fasdworenss 37529, which acknowledge and bring to light several

unexplored facets of the Indian freedom struggle. The article wd=ar sum & wwha 1 =R uniquely

elucidates the significant role that Sanskrit played in invigorating the freedom struggle. It has



several other perceptive contributions to develop a comprehensive understanding of the

freedom struggle from an unconventional standpoint.

With the hope and expectation that the affection and guidance of all of you well-wishers will

continue to play the role of a guide in keeping Indraprasth Shodh Sandarsh moving forward.

Editor
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I THTS] W o € SISt S 7T b1 aweleh 1 8, 1 o ot T are fofortiy srapfer s drwor et
T, ST 38 0 ST ofT STTEHAVT §T ST I8 AT AT dcehled 370 Ut et § e foparm 2 fob 3 atetiae o
w1feh Hferd X 3ehT ST ETAT | et o feam 36t waf o awfid 1757 9o 9d a1 o o ot fopeft oft sy
T STIT SATIRR T Brear o, =12 36 fore 34 foran oft werd it 1 o v, fobe, aterian & o1 fosfiferr 5
TN TS iR TS WIHTST F ARA | 379 T A Tee & T3 ) 3R 32 agd & e 8 TR
(1876), AT (1904) #iethT (1935-36) I ST (1937) Tl FHHRT: WA § e T (ST SIS ht Aerelreqy sl
o kT H S 5w a1 H S JAICTET |l I W ST AT ST SISt off, ol S@Tg thehel o hI0T WA
TR T ST Bt T foRa, foheq e B & oft 9 T Se § @ T, 79 T MR S A T 30 TET
TEE L SIS IMEA T AT o1 TRFT Toham 37T Ot 38 AT o SIa8 i 1947, HT Siaul do i
ST T | o] 37 &t el O forett +ff Sforemershme = 1 qf gfvuTe foram ST 1 € 90 &9 1 3fdemg &l Tehe i & T
foru, it farfesT sfoemerml & g forftaa amft o ST1em ot € Tt St 3TTetraT AT 21 g9 31fie =1 7w o
Tt e fadeft sfoemesnmil 3 wiet a1 STolier ®9 & R 1 FHvaet et sae fafsrfiy v et gftmma @@ s
T 1 S R € fohq 3 forwadt ahr oft 3 sfommeeRrl & SR STedaet o wrge T S A ward: S oft
FFYH ST ATATER0T ST ST 2| UM &1 U g o shTet H1a| i $eai o 370 |ifeedl # WTd i STaemTee: &9
% & Tfire foram 2 onfiy 371k STl oX 3 v oht ForsfiferT oh1 1 haret Sg1fed ahid & aifoes STt SIme o o g1
AT % T R ST T8 &, shi it {iferd ahtd &) 724 % THefer/eia s o forwar 91853 o fore o Sitfer =y 4tk
TEo o TenTiRTa BT &) 570 3 W | ST % TS 2 G fohall ST T T, 2hT 319k SATeA =T i Y Wi o ot
3 3T JIRT-CTIUT hXd §| SHT TR & 1857 o HoY bl T $761 W T HITSA EacaAdT I el o7 3T
39 fawa § i 3= 1857 § 1859 T %@ feitr 3R o forer o Sfifer sf1a o H/reshl @ 1959 | 7 W 3feam ar
TR SFEUET & T & qeas 9 # YRR U, F oft 39 qearioh BT 3@ ST wehar 21 fohd, 35 30 gfgenmor w6t o
SufaRft afties § R &1 3@ arar 4 ¥t oft Sgifed 7 foram F® shremerR S Sufareht siemert &
HATAHT AT A & o It T o 30 TET i 3o T SRS A 6 THE MG FHRUT § Tehe AT
it & wwE| S, AT o SR A bt W 39k & GIUHI0T i ST THerdT S IUTHawiT ShaeTaenri #ht
TS 3 it et TRTaT| 37| BT, 3 oi@eh! 9 0 FaThal 1853 H ford 7Tg eiai 1 df Seoi@ foham & lifeh
ST gThT STRTRTHA TN AT g af Bt T aidl & fohq 1857 | 1859 ATl oi@l T M & & | 36 o1 H et
T % T B T IGTIed AT HUT e 3239 2
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7 Y, rcETed 1 QU e A aftie s givTa TE o geT 8, e i § uferen & wiwer @
AR o & ST 7 i 21 Tt o, o oTTHT & U TSt 38 TR 21 a1 e fersgr 21 o,
TE ITSOT 3 o GO 379 @A & U T U o o IR (e ST IUTSITT & IIITT Lk AT G & & S 37k
Toren e o @ 9, 98 T 3ok <1 o Hreigy fehaTT o fore e wivwor sh amareor ffefe s <t e, forer 3 < #
HEAGRT a7 ohT Shifct 3ht SWTETY, Teret Brelt off| e 31ef 3, 3 TR o 3 it 1 < o fSerept o aarefier ar oo
A YIHTSIATE! ARl & T shaol TT1er NN oL T&T T, Sfeeh 3 29N o 2HfeT Sftad § &deld T & Seh!
HEHT Rl foreha oL 31T Fhoael HTHTST ohT Tt T T TaT o ST 3T gIoehior & o Wi 371X = ol sigd Hecaqul
ftrerT § T €, Fifer 39 wiwor <t wfafsram § 3 shifr R stavarmet AEd 2 38f 1850 1860 A9 IR &
T ST ST AR & T chalct ST foRaT o sifcen Teieh Tidfafer o 9T 3fS TereRt aftormi st s foram om ek
TTfecd ol Sk 32 39 U § foraT o, & 37997 ¥ I8 J1d 8idT & fo i sl 1857 i shifa st @fek fagre =
BIRT Tk U1 37T Erfesd shifd off, e s e & oot &fer 31 st TSerel do 3 SR 3t wefierd & off
HIT 3EHT HT0T TSI T o7 & foheq] 386 312k Aieapfareh o]

TR M1 BTt 3 FormoT shtd §U 39 10 ST 1853 o o § fofad & fo WIRa T et = vt SATshu0y
ToparT TR 12, Tt it 3 o § 31T fofieq) ST o SATSHT A 9T ol T 3 veet forelt = 7t famm)! TR Sfs
o 39 T o WS o S ! ITETT A ol AT S 352 ST P ohT Ueh T 362 370 IS ohl ST
& T ot SR forfowm oft 7 o T A1 et A e 3 arett o @ foR 31 36t T o < <= 6l ST g
SET FT ST TlerT o SR ST 1 Hio 9 A TSI A ot STATF MYUHRT T S 8 TTH e 30
HIATSE 1 € o1 M T foTaT om|* SR 38eh 1T o STel Uoh AT SAUST bl A § Sgd Shildehil srgeirall o aesh
TG &, T S TR o GHIS e oTvel T & ST 8 71T § forepfia St et e v o, % for oft feaerdt g
A & | TR o AT 31 SHTST SHET i JUGRT ST o AT T e S@d g8 3¢ Wi STE 7 AT 2| 39T I8
forgia gt 32 3 fore o B &1 Wehd &, iR T8t W ovel HH qeh ST forehie 1 % arer g o asft at
SRS sht TTOHT % o o $icis HTfS AT &0 & Srfarerfrd & 9, foh WA H T AT FohT ohl AR eh
37efeiat foren it 21 bt o o a1 €1 e & 37O TTfr Bt enfi sheh Sifaren Tt T wed et atef e
& 1 T bl g foham ol 39 o1 sh 9fE o T R €l TR WA o STl i STk T =g Sgetdl g3l
et 2, U= shieT & oot 19 S T1dTeeT & UgeT STk doh SEeh! THTISIeh Refd Tafiatda &t s+ wi & | Farfua
&G U STECT T et S AR bl TaT T STl HTET ST =T & 36 GAIS o Giel shl Gl | S0 hred §
FUT RART BRI 6 BT o SHIT §U ST ST bl HITAT AT TR 3k s1Gct H ST Foa STl hl WofaT oIT;
38 TR, TEl o G o foTC el AT ST ST 27| YR TR SHTS T Uoh ST S0 811 8| 91 2R
ST ST 3T H1E ST Yot § o SHeh A ol Tk o @I, of TINT SIT SRTHT 1 e A &, 3T d’ T &M
| T T SIS aTferat ST et H foret 7 foreft aXE T W 9T Ue e 3Tav IR Ted 8 TR 37 sl off st
T AT et 3 -9 S Tt S A H e € 7SR | A =iet i 37 g ars St 1 frfewr stmshworenry
T TR AT e o1 AT faaT 3T =0 ol T8 R ST |° 36 TohR © HIH WA ohl TFg, 3T ahieTet ohl T
FLTE, TE A IS o Tl bl o ISP FLTE 8 | I 18 T Tt qoh WA T fob T ST HIRL IThT fHeh1
frEfid = 1 2 fohg 10T o pfcad SRImat & 9Ra Sqeashdt i sIfierT & g1 faa o ofR Sush wum S A o
T ST 21 e o AT AT BTt 361 T HeRT H ohs I bl 7 WL BIS-BIE el %l W & [Swai 7o
I FIR1 o w7t Ot STt farfRTe fiyehT shl SHTQ T@ o7 SR Ue 590 e ohl wTioren feerfer it e &t off foraen
3 7 Y A €9 A 3R T e g 78 T2 oft 31fq e s oft) wed 3 7 fraedt 8 v o i
=1 AT <11 o GHehel Ta | Sfet fordi 9T g8 & el 9id 2l s31aeh Sffireht oft ISR erell & foreeht geienT
ter e | fopar SITaT a1 YR o1 T Te AT YRR T IO 2raT, foheg Su-orft = = 37ef o 37ef &t faam|
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I o TTHT 6 ToReY 3T JUI Td gU o foreard & TR I8 90l 3 T51e 2l e |t <ht weh qut Rte & s gt
ofT TSTEeh SRT UTH VRIS o T ! GIHAT § GHET ST HehdT 8] “dRTIfcre giE &, TTia <8Td T uET feed gt §
S o © A1 TR TS SUSTS: 3T HHL STHIA BT 8, TSI g18 §, 98 T e AT e o THH 81T 2l 31
T afRed B T 3 e TR % STHET 3R FHEH B §; 9, STufd qREd, ST STHAR W e o HTHe 6t
@IS AT &, I (T o STTTET ST o FICRT hLaT &, Jierd i S hLdT & T 39 e & e
TSI S T T hTH AT 2l T T UET &, Foreh e gent saferd wvma A ittt qom a6
ST o T 7 IEehT F&H THHN 36 WEdR 8 Gerd ST IWIh ATk ST adll § | HOMH(IARY) T 1
feaTer-fordTer T & ST S8 Wvaferd &t <fisl I ST HATSl H a1 il 8 AR (Shiar) AR drdt (ol T
1 HIhIETT) SHH ATCTAT 2T <HTH ST ST SHT 2T Tl THTHT T Teh il & GEL el S aTed AT i et b
TEATT 7R ST TeTT AT GBIl &, TNl b1 ohrel el o et Aoet € STfeeh S[ST gaTl HIeqH BT &, 377 Tl o
I I8 FEC! T ATAIEHT AT & S 376 A0 H 7EE T | T shaferrdt Siv a1ier o Efierrady ot T e 2,
AT 3, ToATE I3+ T 36k TFI-Y H TR 3T &l ATeATall 31 Hidl 1 gaiiese Gt o forg Tt sifear 21 ST,
ST T ST TR | TSI AT 8| Thel HIEST ST {1 o HUL IT1a o ol bl T A foran e 2, fawars o =)
TASITET STV ST STt 371fE oft St 21 3 STferehTy ST et €t ST & i oh1 ool ht 21 36 Johrd bt
ST TR Tt TIHT T AN} T TR T T T AT 1 Ho HYIh S e 3aTe 3] fod guwe
T 3 e T - TR A 21° o AT TR o € o e srereen i © =it AT 81 ST =g R a1
ft w foreg Tiial & frmam st gt Sraen % 9 W et it @ 99d B 8 39 TER e @
i {cTeh (HTEp deh X et BT &) 37efciar 7ot Sffireht e e shem ear 211

T, FHTet AR et ol WA el ST o TN o R Fvaieel STeh I FHTEIR 0 sTgd & 91 gfe Td
o1, Sr0e 9 T A TR Graelt 3T Tt o1 ok 2| SE TR 3w fierd o et &t gt +ft st ot 3|feig 1850-
60 o He ST T ST Trwaiferd |t 3eh g forell 718 © S IAR et T78d: @ ST ekl g foheg wvqot amft
T 3T SooiE AW SRR BT & Toh SIS WHTST 5 WA 1 T8 1 {31 7R 98 IRd & fog sguantt an
fomTTenrt 21 TRt FTot e § S o S eear R Sud wia i ot a1 g8 se a1l a1 & vra
T ST o ZI Toreqa foh ST @ SATAT hl A &1 560k |1 &1 R shl YSiT o ofcl T §7eAS | SiT et ShR ™ eqTiua
BT I, I WA HT O] IS 39T T&T AT STk WA i T8 ot 8 STroft syfirshr fwim <a1 om!! =& 7 e 3
ST € 1853 H st ol SATfefeh Betd ShToh AT 81 bt off 3T 8 AIATTSIT 31T 371 shll o6 |1 AT 37 AT
fig o T T T et o T off| AR et Y 5 YRR o gtehal i SEd wed fevauft s g Wi i
ATERTIRIT 2T+ S5 & salTeh! & IS HLd 2| o W o o TSTISAT 6 SATIET S 3h WA WSS o I o6
fore fSrtert ATd € ST wRAT 3faeTe o agd & Wd shelel id 8U Hed @ 1o HRd T 3701 i3 31de el 8,
TR 3TIH STTSHAVRTIET o fererd bt € vear 2112 7R 3 sfoaer Far & S for wer stenforega @t & fmfor &
FEANT AT 8, F(oh 3 3818 FHHIATST 7 W o TTH TTURTSAT shl ST <311 ST i ol T8 foart ST S F
off 37 B T IHRT A8 T fZam| > ST T 3afore foran aifen fortT 3 wet fopw, ST Jrwara ot vt srewd of
=T gafort o 1838 H 1o sk § A2t ara forelt & for gam fetar st ot feramn & sfiq € gu ot e
1" 9T ST AR S UfE 3 Secft o USTRAR Hicfehd % gaTel § o €, foF o 37 % e i off secft
ArTient & +ft 31fie e SR T eI 2| iRt oRarRTa 7 +ff U wiid HeTar fows ot 7, et sTot st
5T o6 SITaI[E AT sreTell § ferfeem et =t =ifora 2 foa @, fome e & &d gamdl wioTd STk gHI o oTH gU e,
3 fSmeh st wr=iier ST o ittt o w9 § Se 3w I o &9 5 srarr et of e #1597 | e
3 Tt AT g % R At Hrerd R % on A ferererett & G oft w72 810 1 o TSTEAT ArefaeRe %
FATCl & WA 1 HEAT 1 Seci & Tl e, e o TR sht J0rdfier syt 31 et <t |7 71 T2 8 qen s6e e
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o T o ST T Siifeh 912 Y 31 ST qoh foreqa o, o STRcd i +ff AT &1 o1 A7f AR WwRd
21 39k g1 € STTheITet & B | STe 3T M o &9 H ST ohT Sl ST k] TN b1 TR=meh & 7 foh
forgw o) e forforam S oft o€ &1 (1783 -93 & mrewr o) 1o wnfee § ford )

T, TR T e | RS ST, S I8 fqeiensh sed ©, o SIS aaey 4 8 & foeged ®
&1 S LA © o I SUh! TR o TR o6 TeTq AT Wi 7 Bl IfEm 3 dTfesh i o SR T
8 HS T Wl BT TATH A & 3T TR o GHT = 71 2l of STTeireT ot o 8116 78T of 39ferg L § aifeh
TR TR aferft feiqe Tt § samaes 9e S 7, IRt 3 fEafor Rt g w9 6 o =nfe ot fohg g aremed 7 o
R a3 T T o e Tera i 37T STTeshielt ot fan, foraet o ATenfony@ &1 )

F gsfiarat forfot st +ft Taiferd ed @ 3R forad & o6 3 g wrvram o1 fore et 3em 2t © 38
foresper foroia serem S1o JufHaRil # Sl 21 AT, §9eh el TSGR bl ST B Al $oh IS FHHT Sareia
IR0 217 SR IThT T ToeT o =Ad 1857 T Shifel TSI L& GROT L foram|'™ W hl 7 o oAt
SIS 2T ST a7 T o BTN 37 0 Sidv 3 3 fégal o e ST syder o wRa F i Ui
A I-e fegal ST qaerHHI o o foeg o, Ghﬁmaﬁtamaﬁaaﬁ?ﬁwwwww
%ﬁﬁﬁwaﬁﬁaﬁﬁméﬁwaﬁww uﬁmﬁ%ﬁm%mw aﬁaﬁaﬁ%:ﬂmmﬁé
wsﬁaﬁw%aﬁmuaﬁaﬁ%@qﬁwa%wwaaﬁaﬂ%ﬁ@maﬁtéﬁnﬁm@mﬁa‘r%ma
WlW@ﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁwwmﬂ?l

eft BT it wlsharar o1 wrifae T % faw 7 oft & aga & strafka & e SIS % 39 ae Y O
et & 136 2re Tediar shifd 7 2ie et ot B9 aTa fsie ol oiee 13Fd 3 Ueh MR SareeTdl o gaTel § o forad
& fop “3T 3179 o< foF 9 @ 1q 2, T SHehT Haeiel I8 THTST foh o3 BIsit 4 376t T Gt e T2t 3l &, 3R
HTSITET T STETE VT 37T T Gt T8 0 et AT 8 Toh A1 a1 o S5 AN &, AT TRt of 34125k STkt STae ot
e 3@ T & | et 311 st o6t foreft erea o dae it iomie o 3iat awhian o Yaui i a1 ue df ane <A
o 59 e § S XS o1 3Tgae == o1 715 & 30 € sharet 3Tl & amedl  Ih1eR &, sieh! 31T | faaman &
T &, Frad o6 Sfad ST 37 o S AR i At 0 =k 0, 7o, e 6 el 1 g0 0, 370
forsrelt et a6t o o7 oft srfren wrerrT 34 i Wtk STH R Teh ™0 W A S gTen fea @ o frsie e stfug
it Tt T T 3ITAT & 3T 38 THeT H o T od & foh TSI Al Tohg R oh 3 AT T HASI & ot 8
STET o HSTe[et off| USTTel SiH ST H T STt o SIS ot feorf weter off et ow oft shifer sl HHSIK A o forw s
T 2t BISAT o1 7T o & AT ST ATTIGRT o TasiTe Y SR foRaT foh 31T T O o T 7 o Woh1X! BN
o S Hiftereh T i TTE FAd §C AT forad © fo st o ot Wi & et 80 TR & & e 28 &R
TS, 23 BT STV, 13 SR JECHM, 5 €SI afeld STTfii o femg 31T sITehT ORI 2012 Sifeh et feirert 69
TR 2N 2| AT 311 a1 off forard 2 o6 5798 & 30 oI &frek fafsr=T shmon & 31gwr 81 1T 912 56 Wb © SiTTet <t
IS W e 11 BSIR & SFUST &) /1T Jare Jeaieh | ot SIS okt AT SR ARt hT ot TR ATed T ST
TS & ST 81 et T TSTaT B g afeaor 7 e et o IR a9k e foRa oM 39 YeRR SHISH J fent o der
1 d BT AT T O U AT ST Rl TR T T o #Riifeh STear SR &fer ST et 3 3tferen e
STATEROT 31 ST 2 Fehd o Sk ST T & o STferres & gerar om S 3187 1857 1 shif 1 &fer fosie
hed I forad @ & o ek a1 3 38 e T oft gfiurd st 36 U shifdl oh Ty ol g ST @
3 forad 2 for weforam vt TSI a1 SIS o1 9T 39, 9T hT M6k ST &I, 31 USMeR. 371 UeTe] shefiel ohi
|1 T AT HRE 6 T8 26T H{ehT 9T 7 T STerd 2| of 701 bt forard & fon shifal ohT forsmretd = Susi st 31k
el 1 | 1 AR JHE GgTET 9T ST ST 3 Sehi 8 8T TRt SIHF H ST T 3 o om
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S < AT g Toh AT Afent o Torm1e o 10T TR ol TG Sl kT el T | ST o ST 371 I|ehl greai
61 T SEIA STwTerd 8 FiTeh shifd ohT Ty TSR <Ml

I AT 370 28 T 1857 % o § deenlei guierg, forfest Tremifas faferm fesmaedt & g & wra
1 T & ot o Grael o1 forsdwor sveq 8, 319 farsdwor & 3 fesmaed) & ueh ached o1 Seoi@ o § fob <o i
S-S T WSl ST 2, 31 58 Toh TS Forsie & 2 ISt oh1 oA fofeft Sreh fRereh Seior oh afoms &, atera
T8 Ue TS T b AT & 172 F forard 8 for fesmreft % 3 wanet sga wecayyt € wRiifer 398 v ot 3w 37
T a7 9 BT B | 3 W W 5@ afRerf o i St oht spfeara fifaet W §l e a1 o 9Ra # % S 3R
TS A o Fgid ol Saer § e qed T8 3 MRl & o § s i § o9 ) fae worsaey it &
3o W T AT & il el Tl Foheq] TSI T S0 W H B 6l T o Fifeh o hH § W 9Ha § AT 9
¥R GATSIH AT § AT =Ted 9| THT AT 7 sl Seh! STaeha off Sfceh 36 STHTE H 7 d YR 1 e |
TG Fohd I ST & 370 A1 Fets % AT =I5k T THrefiet W@ Tehd 9| SHITT 6 TR H [ gt st wmT
AT 1 G b1 fifer b e & | 39 ifer = 37 ST AT forear & weav o fopa fohmg Seft &, Sar
37T Tr1 ToTaTet Rt 31 foreg ot o foram) wverd 3 gereRT STTfoit oht T R o g ok 9 H g Secrd foRa 717
AT aTer <61 g o fore o forad 8 o 1848 o St Sfean shvoet ot s1Tiies qeemfat 1 5 ot o foTu 1S e
6T ST ST qal SFFoHT 26T hiferet shi T RIS TerTiaTd g8 e g2 Aifd o fagia st st Tsar o fordi % fog
THAT forehed AT Tl STR T 1848 § 1854 o SIS  Uh a9 § 31fereh <=t Tstradt o anfiiss Qfer famsii
BEAEIT ok 3Tk SFeel ol 718 i o SN bl | halet I [ohAT dfceh IAUTRRT o ST H 36 W TeATd
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Role of Urdu Press in India’s Freedom Movement

Deepak Kumar"

8UGX SUHVV KDV SOD\HG D SLYRWDO UROH LQ ,QGLD¢YV I
in shaping public opinion. Its impact was seemingly conspicuous towards the close of the
nineteenth century and in the twentieth century. This period was one of churn and turmoil in almost
HYHU\ VSKHUH RI , QG L DtfieWrQulptdsk esgelstidllyMtRt¢dird $ 0, Rhlen, under
Hindustani press”, the first Urdu newspaper Urdu Akhbaarwas started by Maulvi Ikram Ali from
Calcutta.! The article tries to glean into the role played by the 8UGX SUHVV LQ ,QGLDTV
struggle. It will also delve into the issues that shaped Urdu public sphere in pre-independence
India.

Rumi, in his book Delhi by Heart ZULWHYV DERXW )DU KBAVI{ @a®ID K % DLJY
ShamgThe Last Lamp of Delhi), in which he vividly portrayed the famous mushaira under Zafar
which was arranged at the haveli Mubarak-un-Nisa Begum. It deals with the ethics, aesthetics and
refined cultural nuances of this institution. This was the time when Urdu became popular amongst
the masses, and it entered the mass media. Lithographs were introduced to Delhi around 1840
which popularized the written script and reach of Urdu to those who were not a part of the exclusive
elite cultural extravaganza. PRHW U\ FROOHFWLRQV RU uGLZDQVY RI OHDGL
and Urdu newspapers came into being.? The literal meaning of the word Urdu is zabanre-Urdu-e-
Mualla-e-Shahjahanabadthe language of the exalted city/court of Shahjahanabad, Dehli) . It is
interesting that the language once disdained as the language of bazaarsby the Muslim elites of the
north became an intrinsic symbol of their identity second only to Islam itselfAat the turn of the
nineteenth century. In this present article, I have tried to delineate the trajectory of the Urdu press
in Delhi from the nineteenth century up till 1947. During this period, India saw its first war of
Independence in 1857, and several movements strengthened and reaffirmed its firm resolve for
freedom. India also witnessed movements that divided its populace and consequently led to its
unfortunate partition in 1947.

The Urdu press in India had a characteristic chequered history, between 1857-1885, the
Indian press had been mainly concerned with social and religious matters. At this stage, British

]V U*S V] %o@E U ¢35 0]°Z C D po v /IE u o0]U-Je123UB[256E5/74A8 |1 [« (]E*S W &
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connection with India was considered beneficial and providential. The character of the British rule
and its exploiting nature found subdued expression. There was admiration for the Democratic and
parliamentary system of Britain. But during 1885 to 1905, since the birth of the Congress, political
issues become prominent. Now British connection with India began to be far more critically
appraised. Since the time of the Russo-Turkish war of 1877, Indian Muslims had been increasingly
involved in the affairs of Turkey.?

Bipan Chandra writes that from the late nineteenth century to mid-twentieth century, there
was less mass mobilisation through large agitations and more emphasis was on politicization,
political propaganda formation, and propagation of nationalist ideology among the masses. Almost
every leader during the freedom movement was associated with the press. The Press was the chief
instrument for carrying out this task, that is, for arousing, training, mobilizing and consolidating
nationalist public opinion.* Highlighting the importance of newspapers in those days,
distinguished Urdu poet Akbar Allahabadi wrote-

khinchonakamanonkonatalvaarnikalo
jab top mugabilho to &baarnikalo
(Neither bow and arrow nor a sword do you require, publish a newspaper when faced with cannon
fire).

The impact of the press in the political landscape was perceptible during and after World
War 1. By the end of the World War I, both the Government of India officials and Indian nationalist
politicians recognised the need to reach more of the Indian people in order to support their claim
to speak for all of them.’ The press was used as a weapon both by the colonial state and the
&RQJUHVV DQG WKH GDLO\ QHZVSDSHU ZDV WXUQHG LQWR D
of words and ideas was both pandar-, QGLDQ DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO LQ VFRSHEH
EHFDPH WKH &RQJUHVV SDUW\TV IRUPLGDEOH SURSDJDQGD
LQGHSHQGHQFH DQG ZDV LQVWUXPHQWDO LQ PDNLQJ *DQGKL
celebrations into events of national and even international importance. It started its own
newspapers after its governments assumed office in the provinces in 1937 to specifically highlight
their achievements. Newspapers like The National Heraldn English and the Hindustanin Urdu
and several other newspapers were owned and operated by Congressmen or its sympathisers.
Jinnah started the Urdu weekly Manshoorin 1938 and The Dawn WKH OXVOLP /HDJXHTV (
language flagship in 1941 to counter the Congress propaganda machine that he believed was intent
on maligning the idea of Pakistan, both in India and abroad.®

The trajectory of the Urdu press can be divided into different phases. Politics and social
reform dominated Urdu journalism from the very beginning of the 20th century. The political and
social movements by the organisations such as Congress, the Muslim League, the Hindu
Mahasabha, the Arya Samaj, the Khilafat Committee, and the Aligarh Movement, had a
conspicuous influence on Urdu language newspapers and periodicals. Some newspapers oscillated
between nationalist ideals and lofty but divisive ideas of the Muslim league. A quintessential
example of this dilemma was the Urdu daily Zameendamhich maintained a facade of being a

*( ISSN: 2583-391X! AQ1$ee 2% 2°7]



HQDWLRQDOLVWY QHZVSDSHU :KHUHDV WKH VDPH QHZVSDS
movement and its founder Maulana Zafar Ali Khan joined Muslim League in its Lucknow session
of 1937.7

Urdu press in the nineteenth century:

Some of the prominent Delhi-based Urdu newspapers in the nineteenth century were Dehli
Urdu Akhbaar SyedAl-Akhbaar Sadigal-Akhbaar Payaame-Aazadj Siraj-al-Akhbaat Dilli
Gazette. The newspapers and other literary writings of the nineteenth century rued the siege and
violence in Delhi in 1857.

Mirza Ghalib, in one of his letters, wrote about the trauma and tribulations of the revolt of

.3.smiting the enemy and driving him before them, the victors for two to three days every
road in the city, from the Kashmiri Gate to ChandniChowk, was battlefield. Three ¢gages
Ajmeri, the Turcoman and the Dehlvere still held by the rebels. My hods<« LV VLWXDWH
between the Kashmiri Gate and the Delhi Gate, in the centre of the city, so that both are equidistant
frommylane” pu*KDOLET

As the 19™ century draws to a close, Altaf Husain Hali, lamenting the wrath Delhi suffered
at the hands of the British, wrote Marsiya-e-Dehli (An Elegy to Delhi)-

tazkiradehiee PDUKIPNDDL GRVW QDFKKHG
QDVXQ—MD\HJD KDP VH \H IDVDDQDKDUJL]

(O friend, I beseech you, speak not of the Delhi that is no more, I shall not be able to hear this
story at any cost)

The Urdu newspapers that came up during this time had a strong north Indian base, a tone
and tenor oriented to Muslims. The newspapers often deployed Muslim religious idiom-terms such
as Jihad Dar-ul-Islam Ghazi etc. in order to appeal to Muslim religious sensitivitiecs. 7KH HGLWRU{V
language was the language of the columns. These newspapers, unlike those of the present day, had
no team of correspondents. The personal information gathered by the editors themselves was the
main source, which they stored & released through their papers.® The editors tried their best to
obtain news from outside Delhi, especially from the cities around, such as Agra, Jhajjar, Amritsar
et al. Two distinct trends emerge from the Dehli Urdu Akhbaarand Payami-Azadi(Delhi). For
Muslim residents living in and around Delhi, to fight against the British Government was a part of
their religious duty and they had an unquestioned loyalty towards Bahadur Shah Zafar. The Urdu
newspapers sympathised with the plight of the ruling family af WHU % ULWLVKYIV UHFDSW
5HSRUWLQJ %DKDGXU 6KDK =DIDUTV KashibMkKbadai@mdnR ¥dd PE H U
WKH HPSLUH R1 7DLPMdp KIDMhHS & B WKDW u

1857 & Urdu press

7KH ILUVW ZDU RI LQGHSHQGHQFH LQ ZDV D JUHDW
freedom from vile British rule. The nascent Urdu press gave voice to the concerns of the masses
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and contributed immensely to keeping the spirits up during those turbulent times. It is noteworthy
that Urdu journalism reached new heights after the struggle of 1857.

Dehli Urdu Akhbaar

The Dehli Akhbar, renamed as the Dehli Urdu Akhbaatin 1840, was the first full-fledged
Urdu newspaper of India.’® ,W ZDV DOVR '"HOKLYV ILUVW 8UGX QHZVSDSHU
Bagqir in 1836.!"" Maulvi Mohammad Bagqir also served as a professor at Delhi college. The
DehliUrdu Akhbaatis deemed to have been printed on a lithographic press, which was bought by
Maulvi Baqir from Dr Sprenger, the principal of the Delhi College, though the claim is not
corroborated by the evidence.'? The researchers and scholars differ on the year of the launch of
this newspaper. Professor Ishteyaaq Hussain Qureshi wrote that Dehli Urdu Akhbaar was launched
LQ ZKHUHDV ODXOYL ORKDPPDG %DTLUYV VRQ 0ODXODQD
1836 as its year of publication. It is noteworthy that Qasim Ali, SajjanLal, Abdus Salam Khurshid,
and ImdadSabri are of the view that the Dehli Urdu Akhbaar had started its publication in 1836. It
may be concluded that Dehli Urdu Akhbaar existed in 1837 as it finds mention in the Mirza
*KDOLETV OHWWHU\6 DMIG 40) DUKIN WBKDOGXG®RFXPHQWYV

This newspaper played a crucial role in inculcating a spirit of consciousness in the hearts
and minds of the people. It carved a distinct place in the lives of the people. The Dehli Urdu
Akhbaar published articles vehemently criticising the British rule. It published news on
educational, social, and cultural issues,'* and also highlighted many civic issues like drainage,
sanitation, adulteration of food, and corruption.'?

Margrit Pernau contends that the Dehli Urdu AkhbaarZ DV 3%ke product of mutual
encounters which led to a multiple intertwining of the self and the other, the indigenous and the
colonial, the traditional and the modern +H V LDéNiVdHAKhbaarsomewhere between
Persian Akhbaaratand English newspapers, that it has both the features of traditional Persian
Akbarabadand its contemporary English newspapers. Unlike the Akhbaaraf which were written
to provide a ruler or a ruling group with information, the Dehli Urdu Akhbaarconsciously aimed
at forming public opinion and providing a forum for discussion for a group which, while still well-
defined in terms of education, social status and to some extent also income, tended to become
increasingly anonymous.'® The Dehli Urdu A@baar continued the traditional reporting on the
HYHQWY RI WKH UR\DO FRXUW +RZHY H Uhe ¥qpbhdsiN ove@ fravK H 3 HU
the exaltatonRl WKH UR\DO SRZHU« WR D VXUYH\ RI WKH HYHQWYV
newspaper was at several instances turned into a mouthpiece for one or the other faction at the
court” 7

According to Margrit Pernau, the people who made up the core of the Dehli Urdu
Akhbaats readership, as well as the readership of other Urdu newspapers published in the two
decades leading up to 1857, was situated between the old nobility and the menial classes, not only
well-educated, but increasingly making their education a means of livelihood, working for the
traditional powers, as administrators of the royal or noble households and as their attorneys and
advocates, but also working for the colonial administration. The print media gave them a forum to
express their interests, engage with one another on a supralocal level, and develop a consciousness
as a distinct social group.!8

+ ISSN: 2583-391X! AOT$ee 2% 297



The Dehli Urdu AkhbaarZDV NQRZQ WR EH WKH PRXWKSLHFH RI Wk
WKH %ULWLVK FRPSODLQHG WKDW LW ZDV 3D VFXUULORXV SUI
on the native gentlemen of respectability who differed from the editor in their religious views ~
However, with the exception of some articles on the Sunni-6 KLfD ULRWYV GXULQJ OXKDUU
attempted to cover the entire range of religious events- from the PhulonkiSairof Mehrauli, to the
Eid celebrations, the Bara Vafaat and the Ram Lila festival.'?

W LV ZRUWK PHQWLRQLQJ WKDW WKH QHZVSDSHU GLG 3H
Delhi during the first war of independence in 1857. It had elaborately reported the events that
ensued after May 11, 1857, the day when the soldiers arrived in Delhi from Meerut. The first
occurrences of 1857 in Delhi were reported in the Dehli Urdu Akhbaaras follows:

3The day, Monday (#f8Ramzan, corresponding to'tMay 1857), height of summer in the

IRUHQRRQ VHVVLRQ ZKLOH WKH-éh&xgelRiWerBodge (Qaraghd®/ LR Q « 7|
Meer Bahri) had informed that few Turk sepoys appeared from the side of Meerut Cantt. and
FURVVHG WKH EULG JRRL WKLY IVMWPUHWWIEYFIRQG WULHG WR ORF
VSUHDG OLNH ZLOGILUH« OHDQZKLOH LW ZDV KHDUG WKDW
the fort (Red Fort) and pleaded for an audience wittztatZill-i-Subhani (Bahadur Shah Zafar)

« 7 KHchar@e fort (Qiladar) was immediately summoned and presented himself before the
emperor, as desired, and after a while it was heard that #ubamge fort alongwith some other
high officials (Bade SahelJ HUH NLOOHG QHDU WKH JDWH« DQG WKH VHS

+X]XU$TGDV DGRUQHG KLPVHOI ZLWK D FDS DQG DQ (QJOLVK
J)LUVW WKHUH ZHUH IHZ VHSR\V« UHDFKHG XS WRDWW&H IRUW
*DQM °

S« :KHQ WKH XQGHUVLIQHG HGLWRU DIWHU KHDULQJ WI
FDPH RXW DQG WKHQ vDzZz D WRWDOO\ GLITHUHQW VFHQH LQ
WKH VLGH RI .DVKPLUL *DWH«”’

The same paper in its publication of 315 May 1857 (No. 22, Vol. 19). p.4, column 2,
narrated the events which had occurred in Meerut:

Pifferent stories are being heard about there (Meerut). Almost daily we hear about the
PDUFK RI WKH $UP\ EXW VWLOO LW VHHPV QRW WR EH WUXH«
D IHZ vD\ WKDW WKH (QJOLVKPHQ KDYH GHVWUR\HG WKH +L
UHEHOV KDYH UHDFKHG XS WR *KD]J]LDEDG DQG WKHQ ZHQW

Nevertheless, most papers seem to be totally unaware of any developments or any sort of
social crisis which precipitated the situation, even as late as in March-April. Instead, they were full
of the news about the wider Islamic world. Sadigqul-Akhbaarand Siraj-ul-Akhbaarcovered the
political events taking place in Afghanistan, Iran, and Iraq at length, but strangely enough,
remained silent about the social turmoil on Indian soil. Such papers had no resources as the mail
had got totally derailed and the newspapers were based mainly upon local sources. A write-up in
the Dehli Urdu Akhbaayof 14"June 1857 (No. 19, Vol. 24) corroborates this.

Dehli Urdu AkhbaayNo. 20, Vol. 19, Dated: 17" May 1857, p. 2
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WVhat a fun that news about the same place had as many versions as the persons
WKHPVHOYHV« <RX PLJKW KDYH KHDUG VWRULHYVY DERXW WKH
aboutthe farR1l SODFHV« WKHUH LW®R SRVWDO V\VWHP \HW

The Dehli Urdu Akhbaaradopted a very balanced approach to news reportage. It adopted
D uSHORFRHLQJY DWWLWXGH W QHLWKHU LQGXOJHG LQ p(QJOoL
happenings of that time.?! Initially it started by the name of Akhbaare-Dehli, but on May 10, 1840,
its name was changed to Dehli Urdu Akhbaayand ultimately on July 12, 1857, on the orders of
Bahadur Shah Zafar, it was named as AkhbaaruzZafar. And with this change in name came a
change in its attitude towards reporting as it started criticising the British and wrote in support of
Bahadur Shah Zafar.??> He was amongst the ones who were closely associated with the royal court.
The editor of Dehli Urdu AkhbaarMohammad Baqir and Maulvi Abdul Qadir were called in the
Red Fort by Bahadur Shah Zafar. They both were felicitated with robe of honour and were departed
in all pomp and splendour. As far as its policy towards the struggle of 1857 is concerned, Khwaja
Ahmad Farooqui is of the view that before 1857, the newspaper did not report as strongly against
the British as it did during and after the struggle of 1857, when it blatantly criticised the British
and explicitly supported Bahadur Shah Zafar and the sepoys leading the struggle.?

Commenting on the change in attitude of the Dehli Urdu Akhbaay Mohammad Ateeq
6 LG G LT X LBY thd tknkl e wprising began, its style, unlike the newspapers, was peaceful.
The selection of news and the way it was presented was quite simple. The news did not smell of
hostility to the British, nor did it express any kind of dissatisfaction, duhas it even considered
it necessary to refute the hot news published in the local newspéapers

This was the beginning of the uprising in Delhi, and it was also possible that the remnants
of the British army in Meerut would invade Delhi and be recaptured the British. Probably this is
the reason why there was nothing against the British which was worth writing in the two issues of
the Dehli Urdu Akhbaar as analysed by Mohammad Ateeq Siddiqui. In the initial two weeks of
the uprising the editor was almost satisfied with the strong position of the anti-British alliance.
This led to its change of stance on the issue.?’

The struggle began on May 10, 1857, with the uprising of the soldiers of Meerut. The
soldiers arrived in Delhi on May 11, after which the capital Delhi, was engulfed in unrest. When
the issue of the weekly Dehli Urdu newspapecame to light on May 17, its pages were full of
news of the uprising. On the front page, the headline of the news began with Quranic verses and
went on detailing the events that unfolded in the city after post arrival of soldiers from Meerut.

In the same issue published on May 17, 1857, the newspaper detailed the stormy arrival of
soldiers in Delhi from Meerut. The details of the clash between soldiers and the British in Darya
Ganj were published in detail. The style of the reportage was lucid and storytelling.

On the front page, under two permanent headings viz. Sahib Kalanand Huzoor e Wala
there were reports about the performance of the government and the details of the Crown Prince
OXJKDOYV GDLO\ URXWLQH thehhdS Wak Wiledfed ahdl pubQsh&d GénlaWV L R Q
over the world. One of the important features of this newspaper was that it published not only
political news but also news related to the academic, cultural, and social life of the times. The
Dehli Urdu newspaper was a strong supporter of the education and prominently published news
of educational institutions.?’

U ISSN: 2583-391X! AOT$ee 2% 297



The most effective means to disseminate anti-British feelings, however, was the press. One
of the most important outlets of the type was the newspaper Dehli Urdu Akhbaar, its editor Baqir
used Islamic terminology to legitimate the uprising. His columns from May 1857 thanked God for
punishing the foreign infidels (kafir) who had conspired to wipe out the true religion. He rejoiced
in the British reverses and considered the revolt a war for faith. His son Muhammad Husain Azad
supplemented this rhetoric with a poem, which was published in the issue of 24 May 1857.The
Dehli Urdu Akhbaar mirrored the feelings of much of the Delhi populace, especially its educated
elite, appealed to Muslim religious sensitivities.

Syed-Al-Akhbaar

Syed Ahmad Khan started Syed-Al-Akhbaar from Delhi in 1837 and the editor of the
newspaper was Maulvi Abdul Ghafoor. This newspaper had articles on legal issues and news about
it. That is why this newspaper was very popular among lawyers and legislators. Altaf Hussain
H+DOLY LQJaveD\BWRWH 30DXOYL 6\HG ORKDPPDG WKH HGLWR
when he was merely thirty- |RXU \HDUV ROG 6LU 6\HG WKHQ WRRN RYHU V

Sadiq-al-Akhbaar

There were probably four newspapers issued from Delhi under the name of Sadigul-
Akhbar The first newspaper was first published in Persian and then started appearing in Urdu. The
second was the newspaper which, according to French orientalist Garcin de Tassy, was published
in 1853 and was edited by Mustafa Khan. The third was issued by Syed Jamiluddin Khan in 1854
and was very popular during the first war of 1857. The fourth which was issued by Sheikh Khuda
Bakhsh in 1856. The first Sadiq al-Akhbar was probably closed before 1850. The second probably
lasted for less than a year. The other two newspapers continued to be published under the same
name until the end of the uprising of 1857, but the popular Sadiq al-Akhbar was the one published
by Syed Jamiluddin Khan.?

Although its circulation was only about 200, it was passed from reader to reader and also
read out aloud many times so that many people heard what it had to say. The paper was also cited
during the trial of Bahadur Shah Zafar as evidence against the king.

According to Maulana Imdad Sabri, Sadiq al Akhbaar began its journey as a weekly from
"HOKLTV ChRikKvx@nQlds Jameel Pura in 1854. The owner of this paper was Syed Jameel
8GGLQ p+LMUYT 7KLV QHZa{Sngpbttaht AdwipapefaQovigsGhid héwkapers
of the time. When the struggle began in Delhi, Sadigal-Akhbaardevoted itself entirely to the
cause of freedom and published every important news related to the uprising.® But there is another
aspect to the story of this newspaper. KhwajD +DVDQ 1L]DPL |1GpadddeY ERRN
DehlikeAkhbaafl HPSKDVLVHG RQ WKH |BadalfAkhhEdf whs HdBheitpR U RI1 W
against British and did not publish anything against the British government.?! Whereas on the other
KDQG $WHHT 6L G GAitfarahsauQattavavi, AkRfr&dayrdastaveZei HIXWHG WKH F(
of Khwaja Hasan Nizami and argued that the editor of the newspaper supported the soldiers and
its loyalty remained with the Quila-e-Mualla and with Bahadur Shah Zafar.3?

»P0?067-: A ] A]E ~C Zu <Z v[e ]}PE RBCWAEEEY C o038 (
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The tone and tenor of the newspaper was overtly religious. The newspaper quoted Quranic
injunctions to exhort Muslims to do jihad against the British and consider it to be their religious
duty (MazhabiFaraiz.*?

A religious decree (Fatwa) was published in the columns of Sadigul-Akhbaar(Vol. 4, No.
4) on 27th July 1857), making it obligatory on the part of every Muslim of Delhi and its suburbs
to fight against the British. Their religious duty, as holy war (Jehad « I would also become
obligatory upon the Muslims of faff places, in case the Muslims of Delhi would remain no more
alive or in a position to fight against the enemyWKH SDSHWY DQQRXQFHG

Payaam-e-Aazadi

The glorious history of Urdu journalism in the struggle for independence began with
Payaame-Aazadj which began to be published in February 1857 under the patronage of Mirza
Bedar Bakht, the grandson of Bahadur Shah Zafar. It was published in both the Devanagari and
the Persian script. The newspaper was primarily a spokesman for the freedom struggle of 1857.%
In the newspaper Payaami-Aazadj the rebels are reported to have published to propagate the
ideals of 1857. Its editor was Azimullah khan. Anyone found in possession of a copy of this
newspaper was punished as a traitor and enemy of state. Its owner, Mirza Bakht was said to have
been killed mercilessly.*¢

Siraj-al-Akhbaar

Siraj-al-Akhbaarbegan its journalistic journey as a Persian weekly in 1841, by the order
of Bahadur Shah Zafar. The newspaper was published in the form of an official gazette
(Roznaamcheof the royal court, in which the routine of the last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah
Zafar was published. Though the newspaper was in Persian, it also published the news from Dehli
Urdu Akhbaarand Sadigal-Akhbaar X Q G HU WJkdd KhWabake@'H EXW WKLV VHFWLRQ

soon as the struggle began in 1857.%7

The writings of Syed Ahmad Khan created a sense of politico-religious awareness amongst
the Muslim masses, which in turn led to Muslim separatism. The ideas of the Aligarh movement,
disseminated through the Urdu press, remained predominant in the later part of the nineteenth
century and early twentieth century. 6 \HG $KP DG . K D @MigariMirsitite)daceivend
Tehzeehul-Akhlaagexercised considerable influence on the Muslims of north India. Several Urdu
newspapers and weeklies toed its line and wrote in consonance with the ideas of the Aligarh
movement.

Urdu Press in the twentieth century

The twentieth century witnessed several upheavals in the form of political movements and
the % U L WiblnKrffsgonse. 7KLV SHULRG LV PDUNHG E\ LPSRUWDQW HYF
political history. Verily during the twentieth century, the Urdu press had evolved into a force
strongly opposing the British and its policies, for which some newspapers heavily employed
Muslim UHOLJLRXV WRQHYVY DQG LGLRPV LQ RUGHU UMRalffRELOLV |
Delhi was undoubtedly an important centre of journalistic activities in the twentieth century. It is
worth mentioning here that the Urdu newspapers that came up from cities around Delhi, like
Meerut, Aligarh and so on greatly influenced the political discourse. It is reflected in the Urdu
newspapers of the time.
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The politico-literary discourse of the twentieth century had overtly religious overtones.
Politico-religious movements such as Aligarh movement, Khilafat movement also impacted the
Urdu public sphere. The writings of the time led to political mobilisation of Muslims. This period
KDV EHHQ RI LQWHQVH FKXUQ -t MeXludRvit€esséd@olitigab LD V' V F
mobilisation of Muslims in which Urdu became an instrument of divisive politics of the Muslim
League. It is also noteworthy that the Urdu press was a significant forum where the idea of Pakistan
got debated and discussed.

Sami Ahmad, in his book Urdu SahafataurTehreetcAazad® bifurcates this period into
two parts i.e.-

e From 1924 to 1927-28: Emotions dominated journalism during this period. Argument and logic
fell behind the emotional appeal.

e From 1927-28 to 1937: This was the period of struggle for rights. During this period,
journalism showed sentimentality, but it also used logic.

During World War I, began daily journalism and the Weeklies were thrown into the
background. Major newspapers were published in the early twentieth century, including Hamdard
Al-Aman and Wahdatfrom Delhi. It is noteworthy that from 1927 to 1928, these newspapers had
almost the same position on national issues. They were all against the British government.
Newspapers published by Muslim editors also touched upon the issues from the Islamic world.?
Urdu newspapers were critical in shaping popular Muslim opinion during the Khilafat movement.
When the Muslim League dropped the Pakistan bombshell into the public sphere, it was debated
intensely and extensively in the columns of the Urdu Press. One of the prominent examples is the
Mading a pre-HPLQHQW pQDWLRQDOLVWY OXVOLP QHZVSDSHU SXE
which emerged during the Khilafat movement. In 1942-43, the Editor of Madinapublished varied
thoughts in favour and against the idea of Pakistan facilitating a vigorous public debate on the
question of Pakistan in the aftermath of the Lahore resolution.*® Thus, the rhetoric and propaganda
of the Muslim League and that of its opponents whether belonging to the Congress or its ally the
Jamiat-ul Ulama-Hind, the premier organisation of the Indian ulama(clerics) find reflection here.
People were made broadly aware of the stakes involved in the creation of Pakistan.*!

The impact of the Urdu press was all the more conspicuous at the time of the Khilafat
movement. Its leading protagonists such as the Ali brothers, AbulKalam Azad, Zafar Ali Khan and
Hasrat Mohani established their own newspapers as part of their efforts to mobilize Muslims to
rise up in defence of one of the most valued institutions of the Islam-Ottoman Caliphate. Thus,
BUGX QHZVSDSHUYV V XF KAlIBiNal,Has¥a© ORKOD QNG Nvalla, Zafar Ali
Khan ' J ¥amindar O R K D P P D Ga®datdf§verged during this period.*?

The ZamindafLahore)extended great influence over the lower middle classes. It
vehemently attacked the conservative loyalist Muslim leaders and advocated pan-Islamism. The
newspaper initially supported the Indian National Congress, but later supported the Muslim
/IHDJXHYV -LQ Q DHatibh@hCoryK Diinylze Balkan wars, its circulation increased to
15,000 copies. Stylistically the paper made innovations especially in the use of poetry even in the
editorials.®? Similar is the case of Munshi Mahbub $ O D P&isaAkhbarLahore), a weekly that

*QO0:0/".F2"R>0;"@04F<"1=?"="6>7"D.S"I=FF7K7H"HF 2RO 6==T"=G T7'6264>25"4"#$%&""0:67/">24"
:06>7/DC;4>2M2/0UC<<2;" >A0< 'BRZ*)+)"@>="460/67<"6>7",7 @4505T+#8
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metamorphosed from being a critic of Syed Ahmad Khan and the Aligarh Movement and
sympathizer of the congress to a pro-Khilafat newspaper. Its editor had also become a member of
the Muslim League.*

The Al-Hilal of AbulKalam Azad was an important Urdu weekly published from Calcutta
during the Tripolitan and Balkan wars. Apart from advocating the cause of Liberty, Equality,
constitutional and parliamentary government, struggle for lawful independence and unity between
the Hindus and Muslims, it strongly championed the cause of turkey and other Muslim countries.*
It published anti-Western material in sympathy with Turkey which fanned considerable agitation
among Indian Muslims. In a series of inflammatory articles, Azad exhorted Muslims to do their
duty to struggle against British power which did not respect Islam.*® Nevertheless, newspapers
like Oudh Akhbar(Lucknow), a conservative bi-ZHHNO\ FULWLFDO RI ,QGLDQ O
territorial interest in Turkey.*’

The Aftab (Delhi), edited by Syed Haider Raza was a nationalist paper. In 1908, it was
closed and a new weekly Akash(Delhi), was started, edited by Ramchand Peshawari, who later on
became a leading member of the Ghadar Movement.*

In 1919, the Pratap was started in Lahore by Mahashay Krishna. It vigorously supported
*DQGKLYY SROLFLHV DQG WKH ,QGLDQ 1DWLRQDO &RQJUHVYV
and suspended publication several times. It had great influence among the Urdu-reading Hindus
of Punjab and Delhi. In 1923, Swami Shraddhanand founded the Tejwith Lala Deshbandhu Gupta
as its editor. It had a wide circulation in Rajasthan, U.P. and Delhi. It was confiscated several times
by the government and banned in a number of princely states. Arya Samaj started Milap in 1933
from Lahore, under the editorship of Mahashay Khushhaal Chand Khursand. It was known for its
powerful nationalistic editorials. The motto of the newspaper was:

Harekshikastadilkihimmatbadhayega ye
Hubb-e-vatankedilkashnaghmesunayega
(It will give courage to every broken heart; It will sing beautiful patriotic songs.)

The above words only described its commitment to the cause that it endeared so much.
However, due to the unrest and violence that ensued after the partition, both the Pratapand Milap
shifted to Delhi.

Soon after the Urdu poet and Islamic scholar Muhammad Igbal put forward the Do
QaumiNazariya(the idea of two-nation)#/the vague idea of Pakistan overwhelmed the Urdu
public sphere. The introduction of communal award in 1932 further communalised the political
GLVFRXUVH 7KH 8UGX SUHVV ZDV HVVHQWLDO LQ WKH VWRL
which were in support of Pakistan movement came up during this time. Urdu press became the
PHGLXP RI H[SUHVVLRQ DQG WK HreligiddsDia& bt ® it théJtferRidthW KLV SF
century. There was much vainglory in the pan-Islamist sentiments expressed through the major
Urdu newspapers.*

*NV10FH"2;">24"5/742<7;620F"0<</744"06"6>7"0;;COF"4 44220 D®H 2KV 70K C7"06".FF0>010<"=;"1)"
E737AL7/H"™)#HE=C6F2;7<"6>7"2<70"6>06"6>7"P2;<C4"0;<"DC4F2A4"3=;4626C674"6 @="<2462;36";062=;4H">7;37"30;;
3=7X2468
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In the twentieth century, most of the Urdu newspapers were driven by the ideological
persuasions of its editor. The newspapers, weeklies were either in favour of or against Aligarh
Tehreek .KLODIDW PRYHPHQW RU WKH 0XVOLPMikEOAddYY ,GHD
(Madras), a bi-weekly supported the Aligarh Movement. The jaridah-i-Rozqar(Calicut), and the
ShamsulAkhbagMadras)propagated pan-Islamism. The Mushir-i-Dekhan(Hyderabad), an Urdu
daily was sympathetic to Turkey.’® While there were some newspapers and weeklies that were
critical of the extra-territorial interests of Indian Muslims.

Pan-Islamist opposition to the British in India was represented by four major strands.>! One
of which was led by the younger leaders of the western-educated Aligarh Muslims. These men,
notably Muhammad and Shaukat Ali, Maulana Hasrat Mohani, and Zafar Ali Khan, had come to
believe that agitation against British rule was the only effective way of safeguarding Muslim
interests. The Aligarh Institute Gazettevas an Urdu-English bi-weekly paper that was the chief
organ of Syed Ahmad Khan and his school of politics. It was an important mouthpiece of the
Aligarh Tehreek(Aligarh Movement) that exercised considerable influence on Muslims in
Northern India. It was opposed to congress and its policies. A large number of Urdu papers in
Punjab and U.P. followed its line, e.g., the Nalyami-Azam (Moradabad), Shahnai-Hind
(Moradabad), Mashriq (Gorakhpur), Al-khalil (Bijnor) and Al-Mushir (Moradabad), and Medina
(Bijnor). However, on the issue of Khilafat, they often adopted an independent line. In general,
these papers were conservative and sectarian in their approach.>?

2QH RI WKH VWH SV MuKavh@@dd RAli/ khball ¥bk fiVorder to communicate
its position to the outside world was to start The Dawnfrom Delhi, an English newspaper that
would faithfully mirror the views of the Muslim League and publicize its political, economic,
social and educational activities.”® ,Q 8UGX WKH SDUW\ ManBhddnFlas@rtdd UJDQ W
in Delhi in 1938, edited by Syed Hasan Reyaz, the erstwhile Muslim League party secretary of
United Province (Uttar Pradesh). The Wahdatand Al Amanwere the other Delhi-based Urdu
papers that backed the Muslim League. Not just in Delhi, but in the provinces too, the Muslim
League could count on the firm support of a number of devoted Urdu dailies and weeklies.>*

$IWHU WKH 'XUEDU DQQRXQ FHP HCpWaBehlso shifte@ Xskfikd PD G $OL
to the new capital, Delhi. Muhammad Alj, the protagonist of the Khilafat movement, soon brought
out an Urdu paper, the Hamdardalso from Delhi. Both were undoubtedly the organs of the young
Muslim Party and pan-Islamists. These papers harped on Islamic issues and became chief organs
of pan-Islamism in northern India.>

The Urdu press had thus, become a powerful medium of reflecting and determining public
opinion. There had been a fairly strong Urdu Muslim press, watchful of Muslim interests. The
Urdu press evolved and reached new heights after the war of Independence of 1857 and underwent
a revolutionary change as a result of the Khilafat agitation and Pakistan movement. There was, as
a result, a great politico-religious mobilisation of the Muslim populace. It is salient to note that the
dominant currents in the Urdu press became nationalist and invigorated the anti-British sentiments,
in spite of the official encouragement to separatism since 1905.
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Self-reliance has emerged as an indispensable quality for a nation in the circumstances
arising out of COVID-19. Self-reliance is that quality of a nation through which it fulfils the needs
of its population and provides them with the conditions of a dignified life. In the view of
environmental problems related to global climate change and their socio-economic consequences,
it is also very relevant to the nations and has become a fact requiring implementation that how to
develop the quality of self-reliance and empower the nation with human existence.

The biggest obstacle in the path of self-reliance of developing countries is widespread
poverty there. This is the reason that in the Sustainable Development Goals set by United Nations,
the first goal is "poverty eradication' and the second goal is freedom from hunger. It is noteworthy
that despite various efforts to reduce poverty, according to the data displayed by the World Bank
in 2019, 8 to 9 per cent of the total population of the world is still living below the poverty line,
which can get only $ 1.90 for daily expenses. Due to the Covid crisis in 2020, 96 million poor have
emerged, the efforts to eradicate poverty have suffered a major setback and poverty and
unemployment have again become a matter of new concern. The second largest country in the
world in terms of population, India is the country with the largest youth population in the
world;¥%64% of the population of which is in the working age group and about 32% of the
population is below 30 years of age. In such a situation, it is necessary to develop the quality of
self-reliance to make this population a boon for the country. Considering poverty as the biggest
obstacle in the path of self-reliance and national development, many programs of poverty
alleviation were started by the Government of India. The Public Distribution System [PDS] is one
of them which was launched in the 1960s and to make it more effective, the Food Security Act
was passed in 2013. The present research paper is an attempt to develop the importance and
relevance of the public distribution system in India and its justification and relevance. The basis
of the research paper is mainly evidence obtained from secondary sources and general observation.
The paper has been written with the primary hypothesis that 'universalization of the public
distribution system is necessary for the nation's self-reliance, poverty alleviation, economic
development and solutions to the problems caused by Covid-19.'

OGirija, Shivkumar, India is set to be the youngest country by 2020, The Hindu
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-is-set-to-become-the-youngest-country-by-2020/article4624347.ece"
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Public Distribution System in India

India is the largest country to adopt the Public Distribution System with 5.4 lakh Fair Price
Shops (FPS),”™ under which food grains are distributed to 16 crore families every year. In 1997,
a provision of PDS was made for the target group, under which citizens living below the poverty
line were given the right to get food grains within the prescribed limit at a low price by issuing
ration cards. But in view of the inherent flaws in the PDF and keeping in mind the plight of lakhs
of migrant laborers in the event of lockdown due to COVID-19, the demand for universalization
of PDS has risen rapidly. The Supreme Court, while hearing several cases, also underlined the
need for universlization of PDS and expected the government to formulate a policy in this regard.

Graph 1
The National Food Security Act (NFSA) is supposed to cover 67% of India's
Population through the Public Distribution Systems

(+
&
&+
$+ #it
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+
B Percentage of population covered under NFSA Percentage of population not covered under NFSA

Source: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution

The National Food Security Act (2013) which was passed with a noble goal to provide right to
food to every citizen; 67 per cent of the population is being benefitted from this law yet more
efforts have to be done. Universalization of PDS can make more effective (Graph 1).

Why Universalization of Public Distribution System is necessary —

Keeping in view the contemporary national and international conditions, needs and
problems, we believe that Universal PDS should be adopted in place of Targeted PDS in India due
to the following reasons i.e. without taking into account the limit of BPL-APL whoever reaches
the FPS without the requirement of ration card and Aadhar card, he should get the prescribed
quantity of food grains and daily use items in the month at subsidized price.

e To Protect the Human Rights of People—

***Annual Report (2020-21) Department of Food and Public Distribution GOI
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To protect the human rights of the people living on the earth is the hallmark of the civilized
world. But natural and human disasters have presented a human rights crisis to the world. The right
to life is the most fundamental human right and the availability of nutritious food items is
indispensable to protect this right. The universalization of PDS will also make it possible to meet
the food requirements of those people who are not able to access FPS due to lack of ration card or
Aadhar card or lack of awareness. The benefit of this system will also be available to those refugees
who are facing adverse conditions due to them not being citizens. At present, Afghan refugees are
feeling unable to meet the essential necessities of life due to lack of employment and are seeking
help for survival.

e Pre-requirement of a Self-Reliant Nation - For the Development of Healthy Working
Population

India has the privilege of being the youngest country in the world. In other countries of the
world where youth is facing the shortage of population, India's 65% working age population can
be very helpful in achieving its goal of becoming a 5 trillion dollar economy quickly. The youth
of India, which includes children and women above the age of 18, cannot be said to be completely
healthy. States like Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh and Bihar have the highest rates
of malnutrition. In Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka, Haryana and Jharkhand more than 50% of the women population suffer from anaemia
(Table-1). Although many socio-economic and cultural reasons are responsible for this
malnutrition, but if nutritious food grains will be available in proper quantity to all, the expenditure
on health facilities will also be reduced and by giving proper training to healthy population, the
work of nation building can be made active. In this way, universalization of PDS will help in
building a self-reliant nation.

Table.1 Percentage of anaemic women in India in 2015-16 & 2019-20

State/UTs Non- Pregnant Pregnant women All women age
women age 15-49 age 15-49 years 15-49 years who
years who are who are anemic  are anemic (%)
anemic (<12.0 g/dl) (<11.0g/dl) (%)

(Y0)
2015-16  2019-20 2015- 2019- 2015- 2019-20
16 20 16

Andaman & Nicobar 65.8 57.6 61.4 53.7 65.7 57.5

Islands

Andhra Pradesh 60.2 59.0 52.9 53.7 60.0 58.8

Arunachal Pradesh 40.6 NA 33.8 NA 40.3 NA

Assam 46.1 66.4 44.8 54.2 46.0 65.9

Bihar 60.4 63.6 58.3 63.1 60.3 63.5

Chandigarh 75.9 NA * NA 75.9 NA

Chhattisgarh 47.3 NA 41.5 NA 47.0 NA

Dadra& Nagar Haveli  80.0 62.6 67.9 60.7 79.5 62.5

Daman & Diu 59.3 * 58.9
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Delhi 52.8 NA 45.1 NA 52.5 NA

Goa 314 38.9 26.7 41.0 31.3 39.0
Gujarat 55.1 65.1 51.3 62.6 54.9 65.0
Haryana 63.1 NA 55.0 NA 62.7 NA
Himachal Pradesh 53.6 534 50.2 42.2 534 53.0
Jammu & Kashmir 40.4 67.3 38.1 44.1 40.3 65.9
Ladakh NA 93.7 NA 78.1 NA 92.8
Jharkhand 65.3 NA 62.6 NA 65.2 NA
Karnataka 44.8 47.8 454 45.7 44.8 47.8
Kerala 34.6 36.5 22.6 314 34.2 36.3
Lakshadweep 46.1 26.0 36.5 20.9 45.7 25.8
Madhya Pradesh 52.4 NA 54.6 NA 52.5 NA
Maharashtra 47.9 54.5 49.3 45.7 48.0 54.2
Manipur 26.4 29.3 26.0 32.4 26.4 29.4
Meghalaya 56.5 54.4 53.1 45.0 56.2 53.8
Mizoram 22.4 34.8 24.5 34.0 22.5 34.8
Nagaland 23.7 29.3 28.9 22.2 23.9 28.9
Odisha 51.2 NA 47.6 NA 51.0 NA
Puducherry 534 NA 26.0 NA 52.4 NA
Punjab 54.0 NA 42.0 NA 53.5 NA
Rajasthan 46.8 NA 46.6 NA 46.8 NA
Sikkim 35.2 42.1 23.6 40.7 349 42.1
Tamil Nadu 55.4 NA 44 .4 NA 55.1 NA
Telangana 56.9 57.8 49.8 53.2 56.7 57.6
Tripura 54.5 67.4 54.4 61.5 54.5 67.2
Uttar Pradesh 52.5 NA 51.0 NA 52.4 NA
Uttarakhand 45.1 NA 46.5 NA 45.2 NA
West Bengal 62.8 71.7 53.6 62.3 62.5 71.4
India 53.1 NA 50.3 NA 53.0 NA

Source: http://rchiips.org/NFHS/NFHS-5 FCTS/NFHS-
5%20State%20Factsheet%20Compendium_Phase-I.pdf

o Essential for Women Empowerment-

Universalization of PDS is also useful with a view to remove gender discrimination in
Indian society. According to an estimate by Mckinsey Global Institute [2015] India can increase
its GDP by § 770 billion by 2025 only by giving equal opportunities to women . At present,
women contribute 17% to the GDP. AAThe number of women in the working age group in India is
432 million, of which 343 million are not paid for their work. In response to the FAQ by UN
Women, it was reported that their situation in Covid-19 has worsened. Women, who were already
malnourished, lost their jobs during Covid-19. Working as nurses and midwives and taking care
of children and the elderly at home has increased their chances of contracting COVID-19. The

**Woetzel et al 2018"
**World bank Report: :RPHQ LQ ,QGLDY (FRQRPLF JURZWK
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report of the Centre for Sustainable Employment, Azim Premji University, said in response to
another question, shows that only 7% of men lost jobs in the first wave of Covid-19, while the
unemployment rate for women stood at 47.5%% Women who do not get any remuneration in
domestic work contribute 30% more than men. UN Women's statistics show that 65% of parents
are not in favour of continuing girls' education. In these situations, a major obstacle in the way of
women empowerment is the lack of employment and health facilities. Universalization of PDS can
remove this hurdle to a great extent not only as women will get adequate food in this system and
the chances of health of their children will increase, but by making them more and more
participants in the operation of FPS, the success of PDS is also unquestionable. A study conducted
on PDS in Tamil Nadu found that FPS run by women Self Help Groups (SHGs) are working
successfully and they are proving to be free from corruption and helpful to women. With the Food
and Agriculture Organization declaring 2023 as the 'Millet Year' and the UN declaring the decade
2021 to 30 as the 'Ecosystem Restoration Decade', Telangana's development committees have set
up women's groups to support sustainable agriculture and economic development. In a province
like Odhisa, 7.2 million women have developed into agricultural entrepreneurs under the 'Millet
Mission'.”"** Based on these trends, the desired development of sustainable economy with women
empowerment can be achieved by inter-linking FPS and women agricultural entrepreneurship.

Graph:2
Monthlly Income Data of Workers in Unorganised Sector In India
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B Source: State of Working India: report 2018

e To Ensure Social Justice and Inclusive Development

The PDS, which was developed keeping in mind the essential target group, the results of
which were not encouraging. Even in states like Kerala and Tamil Nadu where PDS is working
relatively successfully, the targeted PDS has not been availed by the Scheduled Castes/Tribes. This
is also the situation in Karnataka ' +* A major reason for this is the lack of education and awareness
among these sections, due to which they find it difficult in the process of registration and getting
ration card and aadhar card and Due to middlemen they fail to get the desired food grains at

O0State of Working India 2021: One Year of Covid-19, Aziz Premji University
»» livemint.com/opinion.6/9/21"
***Lokayukt Investigation, 2010, The Hindu.cor
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reasonable price. During the Covid-19 crisis, about 40 million migrant laborers had to wander for
food grains due to lack of ration cards. There is also a positive side of the universalization of PDS
that if people live Above Poverty Line [APL] and Below Poverty Line [BPL] living together on
FPS buy goods together, then the inferiority complex within the deprived class will end. And
gradually they will also be able to connect themselves with the mainstream of the society. This
will pave the way for building an equitable, just and inclusive society.

India is currently going through a phase of protest movement of farmers, whose demand is that
their crops should be purchased according to the government support price so that marginal
farmers do not have to wander in the market for selling their produce and they can also get its fair
price. With the universalization of PDS, this demand of theirs will also be fulfilled, because if
there is more number of FPS, the Anna supply can be done by providing reasonable price to such
farmers by purchasing food grains from them.

e Helpful in Bridging the Gaps in the PDS-

The Existing PDS suffers from many lapses i.e. - Sale of food grains of FPS at a higher
price in the retail market, non-availability of food grains to the beneficiaries on time , wastage of
food grains in godowns, corruption in FPS operators, ineffective grievance redressal mechanism,
bribery in issuance of ration cards, decreased quality of food grains etc. Universalization of PDS
will make it possible to remove these shortcomings. APL and BPL category people visiting FPS
together will be helpful in making the grievance redressal mechanism effective and improving the
quality of food grains.

e Helpful in Reducing Black Marketing and Inflation in Retail Business-

Retail business in India suffers from the disease of black marketing. Due to privatization,
the inflation rate is increasing day by day due to a lack of proper control by the government on the
market prices. With PDSK universalisation, at least food grains will not be hit by inflation. It will
be possible to reduce the effect of inflation by increasing the number of FPS for food grains and
making more and more opportunities available to buy food grains from there.

e VWith the reduction in the expenditure on various welfare schemes, it is possible to
develop PDS as their supplementary system -

With targeted PDS, various welfare programs are being run by the government for the poor
and deprived sections. , such as maternal child welfare program, Ayushman Bharat, water supply,
sanitation, social security, nutrition, disaster relief programs etc. in which Rs 17.16 lakh crore was
spent in 2020-21. This expenditure was 12% higher than the previous year- 2019AAAA
Universalization of PDS can reduce the expenditure on many of these programs and The falling
economy can be picked up during the Covid-19. For example, if nutritious food is supplied under
PDS, there will be no need for separate expenditure on maternal and child welfare. The reduction
in malnutrition related diseases will reduce the burden on health infrastructure. Not only this, the
success of schemes like Literacy Mission Digital India will also be ensured if the primary need of

***Economic Survey,March,2021,The Economic Times,June,29,2021"
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hunger is fulfilled. Till now the success of these schemes could not be ensured due to the division
of village and city BPL and APL.

e Useful from the point of view of climate change action and environmental justice-

Climate change is becoming a serious challenge for the world, which is the result of
increasing temperature of the earth and environmental pollution. This challenge is big for India
because the recent UN report on climate change shows that India is the fourth most affected
country in the world in terms of this challenge of climate change. In this regard, the UN Secretary-
General is of the view that climate change action cannot be postponed in the circumstances of
Covid-19. An important action on climate change in India is in the form of organic farming which
can be made effective through Universal PDS. In the era of globalization and liberalization, there
is a sense of insecurity among small Indian farmers and they want protection from the government.
In such a situation, environmental crisis can be faced by the government on one hand by motivating
them to produce organic farming and low carbon emission crops like millet, on the other hand, by
bringing such crops to the market through PDS, sustainable agriculture based economy can be
developed.

Another aspect of the environmental crisis is that the effects of climate change are more on
the poor and disadvantaged sections of the society. Their participation in environmental pollution
and carbon emissions is less, but they have to suffer the most from their side effects. They are
displaced due to natural calamities and have to fight for their survival. This situation is indicative
of environmental injustice. According to UNICEF's 2019 report, 50, 37,000 people were displaced
in India, of which 50 lakh 18 thousand were displaced due to natural disasters. % These displaced
people have been more affected during Covid-19 because they have to live in such camps where
social distance and cleanliness are not enough. In such a situation, universalization of PDS can at
least be helpful in getting them justice by fulfilling their food requirements.

e In line with the spirit of universalization of globalization -

The policy of globalization was adopted in the 1990s keeping in mind the goal of
eradicating poverty from the world and the borders of different countries were opened for trade
and cultural exchange Universal development was encouraged by limiting licences, quotas and
permit raj with positive results. Thinkers like Madan believe that globalization had a positive
contribution in reducing poverty, although it increased the unemployment rate. India is one of the
countries in terms of fastest reducing poverty, although the circumstances of Covid-19 have given
birth to new poor. According to a UN estimate, 28% of the people in India are below the poverty
line. The process of globalization has slowed down in the Covid-19 crisis, but the facts prove that
the sense of universality inherent in globalization has benefited the country and the world. With
this sense of universality, if PDS is universalized, then its results can also be predicted to be
positive.

o Helpful in achieving the goal of good governance-

At present, the declared goal of developing countries including India is to establish good
governance. Universalization of PDS can prove helpful in achieving this goal. If the
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universalization of PDS can protect human rights, protect and empower women and children, bring
transparency in the system and ensure people's participation, then surely good governance can be
established. Because these are the criteria on the basis of which good governance can be tested.

Conclusions and Suggestions-

Universalization of India's public distribution system, which is the world's largest public
distribution system, is not only necessary but also desired due to various reasons. But it cannot be
said that Universal PDS will be the solution to all the problems. The following suggestions can be
given to make Universal PDS effective -

e Increase the number of FPS and the responsibility of their operation should be given to a
large number of women so that along with increasing their entrepreneurship, successful
management of FPS can also be done.

e FPS should be directly linked with the farmers and food grains production should be
increased to the level of self-sufficiency.

e Production and distribution of bajra, kodo, sava, gram, moong and urad along with wheat
and rice should be encouraged so that people can get enough nutrients and control
malnutrition through FPS. These crops also have the ability to adapt to the environment.

e Dairy products and fruits and vegetables should also be included in the FPS while
expanding the PDS.

e Training of organic farming techniques and zero budget farming should be provided at the
village level.

o Efforts should be made to increase the participation of rural and urban people with PDS.
Local self-government needs action in this direction.

e Information technology should be used for monitoring and monitoring of FPS and a strong
grievance redressal mechanism should be developed to keep them away from the evils of
bureaucracy.

e The help of NGOs should be taken to provide benefits of PDS to all sections of the society.
Industrial Social Responsibility should be extended to PDS in the era of Covid-19. Bonus
price should be provided to the marginal farmers of some villages through industrialists by
giving them the price of their crops with minimum support price and by delivering a certain
quantity of food grains to the FPS every year. This will end the gap between industrialists
and farmers and will also move towards taking steps together in building a self-reliant
nation.

e Proper maintenance of godowns is also required to prevent wastage of food grains.

e Along with the universalization of PDS, the system of cash transfer and coupons should
also be adopted to a certain extent so that the two systems can work in tandem with each
other. The experience of countries like Brazil and Ethiopia can be beneficial in this

direction.
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Nation, Nationalism and the Public Sphere: Religious Politics in India-Edited by Avishek
Ray and Ishita Banerjee-Dube

This edited text covers various instrumental articles for understanding, as the title suggests,
the concept of nation and nationalism which carries multiple understandings within themselves.
The articles have been contributed by a few leading intellectual minds of academia having
specialisation in religious and cultural politics considering Hindutva nationalism in between all
the debates and talks of the contemporary time. The text was published for the first time in 2020
by Sage Publications. The text consists of eleven chapters with an introduction by editors. At the
end of the text, editors and contributors are introduced which I suggest should be done in
beginning.

The introduction, as is appropriate has been written by the editors of the book. Initially, in
this chapter writers put forth the impact of religion in politics and how the scholars are seeing it
with seriousness and contemplating secularism as a worldview or creation of Euro-American
tradition. While discussing history, writers said separation of religion from politics went back to a
pre-modern time when the sphere of religion (the church and the ecclesiastical) from the secular
(the state, economy, science and art) got separated and in this way, secularism has been widely
acknowledged as a liberating force but liberation in non-west societies has come at a cost. For
Ashish Nandy 'secularism has been a pretext for de-indigenization and de-culturation'. It is argued
that nationalism as considered by Anderson, Chatterjee and Gellner, based on some common
markers that generated a sense of belongingness that religion manifests explicitly and can't be
separated from politics. In post-colonial India, this idea of Hindu nationalism made its place in the
public domain because of cultural identities which have common values and when this idea of
Hindu nationalism became popular within an organization this is needless to say that it would get
support from identifying on cultural grounds. Here comes the domain of racism and cultural
minority as we know that nationalism based on identity will bring with it the problems of minority
and racism where the dominant race united with identification on similar culture wouldn't tolerate
minority and feeling of superiority will deteriorate the social order.

In the first chapter, Mark Juergen Meyer initially gave different aspects of religiosity-
'nation' or 'community’, 'beliefs', 'ethical law' or 'moral law'. He looks towards the question of how
fluid religiosity in India became hardened into fractious communalism and became highly
politicized. The writer considered the tradition of Hinduism as congeries of different sects and
lineages as Muslims, Sikhs, Christians Jains, and other communities. The writer while giving a
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reference to Aamir Mufti said that this homogeneous religious identity began with London-trained
leaders like Nehru and Jinnah who think of India's nation-building as one of homogeneous cultural
unity and this worked as a catalyst in thinking of Pakistan as a separate state. Charles Taylor has
been quoted when considering secularism as consisting of its own ideological character.
Commitments of the BJP towards Hindu culture against a secular congress have been discussed as
how the incident of demolition of Babri masjid in 1992 created space for BJP to come into power
and again in 2014, the personality of Narendra Modi as explicitly favouring one community
brought BJP into power. Sikh attempt to create a religious state and efforts of Sant Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale apart from how India's religious politics is affecting or influencing the other
subcontinent countries are also discussed.

In the second chapter, Tabinda M. Khan explained how middle-class reformers in Pakistan
justified modernizing Islamic law where ulama (traditional Islamic scholar) is seen as obscurantist.
Pakistani women's rights groups collaborated with reformers and made these reformed laws as
symbol of their movement. The writer also described how traditional Islamic institutions give
challenges to modern liberating forces. Further writer says, In this chapter, I use the term
'modernist' for the reform movement that began with Sayyid Ahmad Khan. “The writer also several
times pointed out that conservatists opposed the creation of Pakistan but these Mullahs or as the
writer has called them 'obscurantist mullahs' continued to describe the women's rights movement
as 'magribh-zadah'.. In the end, the writer said contrary to media discourse 'modernity’ and
'tradition' can be reconciled and to improve modern law it becomes mandatory to incorporate
tradition into the modern legal system.

In the third chapter, the writer has given examples of various travelogues which were
written considering religious significance. This chapter is an inquiry into the form and content of
travelogues of the late 1920s to early 1940s. Travel writings were prevalent in this period in the
light of nation-building and religious-spiritual identity formation. This chapter explores the
articulation of Hindu imaginings by examining the style, form and content of several travelogues
published in the well-known Hindi periodical Sudha, along with it various others such as Sarasvati,
Madhuri, and Chand. Hindi writings of the first half of the 20th century reflect the changing notion
of pilgrimage and tourism to urban and rural destinations of British India in the context of rising
nationalist awareness and anti-colonial struggle. In Rameshwar Dayal Dube's travel narrative, he
connected the culture of backpacking with 'keval ghumne ke liye'. Although the title of the chapter
does not do justice to its content but content is very unique and hidden notion which has been
unveiled by the writer.

The fourth chapter presented by Sayori Ghosal explores the minority identity of Indian
Muslims. Her chapter begins with an argument of Upendra Nath Mukherjee, who is the central
figure of this chapter along with his book, 'A Dying Race' published in 1909. The foundational
argument of his book is based on the proposition that Hindus with this pace of growth in population
parallel with Muslims will be wiped out in 420 years. His meeting with Swami Shraddhananda in
1912 and the impression he had made was such that the thesis originally given by Upendra Nath
Mukherjee had been adopted by Swami ji. The writer contemplated secular and religious
nationalism where both are of modern times has been contended by the writer. The difference in
race and religion is also put forth and how religion is socially produced and race unlike religion is
natural. Further, Mukherjee argued that how lower-class widows are converting to evade social
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castigation, and this is also a significant reason of decline in Hindu population growth. The poor
physique of Bengali Hindus as has been seen concisely by Mukherjee was considered as one of
the reasons for such a decline. In the end, how religious distinction hide the remnants of racism
has been seen and an attempt here is made to re-examine the relationship between religion and
race.

The fifth chapter is written by Anne Hartig. The writer is an art historian specialising in
Indian architecture, religion and culture. She has written this chapter in special reference to Birla
Mandir in Delhi. She argued that the temple-building project undertaken by the Birla family was
contributing to the political project of nation-building. This chapter reflects the notion that if
religious identity and functions are changing, religious architecture had to reflect these new
movements. How this has become for the carriers of Hindu nationalism to equalise the religious
architecture of their culture reflects in this report of the Archaeological Survey of India on the eve
of the construction of the new imperial capital which listed around 200 mosques only within the
walled city against a total of fewer than 100 temples in and around Delhi. This prompted the series
of building monuments of this beautiful Lakshmi Narayan/Birla temple as sponsored by
Ghanshyam Das Birla. Madan Mohan Malviya played a significant role in persuading the British
government to permit the construction of Birla Mandir. Swami Shraddhananda expressed anguish
over the lack of religious assembly places for Hindus which results in solidarity and organizing
Hindus, a parallel view at the Muslim congregation at masjid on 'jumme ki namaz' was considered.

In chapter six presented by Himani Kapoor explored Sri Sri Ravi Shankar's Art of Living
Foundation which has its motto as Vasudeva Kutumbakam or 'one world family'. Since the setting
up of AOLF in 1981 it has been doing philanthropic works across the world with significant reach
in nearly 150 countries and its various programmes along with YES+ is particularly famous
amongst youth. This programme is based on a rhythmic kriya known as the Sudarshan kriya which
is presented by Ravishankar (Gurudev). It works to release stress which has also been proven by
data from the emergent fields of neurosciences and cognitive studies. The writer also talked about
promotional videos by this organization, what these videos convey and what is the significance of
these videos. In the end, what the researchers think about AOLF and Gurudev has been put forth
by the writer in which Jacobs in his study of the AOLF observes that AOLF priorities yogic
techniques over doctrine and the 48-year-old entrepreneur said Gurudev accepts all religions and
wisdom.

In chapter seven Ridhima Sharma talks about cow protection. She has presented a case
study in this chapter of the Shree Gopal Gaushala situated in the town of Faridabad (Haryana). She
tried to map out the structure, function, source of income, gender, caste, and labour at Gaushala.
Initially, she presented an overview of the discourse which came into the arena after Hindu
nationalist organizations took this cause and gau mata parallel with Bharat Mata and both give us
life and not just that but linked it with the rural economy and since 2014 and particularly in Uttar
Pradesh since 2017 this cause of cow holds the significant position and various schemes have been
implemented for the protection of cows. The writer explored Shree Gopal Gaushala which was
founded by Vishwa Hindu Parishad and is run by a trust including senior members of VHP. Writer
found out that this gaushala housed nearly 840 cows as of December 2017, of these 150 are milk-
producing, 170 are male cows (Nandis), 200 are old, 60 are blind and 20 are accident stricken.
Along with giving the structure of gaushala, the writer talked about labour and the difference in
wages between men and women and their living sphere.
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Chapter eight presented by Manjima Chatterjee, charts the phenomenal rise of Narendra
Modi, a media-led journey by way of newspaper reports and articles. Narendra Modi has managed
most outstanding use of technology, social media and national media in these last two decades by
to come to the centre of national politics and eventually becoming the prime minister. The history
of Narendra Modi's rise in the BJP became significant in Gujrat and post 2002 riots made him a
villain and hero at the same time, who could be seen as a saviour of Hindus. Statements like 356-
inch ki chati “ garnered him a lot of attention.

The ninth chapter is written by Sreya Mitra. The writer took Shahrukh Khan as her case
study and depicted him as a Global Indian. The writer while discussing the controversies with
Shahrukh khan has discussed a few of his movies which became the reason for his love and hate
amongst his fans and Hindu nationalist groups respectively. "My name is khan' released in 2010
became an instant controversy in which Shahrukh played the role of a Muslim who was troubled
in the USA because of his identity as a Muslim. This role of Shahrukh in fact depicts him as a
liberal Muslim who became acquainted with urban liberal ideas against one of his recent movies
Raees in which his depiction as Muslim seems more orthodox than any of his others namely My
name is khan or Chak De India. His role as NRI in the first decade of the twenty-first century made
him stand amongst the global citizens which represented the globalisation and liberalisation of the
world.

Chapter ten by Maribel Elliet Alvarado Becerril examines the different narratives of
nationalism used in English news channels in India and analyses the intersection between media,
especially television debates, and the triumph of the Hindu right with prime minister Narendra
Modi. The writer describes the roles of prime-time debates in forming opinions and writer at
various places has taken into account the incidents or debates of Arnab Goswami at Times Now
and later on Republic TV. He has been contrasted with Ravish Kumar from NDTV. The history
of television in India has also been discussed along with the broadcast of Ramayana and
Mahabharata which became the catalyst in the Ramjanmbhoomi case and excited people which
ultimately led to the demolition of the Babri masjid in 1992.

In eleventh chapter, Prithibi Pratibha Gogoi chose the Dimasa tribe (belonging to the
tibeto-burman linguistic and ethnic community) of Assam and its traditional institution 'Daikho’
as her case study. Daikho is a sort of cultural landscape which is encircled by the tribes and
considered their sacred place where no one from the outside is allowed but the tribespeople. People
who become impure are not allowed in the Daikho unless activities for making pure are not
performed. If a man marries into another community, he should be purified before entering Daikho
while women under same circumstances are not allowed to perform activities to become pure.
There are 12 Daikhos that have been counted while the writer on her visit found 3 more. The writer
met native people and tried to understand the Dimasa tribe and Daikho but she was not allowed to
enter Daikho although she got information regarding this tribe which is rich in tradition. Menstrual
cycles are considered a sign of impurity and women were not allowed to enter into kitchens and
sacred places of the tribe. The rules of purity and pollution followed by the Dimasas are a result
of their conversion to Brahmanical Hinduism.

Although this text consists of rich ideas regarding nation and nationalism still it does not
do complete justice with content that ought to have been included. Case studies of an institution,
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a personality or an organization have narrowed the idea and the study. The meaning of nation and
nationalism is not clearly identified. However, the book can act as a fertile ground for anyone who
wishes to explore some limited dimensions of nation and nationalism.
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