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This issue of the journal presents an intellectually diverse collection of articles that together engage with
the foundational, cultural, spiritual, and political dimensions of Indian thought. The contributions
included here not only reaffirm the depth of India’s civilizational heritage but also situate it meaningfully

in dialogue with contemporary academic and societal concerns.

The opening article, “¥Rd1F qfagm #1 gearaqn 9 afofa qeq Tq G&kd 9759, analyses the principles
articulated in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution through the lens of Sanskrit literary traditions. This
study reminds us that values such as justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity are not abstract ideals
borrowed from elsewhere but are deeply rooted in indigenous philosophical discourses. The Constitution,
therefore, emerges as both a modern framework for governance and a continuation of India’s intellectual
legacy. “YRd GTa— e F) 377%79/7%" 139 4 3UIGFAT, ” examines Sanatan Dharma as a philosophy of life
that transcends ritualistic dimensions to provide ethical and spiritual guidance for humanity. In an age of
ecological imbalance and global fragmentation, this article underscores its enduring relevance in shaping

discourses of harmony and sustainable living.

“Search on Research — Vedas and Upanishads through a Bibliometric Analysis,” applies bibliometric
tools to classical sources and bridges traditional scholarship and modern research methodologies,
demonstrating the continuing vitality of ancient texts in shaping academic trajectories. “YRd %I YRIRE
W@%&v" EEYT 3R 3TFHT TAqH 99 W g914, complements this inquiry by highlighting the global
influence of India’s cultural systems, revealing how traditions rooted in antiquity continue to shape and
inspire contemporary societies across the world. “Evaluating India’s Economy and Political
Development through the Perspective of Capability Approach,” moves beyond economic growth metrics
and underscores the importance of dignity, freedom, and opportunity as fundamental measures of
progress, providing a critical lens through which to understand India’s democratic and developmental

trajectory.



The ?ﬂ?@'\g section deepens this reflective engagement, ‘7-]\?*7737&?17 YI3¥shH, " draws attention to the
significance of value-based education in today’s curriculum, reaffirming the role of pedagogy in
cultivating ethical citizens. e TITEY, I gary Tq 37Hq # 3739-]\7% * 7%/? YA 37977 &t
31991 foregrounds the relevance of Indian spirituality in addressing global crises of well-being and
mental health, and “Emergence of Hindutva in 21st Century” provides a nuanced perspective on
contemporary political transformations and their implications for Indian society. The issue also includes
a book review of “The Coming Wave,” offering a critical engagement with forward-looking global
concerns. Concluding the volume, the TIfaIeT section presents an enchanting poem, “f31aT,” which

poetically paints a picture of Shiva.

Taken together, the articles in this issue reflect the vibrancy of Indian intellectual traditions and their
continued dialogue with modern realities. By weaving together scholarship on constitutional values,
cultural continuity, spiritual ethics, political development, and literary expression, this edition affirms the

enduring relevance of India’s past while opening pathways for reimagining its future.

Editor
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EEE
AR HITeT Y SEaraHT # Sfvia Hod Ue @ik argd: S & seva &t

Fuur T & T Eed #
ToTd higed!
MY BH,
Terifer forgmr fersam,
<ery =T foig forgfarener, o

T H TR T T el SATHT i shovfl AT T € Tl FHEAT ST & AT ST € el @ S STTa bl Seltfed &
ATt 3T AT TS g 21 Sfart 3t g o ATt a8 ), Foreh form Sftar Y sheo s wve T2t e g6t
SRR TR H HITET T SEaTaT T Sfere Y SATeHT & &9 § Ieciiad ST 3tad & 7, Fifen ag off dferam
o T deall ol 370 HTa RIS BU B Srereh Aream @ Sferem ot same shy STt 8| G T 7o Tedeh g
wferer= # ST o o § i o gUHET § Tl ol SEdTeT 3 Hifereh et U Sevi ohl 319 Hfia
HUTY BT R ST 9T # gl W G € TS IS8 gHIR HeTqesi g1 916 o A1 JHE T 9| e T st
ATATE T feaTIqectTe TieTahmTey- USTTer TTsY foraTa # SRTaHT oA avi i §U e & “SEdTaT Sferer i SATeHT
& ST STNERIT Te SMAd 217> Helted =ATaerd o Jed =TTt S hRIare MHdl- W o1 99 foame §
SREITST 3h SAREAT Ll BU e & T frerm ot s srearamT # afofa geat ot gfy & St =nfew| sreararm
T & T o6 T H 2 3@ ST & W 39 W 1960 § 5 SRS HIHe § IsaaH ~ARITeR g g STER foRa
AT G{q $9 O AT WAl W 6T 6o, Fofar 7 wforem @it & g5 =i o SR 0 SEdraT i Hiem 1

T {ET T3P

VT2 EfereT o1 €1 e Wfererr o afof SectTerT oh fore it et werett Sira & fob e off fereft wiferem & srgomfora
2, Tarsiwent TafterT & Giqam 1 SHeRT SEa T HHAT ST 81 SHeRT Ga8 9T 0T I8 oY & for smafeht
i H R YTeTa T T AT 36 AT AT 8| BTl I8 formui 7 foh Wi ot SredraT ST,
AT fera e it § el tferek forega T foremmer 21 Wi e & sgd & Tegt bt W ehd 9T o
i T 39 W 3T $1ge forare oft wforen ot gan foreg s @ o o) st wifer St stoe el
sAferer e forfira 31 afe & vl anfeer 1 50 3fY @ sterem L A1 B ST € T T % IRl 1 v
Tior o ST T € ITH B ST 59 JehR Her oAl SRedterT sht SefRreh 3 w9 # foram e 31 e war
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foreeper ot o = ud +ft foreqa (S wteR w1eg <1 ST &) oft foret S s wfeT § e Bl 2,
FSrer T Wil 21T & S8 TR |fee 1 37 Ao Tl 0 T 2| SR STee o1 fafi el o 9 I8
+ff T 3t @ Tob YT S Wfecd T STEe ot STWTET ohl ST hAT| R T |ifeed o 3 Gt g o
TIEAT Y T2 & S & TSRt Srerem § ot férerar 21 o S e ot o € @ 6 i aeta oy g ast
H 7 Sfte # 3R ge 2, o W i, 797 ve Ffesama sov o awe 8 o @ 8 3 8 e S | R
TR STH oL Hohdl ol SR STEIRI | 36 TR Forea & =it o1 773 2

G T SEATAAT SR WREA T S8R A5

St T e H ¥ T T TR STTST S WereT ShY SRATeT ol ST shT T s 9 fore ferfire e o wiferer
H ST & U SIEATeT H = o e Het oy off - e @ form wra # gfeshifemt grr 1215 &
H1et ohT ST HieTaTs s e % fwior o fofe weyem o o &9 3@ ST 21 W 59 9T ° 6
forame et @ fop crareenail 3 e wowrstl 1 et ARTe™ AT @ SR W ue fam # ffifa w2 gt wig &
T | Al | oITH Bt 31 S-al Lol o SR 9T SFeAqTd sdl 8| Efore oY TearerT o1 farer o 3w,
& o T T SIATE THT Toh TET TR & ST WA § 6eepd o GqUl @ifeed § <@ i et 1 A Wi §
foreft of wnnfeer 3 Fomior 3 e qd & 3ok Seva ot vl foram T 81 56T SToeft srerre Y & SToe SewEl o A
LTS 2| US| i HaF 6 HEaH | FE! S S @l & foh 3 IUMRH ohi Ugeht 1 9T6 8N Uet fe fohelt
IufE T TS ST & Y Foret TohT 38 ifer 5t & FirciTent ugeT Steh ST St oht wfrer i sreararT o fore
o oft g1 ST 1 36 T STEre shi +ff ST 2, IufRT i srarferd & & wHgr o) 1S i e a1 v
T ST W3 o AT TR T hT T A 39 THEAT SITAT 8| 3T F8T TR I8 T Heha & foh HITHH o1&
% 9 H gated <ARTer 2 Od forfer st v oft srere sy sarwenst % fmfor & fore stafierd arar @ S wwa
¥ 72 T Tetifn a7 e YRa § off § T WA § Ueh UE aee ot § 511 37 et sHeeenal @ el At
vifeReTTeft § 9% & e ot s, S gated & fSraent 11T AnTies 9Ts o &9 7 fEfud foram s & grerifn
TR AT TS O el 71k foreqa Saaret 21 Sii Sieh ohl AT THTST 3T JOTdT THET ST & Sfelfeh SRa
T I8 SIawAT e THY § e 8, St foh R § 3 Tt oft soarer ot SeareaT o 3e9at o A WTae & &9 |
T FHAT & e B0 SERTEAT % THqeT A =Icd ol HATST Siol & foIe) o e shl =ATIETd W Jeid & T
T 3 1 1 ST oft Tarw & S B ok =frek e # feraet Ffeat et € ud fore R weerfieRtor
AT o1 fohe TohR B fora| Tt T WA hl sTereT3Tl ohl SUHINIAT &, STal STarwdehdl & e Gedmd off
& iq ek EA €] 39 YohR WA H il G ¥ Wifecd Ud Al § 3egdi 1 forIy Jie € foraeh! dish
o I &1 hl S
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HIVAT : TSI T ATIR
AT H o qed o &9 § R 1 6] A1 Tl S Tea T o &9 § Frefia foram mm 21 sereht a1ef
& T Tt oft el o e S aITeT U ST SEaart § T el AT s forelt off o T o Srefi
BT Ul &9 & Tt T T BN WAT TS o I FR qeall 7§ 8 o & frad forersrt a5 st & o i ae
& TR, &P, SEEIT| T U T1Ee g0+t UsT o el =R el S7aTd 7T &) Ferermeehl 510§+t o frgia =t
Hicred! @t o WhieTet formmen S S o war  fogia @ o ST S & e a8 dwar & stfowrsa
AT & Ue 3 fereT Uk sarfh 1 T # Ffed st €1 e S Sl wraredt # S S g A0 gEden
T 1T JREYSH T HIAT h1 AT A1 AT & 390k AN 390 U8 Aeh a1 we 7 ffed 7 st
HATN & U T hi 36k ST T BTeAi(eh 39k faolid &1 AR iR ST o1 fogia «ff wie o &4t g
sfcroTfa fera T Fores e dren | fHfed AT 15| FET 9 e © S WRA o ded e @ ot 8 S
o1 o # +fit == 2T ST <[k & fof 9T # clieh Feliai € T ik | € @it wifveat Ffea fawrdt ) < o el
YAHL AT T Fhell & foh S8 AN & FT1oh (76 T & HETHIT o6 QA(Tudl o 14-15 ITEar H <8 o AfeH1 M8
TS ¥ TS Hifeed T off 1o srefme # dg T SuRfiar okt wenfue foam & wiq e W <ok o watai g o off
& SEARIA H 3UeH &l S hifeed 7ot refwme # fored ©
dievrgel fe YArHgSH: | Ggavs: TRYEd| FUTees: 75 1°

T T T S HHET ST 1 ST A&T ek shi = Y St € A 78 HHe AT & S § o6 <k §
FAT? Ak © ST alet SEEHT § T Bl UY[-Uferai Ue &2 TR o Sfal § 8| 379 s 3l T defy Tt
e i1 o st © foremt ot ooh-ge & 98 3¢ § e wiRa i1 wwgot axi st € fored st 3
EHEATE SUTEAT  TehTcH HTEETE 3h1 HehedHT o1 AT fSaT| Fqd: F81 AHTaTE 3168 SR fohaT 1T & W 3wt
Sftell sh1 Ush-g@L | Sigeht @l 8| Sit fi o & o€ sratis o dorr Sit sris o © =€ fig ) ug oren o Jfe aft
wifrat ffed g AT foreT AT e sht STTarwehdl €1 e &) T Jfe 39 ST e WO o SHqed Wi ol Tt
T SIS AT & e ¢ o T S8 T ATk TS T TR HIYT © Srem & o i ot stfaemazas
e Tt aTett St # o8 Wt Hied 2, e e a7 off Wit dc & 1 &1 T S, 36 9 AR
T I H3 [TEH WA o ST ohl AT AT & 36 ST 3hi 18 L @ fof R | T &1=he ST 36H Lo At
ST © fored war fifed 1 ag A &

It aq wEe s st |

Y A W AT WA I etz ||© (23,1, forsop gamor )
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THTAATET T : THAT <hl 3T Teh WU

EforeT 3hY T SATaT § A% X168 el T sifosh 39 3168 Wi 1976 H Tt i |t il STt g 424 "l
T ST ST TR AT 36 1T H 15 &1 T 71 ¢ foh ARd TRV § & GHTSiamal T4 81 8l F81 3T
37} WoeT % AN B ¥ TEl & W A F1A U & 2| S Frer § GISETET SRREN H @H 8 T8
T ST =TfeT fof 7 foram wfafsran o &0 & for o e wene 5ot ISfiane sr fiftfa sreerstt & fowg a7
Sl SrdTedt o S aut § =rariell i et U GuIsT s ST @ifeh 36 forameemn o forment 1
I HIT o7 o ISfiaTa SR TSt & STk 9 6 STaT ST g & fSreen st it waft ue v g st
1 TSI <hT 39 B< e SLEToT T foh forereh wrearm § o7 Srcafires o a1 Heh| 3=l wrdTeal o 37 H € it
I o SR FHTSIEG o1 g Staied foram frem wrstae ot s fem o &0 § e -+ werfud faam
TR Efere & eTStael fgia Tsa o i e deal § 3T § ST 3 Efem & Wit [V 377=88 36 9 51
T &) GHTSITE 1 & Fgia 2 Fore Sl Foa okl T ol HehedHT sh S foaT| AfQ Aieh ook T
& THTSTEE o S 1 U1 ST & T B U 1o o TuTehT TS o a1 WA TIfeed 5 ShTe 3 o e
I H AHTSTETE ST HehIvl A1 SRt Tgd foreqal 81 o7 foelT +ft foremt o foreg, et Stwwm ot & 3 o S=freefi
STATeRT # < i AT &, T AT T GHISTETE qf GqUl IS 3hi 370 BT ATt Ferd el G EHT 1 fofa
& Wt i oY fomiar 31 waT & Afe ot o forTSi 1 FafY @ T ST @ A1 39 a1 o S ol 3T
TN & foh 78 W 1 AR © TSTaehl 578 & R ST IT(d shi STH EAT Iorerehl shed T forer i feelt
|1 A A1 3 off| ST b1 forTs €l ol saee i 9o o o foreeh AT § RA Ueh el A1 o ®9
Torspfera g3t saareaedl  FAfrRIT B ST AHT= ST € g $Heh 7T 390 Ger fohm ST @ 1 <61 3¢ Joi:
T foRAT ST &) AfS IRd | DIAT-Fd S el 380k X H freH Bid a1 248 T To HTH S a1l 320
Jfve o weet € 6 H R et § Ue $at @ Y A1 1 AT S 98 el @

IIMATATHE HE Afedhsd T S |

A TR oA W T4 e iagTq)l’
AT FH SHTA o HOT-H01 § TF &1 ST HT AT & FEAT AT Yeieh ITHNT AT A0 oredt @t o St ol
TN SATITIRATE G 8wk 1 e fora 3=ar foramdl we amenfied € it = fords ey <t wiq sfa A Ry
T S | ae 2
TS 7 & A foheq ST 3fE % € S T § Y quar wid a2 S 38 TER §
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T ATV AT

HAYAY SATeHT a7 foreedn’®
=TT St 7w ot ST S we $a % at woft rfor & oheq ¥ ot foReft & oft o e ok ge
SITITR STHTOT BT SiT & 3 T8 T 3 o B STewTaT o1 saaer & ITsd 8T =11eg

TR § FoTSt ol ot 8 forenfora sheert et S St forereht 37l a1 @ fof s7refter oSt & wehteran € forét e IR
=1 T8 T SIT Wbl & Torerh forfis= S weh g ot e Sfareiferd & forew ush i1 =t aifd q v =t eafar
T 56T e AT Aol T sh S T @ A1 8T Ueh ST 2hl Feial At 21T STt oh 2T 31 oht fieft st
& AT R o7 Tl A o ST T&T 8| I8! Troel AHTSIANG o aX1 & [oTeH Erq0l et o1 forehrd &1 |eh 1
foF oI wTSTaTE S STy e wHe § TS o fo-fre ek e E

GerfAaerar # e <R sTrarvareRaT

TTTIETAT 3168 A1 aqd: 1976 H Eie™ 7 ST T W i 36 qod i AT 8 39 Sfia ookt =1 &
1 3fE v < afecr 1 o L At R & Rd 36 o o 310 6 g ) 9t el durfiederar
7o g SrfaeTTasaeh 21 GAferdr st 37ef 91 ®UT § <@ ST ©, T AR ilcAs: Yufgerdr ) e
TS 1 T B 1S 9 T & ot g Wl gt B WA €9 | T @, STaT SR Rieen yefrard, e asa
T UY & TREIVT o foTT U JATE Y| $9eh sfi=l ohT 3T T 1 Uit & i wfskar ua fftera gfe & e =1
TS o R T8 T YT STAATE THITIRTAT € FHEAT ST 8, g & o 372 shi SATUehell b i Y BN
e A fRuETdT WTea ST g3 21 AT &H “UFICIY 7163 ohl & STt shl T I shl 0T 39 I7oq i i @Tefeh
Tt g8 foadt 21 Tordae o1 7 T B ST € 36 et o SXM N 3T © S S T ST R

o farfar arger framere Armemiot goft e

ITT 39 AT T 379 © Toh TR <t ot et R forfiT siTorati o siier Al Te AT JoRR o gE ol qTe
TRl T Ted | 9 AT H ST o 3768 ot 31ef v o w0 7 oft foram 1T wehdt © it awqa: o o € T M B
TET IRA & HHRE B AT Y T A R TG ST T S TN WA ST & 9% I8 @ ToR o g < o
oTfteR Sfia o1 ST HHRI BT Fehall o2 FITh ToheT +ft TS T eI B oh ToTq 370 ATIGRI o Sta
T o gl ot 3are sTafer g fores srrer & Trowr forett +ff T ot Tt T H war e 2, 78 ot
T T S @ oh I8 Taid €8 o ot W ATl 9 6 g0 78 ST Wb W ST 331 o HTEad 6 g Siia o
T &I Hehdl &, 36T 31 T € el T &1 TW o AT &I T ST T ST qT ITH Teall & aev g’ I
&, Forereh srviTer o fofir el o6 w1 STl o1 ek W1l TeHTT ST 21 ST Tafor “efam qel aret ot wfamfd &t
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ST TS & qT I6hT STTeasha T STAEr &1 STl 2| “3Tshre i TaT aqor & fSraeh e 7 Sagere &
TS ST 39 TR I ST g H his Heohl el foh GuIfruer 2 o forw ot e i s1eia strawarehar 81 08 o
TS 370 1 T} VI 8 el & ST I QT o ARTH eTfHeh Sfia ST & Ust & o el i 319 Sfia
T SR ST AR T 2l

THATI+Teh TURTSA: WA T BT HHToTeh Tod

TR | T S W68 “AlehaTi=Teh TR Sad o 36 Jed i ST Hehd hLdT & oo 77 e o
forshrer & Srqerta FrTeT Telor oo 21 wfe 57 ST wrsal 1 FR-B foresh i A1 I8 WA AT T AT A
TEiferd X BC ol 81 Fe U ek W1eq i IS o SHIHET T A AHAT ST 8, T& WHbT 2
AR IT68 37O 7T H S5 foreqel 313 1 T 39 T U T J&T I8 I6AT T ST T AT Tl & 3Ty
59 T 1 AT Bid §U W AT BIST ST &1 FT=i 81 Tl ohT 3T Tl ST 319 EATeH o6 oI s
TRIT G5 ST Qe o Tedeh S o Sfia sht foar | i 36 31eq ot gH 31 wferer st SearaT | STaemn
& TE SIS e AT § AT T e % 9 H 9Wd © e 360 HI3 €I TR & o6 I8 R T e o
Ty 39 T8 U AT B I8 W68 AT oY S TEf st Sout TTAT o | SN HRE T 2l A€ HRom off
& Toh TR o1 TATehd™ shl ST o &9 H <@ SITAT 8] 36k ATV o &Y H I8 oGehIci HHa ¢ [5eh af Ta THT
ug wfifa 2 St ek st afaffere st 81 37 TaHt § e o foer § fiaa-w= foram s & v forer wehm &fres
T HTATV B TRl © 39 W Fred® & ==t off o Sireft 21 3771 Y cAreherr wftifer i & T@ ARi Te & §9
T STHT SITAT 81 SATST ohY TSTEHT bl T T sht @7 fS18 S=ur e 31 Wtet ot @1 off el ST 2, 98 39fag
iR 30 Ta H STk W aTet SATRT T T STH BIT T, ST ST TsaraT § off et 2

TURTSY Y18 T 37 TN GRT FA1erd T § &, T ST 36 3168 1 quifocisr’ & FHIed T ST & forad
forw sreum wdfia g 81 afe Cufeeen’ 31eq o 379 sl GHFH 1 TATE L T I GHEAT ST & foh I8 U8 T oht
HeFUAT AT & TSraehT qfera el ot ST SR AT T B HETWRA W WA o 3T Hfecd § TuRrsal o 37
T % forar st S 2 Fomm TR A1 heet Tsat o TfAHfe S awidr @ STuar 3eH 95 € Tsal 6
ARIATHAT R ST Tk Telt w1 3Bt 1 ot o6 SIrelt @ i R0fh Ser s Wt ue feRet i ueh e
HITereR R GET TEl shicl| 12l STHTe STreeTet foed ™ & 7ot qedeh “féwg Ustareaaredn | g ToRrsal 0 Jehret
ST 2l TS &4 for & 68 U TS o GXM 2l ST & 57eh T & a1 Lafoeter” & fomg o warifeshat sfewat
o STefi 8| THTL 32 o HITET ol STEATaT o ST 37 GI1 ST “TAhdTi-=1eh TR’ 3hT Teh §Te AT 37T & af
T T U G I NEIRIA LT & S foh SH SR <37 3h1 I sh1 HEid & ST gl
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T ARAT TAATE hi oA T Jfdes

TR ST T STEdTarT § TTHTSTeh, STTfieh Te Tstafrer =T 1 Jod &9 8 T JTH 37T 2| |1 =,
Tt wreTiTen Reufaay, |reTioTer SeHT U 36 T o1 GTHTiSTes Geel Ut YHTd © Heftrd 81 |eisieh = ved
Sl JTTeET H ST H ST, S-S T H IR T Fa1e 370 A T IgaT STH-8 T o 3771 9t
T T ST ST T 380 Higerall Heferd STferpr ot 311 ST &) YRd | SHfd soaeer U6 369 Sl &gl &l
IR 3T o ®9 H @ SR wHE T S=fedt wraredt § Sfar gol v et wraredt § Sf sferea
TG = Tt T U e STHT Iy § HE AT ST S T 2w forn| werer H TS = %
T SrareT SR =T T EYUTaT & SHTE 61 L GehdT Fifeh SEATSl o AT ¥ SqaeeTy al a1 i1
Hendt & fofm TR o1 AR Tl e ST ekl HEhd ATed H GHTST o ool i S A § AT ST o]
GOl GHTST o STl oh foIq 8 Hf 1w H Tgh €U 2| SIaed SUMuE § AT 98l 63 €1 §H §8eh a9 U
qATE, S 3W TR

SITATATHE He Afcdhsd T S |
ST STa H U € 9T T 16 ©H Ul o Ueh U8 e H seralT & Forel Ueh-gae o it 5T 3T widl a1 g affeeh
Teh GO shi il T sh TarTel Torct: 1 forehférd €1 STt 2| el shelet sl 2hl STl A1 Eleht Equl Sfter ST o
7T 3 3% o1 ST 21 ST ogien W ST ek SITer §H QT ek ST i o forg ST et 81 W
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Introduction

Indian contributions to the world in the form of Upanishads, Vedas, and the concepts
mentioned in them need no specific introduction. The term Veda means 'knowledge' and in
particular 'an unbroken flow of knowledge' (Muller, 2000). The Vedic texts are considered to
have been delivered by God through sages to enhance human existence on the earth (Pandey,
2005 a). The word Veda is derived from the Sanskrit word 'vid', which means to 'know'. They
are religious texts of Hinduism and are believed to inform about existential knowledge
concerns (Doniger, 2023). Although seen as authorless, they are also believed to propagate
knowledge which is 'best' in acquisition (Griffith, 2003). They are considered perpetual and
divine in origin (Dalal, 2014). A Veda s a collection of ideas as hymns in the Sanskrit language

in praise of gods personified as natural phenomena (Doniger, 2023).

The content in the Vedas focuses on an ultimate philosophy, and they are considered to be the
oldest treatise of human philosophy. They are attempts to gather divine information about the
universe, terrestrial, atmospheric, and all other secrets of the cosmos, which were delivered to
the seers after deep meditation. They are supposed to be the basis of Upanishads, texts which

are the basis of Indian philosophy (Parashar, 2018). Vedas are divided into parts as follows:

The Samhitas (mantras), the Aranyakas (rituals and ceremonies), the Brahamanas
(commentaries on rituals), and the Upanishads (discussion on meditation and philosophical
aspects). The Samhitas are the primary textual parts of the Vedas, which contain the hymns.
The Brahmanas are comments on the Sambhitas. They provide an explanation of Vedic hymns.

The Aranyankas are the forest books, describing the way of life for ascetics living in forests
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(Sehgal, 2020). The Upanishads are the end texts of the Vedas and deal with the ultimate
philosophical and mystical content of the Vedas. These are taken as the essence of the Vedas.
In their descriptive form in the collection, Vedas are of four categories. These are the types of
Vedas: Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samveda, and Atharvaveda. The three Vedas- Rigveda, Samveda,

and Yajurveda are called 'vedatrayi' or trilogy of Vedas (IGNCA, 2023).

The content and subject of the Vedas can be divided into three broad categories- Karma Kanda,
Upasana Kanda, and Jnana Kanda, dealing with rituals, worship, and knowledge, respectively
(Atmanism, 2015). Rigveda connotes initiation with the word 'Rig', which is derived from the
Sanskrit meaning rich. It means the hymn of praise called mantras and is considered as the
oldest treasury and compendium of wisdom (IGNCA, 2023). This collection (Sambhita) is seen
as a compilation of several works. The Rigveda Samhita is seen as a collection of hymns called
'rik' in praise of deities. Worshippers, in turn, look for favours in return for these praises. It
comprises 1,028 suktas. These hymns have verses which are divided into ten mandalas or
books, which have impenetrable knowledge describing the observed world, rituals, and divine

world (Jamison & Brereton, 2014).

The Veda Yajurveda is derived from 'Yaj', meaning prayers to be offered in the form of
'mantras' during 'yagya'. The term 'yagya' can also be taken to denote all individual and societal
activities and behaviours which are performed for the utmost benefit of human beings and
society (Pandey, 2005 b.). It also describes in detail the behaviours and practices which should
be followed for this purpose, and these pertain to social, political, diplomatic, religious, and
economic activities. It has a total of 1,975 mantras (Pandey, 2005 b.) and is cited as the pillar
of the Rigveda and the Samveda (Staal, 2008). There are two parts of this Veda- Vajasaneyi
or white text, and the Taittiriya or black text. These divisions basically indicate the nature of

clarity of these texts as clear or white and unclear or black (Griffith, 2003).

The Samveda is the third Vedic text. This Veda aims at synchronicity. It suggests that
knowledge, actions, and worship should be with God. This synchronicity forms the base of a
world-level harmony. To achieve this, one must aim at oneness with life forms, world, and god
as components (Pandey, 2005 c.). It is also called the book of chants and is the shortest of all
the types of Vedas. The Samans are the chants, and the Samveda is taken as the prime Veda,
as Lord Krishna described in the Bhagwatgita that '"Among the Vedas, I am the Samveda'
(IGNCA, 2023).
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The Atharvaveda is a later version of the Vedas and is considered separate from the trinity of
the three Vedas because it does not deal with the ritualistic aspect. Rather, its focus is on spells
to deal with diseases, removing demons, hymns related to the forces of the universe, and hymns
concerning rituals and ceremonies (Lopez, 2021). It is also considered the source of Ayurveda.
It is the Veda of the 'Atharvanis' wherein 'Atharvan' indicates a priest. It also denotes a 'yogi'
or a stable-minded person. It is described as the only Veda dealing with both worldly and
spiritual concerns. The varied categories of 'mantras' in this Veda broadly deal with three
categories: a. Curing diseases and destroying evil forces, b. Creating peaceful, healthy,
wealthy, and long life, c. dealing with the ultimate reality, time, and death. It is defined as an
encyclopedia of multiple subjects (IGNCA, 2023). The Upanishads are called ‘Vedantas’ or
conclusions of the Vedas (NA, 2016).

The Upanishads are considered to mean the 'connect' and are one of the parts of the Vedas.
The word '"Upanishad' is a derivative of the root 'Sad', meaning 'to sit'. With this, the Prefixes'
Upa' and 'Ni' are added. 'Upa' means nearness, and 'Ni' is indicative of totality. Both combine
to indicate 'sitting nearby devotedly' (IGNCA, 2023). These are the concluding portions of the
Vedas and seek to describe the connection between humans and the cosmos, and are called
'Vedanta' or the conclusion of the Vedas. They are believed to have generated more interest
than any other contexts of the Vedas (Olivelle, 2023). They are also called the 'ripe fruit' of the
Vedas and form the knowledge section of the Vedas. The Upanishads are described as the most
extensively read Vedic texts, indicating the goal of the Vedas. They are believed to give
'rahasya' or a secret to the learner. The Upanishads are called the end or goal of the Vedas, as
they tend to explain the central theme of the Vedas (IGNCA, 2023). The aim of Vedanta is
Vedic knowledge, which aims at the knowledge of the 'braman' or 'brahm vidya'. This connotes
an eternal self, 'the One', or the person, or also sometimes as the sacred 'Om' (Muller, 2000).
The text of the Vedas from the Upanishads can be seen from the objective to the subjective

(Muller, 2000). The Brahman is also believed to be the truth and ultimate reality within us.

There is no unanimous opinion on the number of Upanishads. Some scholars suggest their
number to be 200. In this regard, there are ten Upanishads which have been defined as the
principal Upanishads. These are- Ken, Isha, Katha, Prashna, Mandukya, Munda, Taittiriya,
Aitareya, Brihadranyaka, and Chandogya. Different Upanishads are associated with the Vedas
(Swami & Yeats, 2003; IGNCA, 2023).
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The current attempt is bibliometric. A bibliometric study is defined as scientific in nature,
which can provide a quantitative description of data (Wang & Tian, 2021). It is defined as not
only a popular but also an intense methodology of describing the gradations of research in any
field. It also provides information on trends in articles, publication sources, collaborations in
research, geography of research, citations, publications, and other kinds of analysis, which can

also provide direction to future research (Donthu, Kumar, Mukherjee, Pandey, & Lim, 2021).

Methods and materials-
The Database for the current study is derived from the Web of Science (WoS), Scopus, and
Wiley databases. The search was conducted separately for the exact terms ‘Vedas’ and

‘Upanishads’.

The Scopus database is a unique combination of abstracts and citations and provides scholarly
information for numerous disciplines. It is highlighted as the largest database of peer-reviewed
work, ranging from various kinds of publications. With regards to subjects, they can be
observed as science, technology, medicine, social sciences, arts, and others (Elsevier, 2023). It

also has 'smart tools' to visualize the searches done.

Wiley Online is mentioned as one of the largest and 'most authoritative' collections of
publications in the form of books, chapters, journals, and others. It includes publications on
various disciplines covering sciences, social sciences, law, commerce, medicine, and many
others (Wiley, 2023). Since 2004, WoS has been one of the two large databases providing
bibliographic information on multiple disciplines. Given by Thomson Reuters, it has records
from 1900 to the present. With several databases (Annie, Haralstad, & Christophersen, 2015),
citation searches with diagrammatic presentations can be done through WoS (Annie, Haralstad,
& Christophersen, 2015). The citation research output is in the form of indexing, citation
details, journal information, authorship information, country of publication, and other
bibliographic content (Ramlal, Ahmad, Kumar, Khan, & Chongtham, 2021). WoS is the most
trusted global citation data provider. It has 1.9 billion cited works. The WoS Core Collection
provides information on more than 115 years of the highest quality research (Clarivate, 2022).
It includes three indices- The Science Citation Index expanded (SCI-EXPANDED), Social
Sciences Citation Index (SSCI), and Arts and Humanities Citation Index (AHCI), with
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information from 1989 to present (Clarivate, 2022). The WoS Core Collection is forwarded as
a 'premier' resource of WoS, and has more than 21,100 worldwide peer-reviewed journals in
more than 250 disciplines related to the sciences, social sciences, and arts and humanities. A
commercial license is required to do analysis (Ramlal, Ahmad, Kumar, Khan, & Chongtham,

2021).

The focus of the current examination is to examine the research done on 'Vedas' and
'Upanishads' separately in the academic world through the Scopus, WoS, and Wiley databases,
and in detailing their nature with regard to bibliometric information on publications,
authorship, and others. The data generated is examined through the VOS Viewer software. It
acts as a tool for generating and depicting bibliometric information by providing help in
analysing networks, geographies, and mapping of bibliometric information for the data (VOS

Viewer, 2022).

Analysis and Results- The following bibliometric information on the topic was generated
upon research from the respective databases:
A. Vedas- The output on this search can be analysed as follows:

(1) Scopus database- The database provided results from the year 1865 to the
present. In this, publications on the topic 'Vedas' indicated that more
publications were picked from 2005 onwards, and in these publications, the
University of Oxford dominated the totals, as can be seen from Fig.1. The
database generated around 4,000 articles. For network analysis, around 3,500
keywords were identified in these publications.

Fig.1. Institutions with Publications on ‘Vedas’
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Source- Author, 2022, from Scopus database, analysed in VOS Viewer
1.6.18

It further provided information on keywords and indicated that the dominant
ones in this category were ‘human’, ‘India’, ‘vedas’, and ‘vedic mathematics’

in the descending order. The other details are visible in Fig.2.

Fig.2. Keywords in Publications on Vedas

,{5&., VOSviewer

Source- Author, 2022, from Scopus database, analysed in VOS Viewer

1.6.18

In these publications, the subject area with the maximum share is Arts and
Humanities, with 32% of the publications, followed by Social Sciences with

24.2%.
(i1) Web of Science (WoS)- It generated 158 results on the topic 'Vedas'. The

publication themes are visible in Fig. 3.
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Fig.3. WoS Publications on Topic ‘Vedas’
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Source- WoS database, 2023

Publication details on publishers indicated that Elsevier had the maximum

publications, followed by Springer Nature, as can be seen in Fig. 4.

Fig. 4. Publishers on the topic ‘Vedas’
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The citation report indicated that 158 articles were cited 1,106 times.
Information extracted on titles and abstracts suggested that around 4,300 items
were derived in which the terms had a concentration around the term 'vedas' in
the publications from 2005-2020, as can be seen in Fig.5. Other terms

concentrated around medicine, science, and technology.

Fig.5. Co-occurrence of keywords on the topic ‘Vedas’
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Fig.6. Key words in Publications on the Topic ‘Vedas’
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Source- Author, 2022 from WoS database, analysed in VOS Viewer 1.6.1Wiley
database- In this database, a search was done to check the individual publications on

the Vedas. The search revealed the following results till publications in 2023:

Table 1. Details of Publication on Vedas in Wiley Publications

Veda No. of Publications
Rigveda 214
Yajurveda 52
Samveda 4
Atharvaveda 5

Source- Author, 2023, from the Wiley database

B. Upanishads- The output on this search can be analysed as follows:

(1) Scopus database- Search on the topic generated 176 documents when searched
for abstract, title, and keywords. Results indicate that document publication
gathered pace on the topic after 2007. Documents as per country indicated that
Indian publications on the topic had the maximum share, followed by the
United States, the United Kingdom, and Ukraine. Details on affiliations as per

institutions indicated results, as can be seen in Fig.7.

Fig.7. Institutions with Publications on ‘Upanishads’
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Source- Author, 2022, from Scopus database, analysed in VOS Viewer
1.6.181In this category also, Arts and Humanities had the maximum share with 45.5%
of the publications, followed by Social Sciences at 20.3%. The co-occurrence of
keywords gave only three main keywords in the publications, as 'brahman' and

'human'.

25 ISSN: 2583-391X SeaUET AT Hael



(i)  WoS- Here, the results on the term 'Upanishads' indicated that works in
Philosophy were the maximum, followed by Religion. The database did not
provide much output in numerical terms, as only 59 publications could be
outlined. These were cited 81 times. Taylor and Francis and Wiley did the most
publications on the topic.

(1)  Wiley database- It generated 888 results on the topic ‘Upanishads’, with the
International Review Mission having the maximum publications. Articles and
chapters occupied the highest category of publications.

Thus, it can be seen that the works observed on the topic have significance in

publications in the 20" century only. They are also not in number.

Conclusions- Thus, it can be seen that a limited number of published works are observed on
the topic of 'Vedas' and 'Upanishads'. Whatever publications are observed, they are basically
concentrated on the philosophical aspects of these works. Not much detailed information can
be generated from the well-recognised databases with regard to the diversity of publications
on these texts or topics associated with them. Since these texts are defined as unparalleled and
unprecedented in their contexts in the world, more focused research can be helpful in bringing

out the objectives of Indian philosophy to the world.
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Introduction

Standard development benchmarks like economic growth and political steadiness are not
sufficient ways of measuring a country’s development. Macroeconomic indicators like the
Gross Domestic Product or per capita income provide information on the economic welfare of
the country as a whole, but give little or no information on the quality of life for people, their
freedom, or their opportunities. On the other hand, Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach
emphasizes people’s actual freedom by assessing the development of actual capabilities—the
ability of individuals to do things they have reasons to want (Sen, 1999). Sen claims that the
growth of economic rates, pursuing economic growth and development itself, is not the ultimate
goal, but a freedom-enhancing tool to help people make the lives they want. This paper uses
the capability approach to critically evaluate the economic and political liberalization in India
and how good freighting has contributed to India’s growth in improving freedoms and reducing
inequalities. However, modern India has its share of paradoxes, and it cannot be regarded as a
model developmental state since the realization of elementary liberties such as education,
health, and political rights remains an exception to the rule (Dréze & Sen, 2013). The fact that
economic performance does not necessarily translate into genuine human development is
shown when analyzing the role of continued social injustice and spatial fragmentation that keep
unfavourable economic condition attitudes from achieving entire segments of the populace
(Nussbaum, 2000). That is why the use of the Capability Approach helps to reveal India's
perspective of development not only through economic criteria. Sen's approach highlights the
need for people's capabilities—what permits them to be agents of doing and being and being

capable of doing what one has reason to value, including education, health, and being free from
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discrimination (Alkire et al., 2007). India remains a country with high rates of illiteracy and
high rates of child and maternal mortality. But these problems do not affect all layers of society:
poor people remain poor and continue to face these problems (Banerjee, 2015). For instance,
while there are numerous state and federal crusades against poverty, a large number of women,
the lower castes, and rural people remain incapable of purchasing many basic commodities and
services (Chatterjee, Chowdhury, Mahindra & Mahindra Limited & LAWFARM, 2004). Indian
political development is equally complicated. On the one hand, the country has a rather active
and developed democratic system together with a working legal framework, the purpose of
which is to ensure justice and equality (Mukherji, Ganguly, & Mukherji, 2010). Meanwhile,
political enfranchisement still lags, as structural problems like corruption, lack of political
representation and capacity, and poor governance prevent true, structural democratic
engagement. Therefore, it will be possible to clearly and unequivocally conclude that political
liberties are essential in the concept of development when it is viewed through the lens of the
Capability Approach. Chatterjee et al. (2004) explain that meaningful social and political
engagement, voting, and justice are key enablers that have a positive impact on the ways human
beings live their lives. This paper also assesses India’s legal and policy measures concerning
the capability deprivation of the needy groups. There are several such programs, like the
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) and the Public Distribution System,
which are mainly aimed at providing employment and procuring food grain for availability to
the poor (Nussbaum 1999, United Nations Development Programme, 2020). However, the
impact of such programs as a means of improving real freedoms remains mixed (Alkire, 2007),
including economic status and voting rights, among others. India's HDI has also increased, but
there are still large variations in health and education indicators between different areas of the
country (Osmani, 2016). This paper will use several sources to understand how policies, socio-
economic differences, and political enfranchisement have influenced India’s growth. The
Capability Approach provides a more refined assessment of these processes regarding plausible

real freedoms instead of merely GNI (Sarr & Ba, 2017; Schmidt et al., 2021).

Theoretical Framework: The Capability Approach

The Capability Approach developed by Nobel laureate Amartya Sen suggests shifting from the
measurement of development by gains in gross domestic product or per capita income to the
improvement of an individual's freedom. The classical utilitarian indicators of development,

like the gross domestic product or income status, emphasize resources and production
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outcomes. However, the Capability Approach moves beyond these limitations by asking a more
fundamental question: Do individuals have the real opportunity to live the lives they value?
This framework is built around three key concepts: services, potentials, and operations.
Functionings represent potential things that a person may consider as worthwhile, and can be
doing or being in a certain state, such as being healthy, having a satisfactory living standard, or
engaging in communal life. On the other hand, capabilities are the rights or freedom one
possesses or gets to pursue those functions. These can be: civil, political, and social rights such
as the right to education, the right to health, the right to vote, and others. Agency is key to Sen’s
thought-provoking ideas, as he underscores the concept of people’s capacity to achieve certain
goals and objectives. The agency allows people to make decisions as to how they wish to live
their lives, about the various values they hold, and in this case, free from the restraints of the
economic, social, or political systems (Sen, 1999). It presents a much better picture of
development than solely focusing on the economic growth of any given country, since it admits
that growth does not equate to the welfare of people. This is particularly so in the Indian context,
where high economic growth rates have been accompanied by enduring social injustice and
differential rights concerning elemental facilities such as education and health care (Dréze &
Sen, 2013). India’s economic development policies have largely sought the rate of GDP growth,
where the capability approach gives insights into the disparities in the distribution of
capabilities amongst society. For example, poor and subordinated women, rural population, and
tribal people in India are still struggling to enjoy basic rights and are unable to attain the genuine
freedom that could enable them to participate in the nation’s economic and political life

effectively (Nussbaum, 2000).

Economic Development in India: A Capability Perspective

Another argument is that the economic liberalization process started in India in 1991 has led to
considerable economic growth. Still, this growth has not led to commensurate Human
Development for all Indians. Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach is a more suitable tool for
understanding this inequality, the necessities linked to it, and opportunities as a measure of
growth rather than GDP. Although noticeable progress has been made on levels such as literacy,
health, and employment, a rise in inequality persists when it comes to these opportunities, with
women, lower castes, and rural dwellers being left behind. This section reviews India’s

economic growth in light of capability deepening.
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Growth vs. Human Development

In the past, since the opening up of the Indian economy in 1991, India has seen an economic
growth rate of over 6-7 % per year for the past few decades. However, despite this economic
growth being celebrated globally, it has not led to the growth of human capacities, especially
for the deprived groups within society. Amartya Sen — again- offers a useful perspective for
evaluating India’s growth, since the Capability Approach, which he formulated, posits that
growth itself will not occur if it is not accompanied by an increase in individuals' real freedoms
and choices (Sen, 1999). Education and literacy have known a marked change in India. Over
the last two decades, education has increased by 52% from 1991 to 60.1% in 2011 and 77.7%
in 2022 (Banerjee, 2015). However, these improvements have been blinded by large gaps that
exist across regions, genders, and caste populations. Inequality of education, rural people of
India, women, and lower castes are still suffering, and the situation in Kerala and Bihar is quite
different. Such imbalances protect against capability deprivation,wherein economic growth has
not automatically led to adequate growth in the educational capability provision. Healthcare has
also been made access-friendly with the launch of schemes such as the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM) and, more recently, Ayushman Bharat. However, even these efforts have not
been sufficient to ensure that the health requirements of the burgeoning population of India are
met satisfactorily. Challenges like infrastructure problems, staff paucity, and unequal
distribution of health facilities, including medical services, compound inequality within a
region, especially rurally (Alkire, 2015). The UNDP (2020) reveals that India is making
progress in terms of life expectancy and other health indicators, but health disparities between

the urban and rural populations remain large and affect the poor.

In the case of employment, the labour market in India remains dominated by an informal
economy where more than 90 percent of employees and workers have no social security, no
employment benefits, and no job security (Banerjee &Ghatak, 2015). The liberalization of the
Indian economy has since opened up job opportunities, particularly in the urban areas, but these
reforms have not undone the dynamics of the segmented employment market. Qualified women
and other socially deprived sections like Dalit and Adivasi women are also virtually locked out
of highly secure jobs to enhance their capabilities to build a better economic future for

themselves (Chatterjee, Chowdhury, Mahindra & Mahindra Limited, & LAWFARM, 2004).
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Even today, the highest level of real GDP per capita continues to reflect the deficiency of
economic growth relative to human capabilities. This is true for India, especially as experienced
by women and girls, which is reflected in India's HDI ranking of 131 out of 189 in the year
2020 (United Nations Development Programme, 2020). This gap indicates a need for
development strategies that allow for the expansion of capabilities, especially for the post-

modern growth-excluded population

Social Inequalities and Capability Deprivation

India has been experiencing steady growth in its economy; however, social inequities have
become a thorny issue in the society based on caste, gender, and regionalism. These disparities
are a product of India’s history and existing social relations, which define the capabilities of
individuals at present. The problem of caste differentiation has not been fully addressed, so the
caste system significantly hinders equal development. A social hierarchy is operated in India,
and the lower castes, Dalits, and Adivasis belong to the inferior class and are again
discriminated against in domains like education, health care, and politics (Mukherji, Ganguly,
& Mukherji, 2010). The Capability Approach developed by Sen shows that growth should not
be defined by gross domestic product but by the freedom people have. As the case is in India,
caste-based discrimination greatly hampers these opportunities. For example, children
belonging to lower castes are less likely to go to school or do not get proper education, and
hence their employment potential and social promotions are also limited in the future (Banerjee,
2015). Besides, health and medical facilities are also a privilege for most of these castes and
hence increase inequality in health among the castes (Alkire, 2007). Another big hurdle to
achieving development equity in India is gender disparity. Women, hence, even up to this
Generation, have limited educational and health rights and employment opportunities,
especially if they hail from rural areas (Nussbaum, 2000). Even though there are attempts at the
political, legal, and policy levels on the balance of power between genders, including the
affirmative action that sought to ensure that at least one women sit in the local parliament, the
gender disparities in employment and literacy are still closely observed (Nussbaum, 1999). The
continuation of patriarchal practices also restricts women's decision-making capacity and their
opportunities and thus erases their capability. One major challenge that is attributed to regional
disparities also provides a challenge to inclusive development. Kerala and Tamil Nadu show

far better results on indicators concerning health and education than Bihar or Uttar Pradesh.
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These regional disparities result in differentiated endowments according to the place of
residence for people across the regions (Dréze & Sen 2013, p. 1). Very often, economic
opportunities are urban-based; hence, the rural people, especially the populations within the
less developed states, have poor access to education, health, and employment (Sarr & Ba, 2017).
The Capability Approach shows that social injustice by caste, gender, and regional disparities
still prevents a significant part of the population in India from enjoying real choices. This
capability deprivation makes those groups of people disadvantaged and unable to harness the
fruits of development in India, making them out of the development equation (Osmani, 2016).
Addressing these inequalities is essential for creating an inclusive development strategy that

enhances the real opportunities available to all citizens.

Political Development: Enhancing Capabilities through Democratic

Institutions

India’s political journey may have had its origin in democracy, but the country has had its share
of issues like corruption, social exclusion, and regional disparities. Applying Amartya Sen’s
capability approach, this section assesses how democratic institutions have promoted or
restricted capabilities regarding agency, participation, and political enabling. Engaging the
analysis of democratic participation, rights, and politics, as well as grassroots legal activism,
the goal of the analysis is to determine to what extent Indian political experience enhances
people’s freedoms, enfranchises democracy, and reduces domination of structural power,

providing the latter with opportunities to lead meaningful lives in a democracy.

Democratic Empowerment and Political Participation

In the six and a half decades that the country has been independent from British rule, India's
political systems have gradually consolidated democracy, with India becoming the largest
democracy in the world. Having this in mind, it is quite visible that even today, India's political
realm is concerned with corruption, violence, and social exclusion. This section therefore
discusses political participation and resultant democratic rights in terms of the capability
approach with specific reference to agency, governance, and civil society as analyzed by
Amartya Sen. People’s participation in the Indian democracy has been considered vibrant due

to free and fair elections, the existence of a strong civil society, and freedom of speech and
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press through which the various groups can participate in politics. But the more pertinent
question is whether this level of engagement has made any difference in allowing people and
giving them the capacity to shape governance. India has a pluralistic political system open to a
vast measure of involvement, but most particularly the Dalits, Adivasis, and women often
encounter obstructions preventing them from exercising their rights to participate in democracy
(Banerjee, 2015). As Sen (1999) has rightly pointed out, freedom is not merely the libertarian
freedom to participate; it is the freedom to participate effectively. In this regard, the Capability
Approach also provides an opportunity to speak more categorically about the weakness of
political institutions in India and their ability to promote genuine agency and political
enfranchisement. Civil society, as well as social activism, has contributed significantly to the
strengthening of political skills in India by providing social entities where even political
capability does not exist or is dormant. For instance, the Right to Information (RTI) movement
and the National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights have emerged to be effective in demanding
changes, particularly on issues of transparency and accountability (Mukherji, Ganguly &
Mukherji, 2010). Nevertheless, such movements, on the one hand, tend to be challenged by the
existing political elite and, on the other, have mixed effects on the most vulnerable groups of
the population. The Capability Approach states that to empower people, they must not only be
able to participate in civil society; they must be able to transform their lives. This divergence
between capability and achievement in political liberties is still one of the persistent issues in
the development of democracy on Indian soil (Alkire, 2007). In India, the political institutions
are more formal and pluralist, but are influenced by corruption and violence, which restrain the
political institutions from promoting the capabilities of the people. Election material is often
manipulated, and the whole electoral process does not offer citizens effective participation in
governance. In addition, political violence, including in areas of insurgency or ethnic conflict,
limits the political liberties of citizens. Schmidt, Strotmann, & Volkert (2021) established that
the economic and political status of the rural areas in the country is limited, which increases
voter disadvantage. Hence, although India is a democratic country that recognizes people's
formal political rights, its openness jeopardizes the efforts to develop capabilities because of

corruption, violence, and social exclusion.
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Legal Framework and Social Justice

The Indian legal framework facilitates the safeguarding of the liberties of people, as well as the
promotion of societal justice and change applicable to different categories of citizens by
constitutional protections such as affirmative action for the backward classes, women's status,
and anti-discriminatory plans. However, the role of these legal frameworks as agents of change
for real freedom and enhanced individual capabilities is still a work in progress. Affirmative
action results in SCs, STs, and OBCs having access to educational institutions, public
employment, and political offices, which have helped enhance the capabilities of socially
excluded people. In Nussbaum's (1999) work, he explained that affirmative action policies
provide political and social capabilities that are essential for people in disadvantaged groups to
have access to resources and to be treated with dignity. Nevertheless, these legal actions have
been under numerous criticisms by the upper-caste groups, while their execution is partial,
especially in villages. The Capability Approach in question extends the notion of legal rights
beyond the mere expansion of certain rights so that people cannot exercise these rights in full
measure due to social or economic restrictions. Gender rights have also improved in India; the
law of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act and the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act increased women's capabilities. But as Nussbaum (2000) points out,
the legal rules securing gender equality are frustrated by existing social structures and an
ineffective judiciary to enable women from translating legal freedom into substantive freedom.
For example, women in rural areas cannot get legal remedies, and cases of either domestic
violence or sexual harassment take time to be dealt with or dismissed because the judicial
systems are corrupt or inefficient (Schmidt, Strotmann, & Volkert, 2021). Litigation continues
to be a major problem in India, especially for those in disadvantaged society. This House of
Justice is well known to be slow, with cases taking anything from years to decades to be
determined. It also deters a person’s right to pursue remedies for injuries or problems that they
may wish to, and it also erodes. However, corruption in the judiciary inextricably compounds
inequality, given the key role played by those in a better position to corrupt the grey area and
tip the scales in their favor (Chatterjee et al., 2004). The Capability Approach also recognizes
that justice is central to freedom, and where people cannot exercise their rights to receive justice
within a reasonable time and in a fair manner, their freedom to live the kind of life they would
like is hampered (Sen, 1999).In areas of social justice, India has undergone a legal revolution,
especially in the form of preferential policies or gender rights, but due to some structural

problems, such as corruption, delays, or lack of legal material support, more legal changes bring
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less effective results in India. In the same way that Dréze and Sen (2013) claim, there is a need
for the legal entrenchment of rights and the rolling back of social and political constraints to
exercising those rights. In this regard, the capability approach provides the theoretical ground
for assessing how effectively this legal structure promotes real freedom and develops people’s

capabilities in India.

Conclusion: Evaluating India’s Development

India has been making fast economic growth over the last few decades, and it has a democratic
system that is adequate for political rights. But as this dissertation has shown, when seen
through the Capability Approach lens, this growth and this democratization have not mapped
sufficiently onto improvements in the real freedoms and capabilities of citizens. Authors agree
that economic development has happened mostly for the growth of cities, the middle class, and
other privileged castes and classes, and not for the SCs, STs, women, and other socially
backward classes whose capacities are controlled structurally. The major barriers to the
development of capabilities across many regions in India include social injustice, gender bias,
and regional disparities. For example, women cannot easily obtain an education, medical care,
or jobs; Dalits and other untouchables can barely penetrate the political and economic arenas.
Even though theoretically, people of all origins can address the judicial and political instances,
frequently they do not receive justice, and their participation is limited due to corruption and
the slowness of bureaucracy. The problem of inadequate public service delivery, health care,
and education in these areas means that the citizens cannot achieve their optimum potential. In
response to these issues, the policy prescriptions should reflect the enhancement of human
capital provision and politicization, plus the economic enfranchisement of society. Equality
policies that aim at improving educational possibilities, healthcare, and legal rights of some
groups of people are useful to widen capabilities. In addition, the improvement of anti-
corruption activity, judicial reform, gender equality, and rural development programs is
necessary to guarantee social reforms in India alongside healthy economic growth. Thus,
development in India must not be defined primarily from an economic perspective; rather, it is
how many people can enjoy the fact that India has been making fast economic growth over the
last few decades, and it has a democratic system that is adequate for political rights. But as this
dissertation has shown, when seen through the Capability Approach lens, this growth and this

democratization have not mapped sufficiently onto improvements in the real freedoms and

44 ISSN: 2583-391X SeaUET AT Hael



capabilities of citizens. Authors agree that economic development has happened mostly for the
growth of cities, the middle class, and other privileged castes and classes, and not for the SCs,
STs, women, and other socially backward classes whose capacities are controlled structurally.
The major barriers to the development of capabilities across many regions in India include
social injustice, gender bias, and regional disparities. For example, women cannot easily obtain
an education, medical care, or jobs; Dalits and other untouchables can barely penetrate the
political and economic arenas. Even though theoretically, people of all origins can address the
judicial and political institutions, frequently they do not receive justice, and their participation
is limited due to corruption and the slowness of bureaucracy. The problem of inadequate public
service delivery, health care, and education in these areas means that the citizens cannot achieve
their optimum potential. In response to these issues, the policy prescriptions should reflect the
enhancement of human capital provision and politicization, plus the economic enfranchisement
of society. Equality policies that aim at improving educational possibilities, healthcare, and
legal rights of some groups of people are useful to widen capabilities. In addition, the
improvement of anti-corruption activity, judicial reform, gender equality, and rural
development programs is necessary to guarantee social reforms in India alongside healthy
economic growth. Thus, development in India must not be defined primarily from an economic
perspective; rather, it is how many people can enjoy the lives they want, the lives that are

fulfilling, worthy, and non-deprived, and in which inequalities are minimized.
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The Emergence of Hindutwa in 21* Century

Anup Kumar Mahto

Freelance Writer

About 400 years ago, one popular Bhakti poet of Maharashtra, who was also known for his
knowledge of the Quran and Hadiths, Eknath, was on his way home after taking a bath in the
Godavari River. A notorious Muslim, after chewing a pan spat on him. Eknath, without uttering
a single word, went back to the river and took his bath. He again encountered the same Muslim
who, it seems, was waiting for freshly bathed Eknath's arrival only to spit on him. These acts
of spitting and bathing went on for a while. A crowd gathered to see who would win this
'contest'. Though in the end, the Muslim gave up spitting and withdrew shamefacedly. This
story reflects the image of Hinduism as it was prevalent for centuries in this part of the world.
It is undoubtedly the best way to change someone's mind, but practically only saints can do

this; not any normal man.

Great Freedom fighter Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar openly opposed this concept of
Hinduism and said that it would tarnish the image of Hinduism and gradually convert it into a
timid race; that's why he supported the idea of Hindutva in 1921-22. Predominantly, he is
considered the father of Hindutva. Still, the concept of this term was first created in 1892 by
Chandranath Basu (1844-1910), who coined the term in his book Hindutva — ‘Hindu Prakrit
Itihaas’. He used the term Hindutva, which translates to "Hindu-ness in masculine form", to
denote the religious dominance of the neo-Sanskritised Hindu people. The term ‘Hindutva’

comes in many distinct forms:

(A) Hindu nationalism is a political ideology that asserts that the Bhartiya national identity and
culture are inseparable from Hinduism.

(B) It indicates five essential elements of India’s socio-cultural life- first faith in pluralism as
a core value for human evolution; second, nation as a deity, Mother Goddess, a superior
identity; third, harmonious balance between matter and idea which leads to unity between
living and non-living things; fourth, quest for egalitarianism; and fifth, defusing Semitic impact

on national life which attempts to deculturize the Hindu minds.

58 ISSN: 2583-391X Seauey AT Heel



(C) As per Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Hindutva as an ideology must be understood as distinct
from Hinduism as a religion - not all adherents of Hinduism subscribe to Hindutva—and
Savarkar's original definition asserts Hindutva as an ethnic category and eschews a specific
religious connotation. In current practice, the ideology tends to be strongly pro-Hindu and

staunchly anti-Muslim. However, supporters often define Hindutva in purely cultural terms as

a "way of life.”

The re-emergence of Hindutva as a latest, dynamic, and nationalist philosophy in the first two
decades of this century can be considered as the most important historical event in Bharat-
Bhoomi. For the last 400-500 years, the term 'Hinduism', which has been the most prominent
'way of life' (Dharma), has always been depicted as a society, which is shattered into and
divided into hundreds of castes and sub-castes, several languages, and numerous regional
cultures and traditions. The intellectual forces that defined these terms were so strong and
influential that they deliberately ignored the bright side of Hindu Dharma (the way of life) of
the Bhartiya sub-continent. Hindutva believes that we had a great past and many of the social
evils that we now encounter, such as Sati-Pratha, Caste-discrimination, Ghunghat, Parda,
Bhrun-hatya, Bal-vivah, confining women into houses, have their origin in the medieval era
and not in ancient Bharat. These social evils were developed by different communities,

probably to save themselves from the barbaric invaders.

It’s a historical fact that Hinduism never tried to become an expanding religion by using force.
It never tried to attract people from other religions or cultures by forcefully converting them,
but it always expanded through culturally and academically influencing others, and unlike
Islam, never expanded militarily or forcibly or by luring others like Christianity. In some ways,
it was good, but at the same time, it had some bad effects too. In 1947, when Bharat gained
independence from the British Empire, Muslims got a separate nation, Pakistan, because their
leader, Mr. Jinnah, had thought that Islam was a separate nation, so Muslims needed a separate

country.

On the other hand, the innocent and helpless Hindus living on the western banks of the Indus
River had to leave their homes where they had been living for hundreds of years. They had to
leave all their belongings and come to Bharat as refugees, just to save their lives and their
religious beliefs. The situation of Hindus in this part of Bharat was also not satisfactory, as the

top politicians were busy only in appeasing the minority community and ignoring the real needs
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of the majority community. Thus, the Hindus of the newly independent Bharat became helpless
and confused in their own land. 'Hinduism', which has been the greatest civilization ever
developed on our planet, is now struggling to maintain its existence in its own motherland.
This is one of the saddest events in the history of mankind, and nothing can be more devastating
and painful for any community. Now, when a new generation of Hindus is asking questions
about this injustice, the leftists are simply calling them 'communal’. Are they really communal?

Is it not an injustice? It is a big question!

After losing the Lok Sabha elections in 2009, the BJP decided to promote Shri Narendra
Damodardas Modi as the future candidate for the post of Maha-Amatya (Prime Minister). This
was one of the path-changing and revolutionary ideas in the history of Bhartiya politics. By
abandoning the ancient idea that only the elite class can hold the post of Prime Minister. Maha-
Amatya, Modi emerged as a Hindu icon in a natural process as he faced and braved a continued
and unjustified onslaught by leftists and Islamic fundamentalists combined. RSS supported him
for his uncompromising attitude towards the re-emergence of Bharat. The rise of our Maha-
Amatya (Prime Minister), Sri Narendra Modi, from such a simple background to the highest
post in constitutional Bharat astonished the entire world. This was a remarkable and unique
event in any country like Bharat. Here we need to note that an OBC or a woman becoming a
head of state is new for modern Bharat, but not for ancient Bharat. We have plenty of such
examples wherein 'deserving' persons from Sikh, Maratha, Maurya, Pasi, Chandal, and even
women from other communities (those are now being considered as OBC or Dalits) had

become the rulers.

Hindutva has always been articulated by Leftists as a result of post-colonial Bharat, which re-
establishes this collective identity through a political lens and, in more contemporary terms,
explicitly as a resistance to British rule. Today Hindutva has enabled Hindu leaders like Shri
Kapil Sharma of the BJP to issue a public ultimatum declaring to the Government that if the
police did not clear the streets of a protest against a new citizenship law seen as anti-Muslim,
his supporters would be 'forced to hit the streets'. This can't be seen as a sudden change, but it's
an effect of emerging Hindutva in Bharat-Bhoomi. This change is exactly 180 degrees against
the age-old perception of Hinduism. As per the author's personal opinion, “/¢ started on the
basis of Newton's third law, which says, for every action there is always an equal and opposite
reaction. So, now 'Hindutva' emerges as a reactionary result of all atrocities and

discrimination done against Hindus in the last 2-3 centuries.”
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The administrative decisions taken by the present Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Himanta
Biswa Sarma, to eliminate the root cause of many problems in Assam have proved the new
idea that 'the most deserving person can come from any background'. He has rejected the
concept of Western secularism in Assam. He had taken many steps towards the revival of
‘Sanatan’ values in the Bhartiya society. During the 19th period, he announced relief packages
for temple priests in Assam, which are clear signs of the rise of 'Hindutva' in the new Bharat.
Mr Sarma openly claimed that all Bhartiya people following other religions are descendants of
Hinduism. Indeed, it is a way of life. How can anyone stop it? It has been flowing through the

thousands of years in this part of the world.

Again, the decision of Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath Ji, not to attend his
father's funeral due to his scheduled meetings in various programs for the prevention of
COVID-19 in the state, shows the true character of Hindu ideology and is a perfect example of
'selfless duty'. At many places, Yogi Ji has openly declared that Yogi always works for the
benefit of society. His achievement in converting UP from Uttar Pradesh to Uttam Pradesh is
a great achievement. Now the whole world is praising Yogi Ji's ability and commitment to
make his state "Aatmanirbhar’ and his tireless efforts to increase its economy to a One Trillion

US dollar economy by 2027.

Now, Hindus have accepted this proven fact that greatness does not come by mere birth, but it
can also be achieved by going through hardships and circumstances. Acharya Chanakya

described this in his book some two thousand three hundred years ago, F&w: #Hm #ery wafd, 7
s1/° (A person becomes great not by his birth but by his deeds). Once this new order is

established and accepted by all the Hindus in Bharat, no one can stop Bharat from becoming
Vishwa Guru, and Hindutva will certainly be the driving force behind it. This is the best path
to achieve world peace and harmony with brotherhood by the first half of the 21st century.

A new definition of nationalism has emerged not only in Bharat but also all over the world.
This philosophy advocates selfless and dedicated service to one's country. And the entire credit
for recognizing the changes in Bharatiya society goes to the Most Reverend Sarsanghchalak,

Dr Mohan Bhagwat Ji. Along with this, he never minds honouring any common volunteer like

61 ISSN: 2583-391X SeaUET AT Hael



Late Mangal Prasad, who dedicated his entire life to the responsibility of 'cook' at the RSS
headquarters in Nagpur.

The construction of the Ayodhya Ram Mandir has also played an important role in the history
of Bharat. This temple has not only instilled a sense of nationalism in the minds of the non-
Hindu population of Ayodhya but has also helped develop communal harmony among the
followers of all religions there. The resolution of the centuries-old dispute has become a symbol
of unity, bringing together people from different backgrounds to celebrate the shared cultural
heritage of this land. Now, the heads of Muslims are also seriously thinking about resolving

the pending cases of Krishna Janmabhoomi and Kashi Vishwanath Temple.

Critics often call Hindutva an attempt to establish Hindu supremacy in Bharat, but now it has
proved wrong. Now everyone has realized that Hindutva is not against any Bhartiya citizen or
followers of any faith, as we all are the descendants of the great Gods of this holy land. Most
Reverend Sarsanghchalak, Dr Mohan Bhagwat Ji has made it clear by defining ‘who is a
Hindu’ in the simplest way during his Hyderabad speech in December, 2019, "Every Bhartiya,
who considers Bharat as his motherland, no matter where he is from, whatever language he
speaks or whatever religion he follows, is a 'Hindu'." He also added that Bharat, by culture and
traditions, believes in Hindutva ideology. His statement has revealed the truth of Hindutva.
Hindutva is just a new name given to its refined form of age-old Hindutva. Now there is no

space for any kind of confusion or miscommunication.

Moreover, 'Hindutva' is spreading its ideology by implementing new, remarkable ideas of
‘Ghar-Wapasi’. This has already started in various parts of Bharat, and now many non-Hindu
Bhartiya people are voluntarily giving up their artificial identity and returning to their original
roots. And now the followers of Hindutva are also accepting them wholeheartedly. This is a
revolutionary development initiated in Bharat-Bhoomi, and this process will definitely gain
momentum in the coming years. As per a PTI Report, Vishva Hindu Parishad leader Shri Pravin
Togadia claimed that the VHP alone had reconverted more than five lakh (500,000) Christians
and two and a half lakh (250,000) Muslims. He is reported to have said, "Our rate of Ghar
Wapsi used to be around 15,000 each year. But last year, we have crossed the mark of 40,000;
If Hindus need to be in majority in Bharat and to save our religion, we have to engage in many
more Ghar Wapsi drives to bring crores of others into our religion" The time has come when

all Hindus should unite and try to use their best ability to bring back the lost glory of Bharat as
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it has become their moral duty. The RSS claimed to have Ghar Wapsi of 53 tribal families in
2017 in Jharkhand. Their heads were smeared with sandalwood paste, and their feet were
washed by Hindu Priests in a purification ceremony. "You cannot call it conversion. We are
only bringing back our lost brothers and sisters to their religion," a local BJP functionary

claimed.

RSS strongly believes that Bharat, in its present form itself, is a Hindu nation and there is no
need to convert it to any religion as it's 'a way of life'. RSS is making an effort only to make
everyone realise that the nation derives its strength from its ancient values, traditions, and
knowledge, and that is why it is a Hindu nation. Mr Mihir Meghani, co-founder of the Hindu
American Foundation, a longtime member of the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, writes in his
book Hindutva: The Great Nationalist Ideology, “India’s future is determined. Hindutva is
here to stay. It is up to Muslims to decide whether they will join India’s new nationalist spirit
or not.” Today, the philosophy of 'Hindutva' is unanimously accepted as the only way to
achieve this great objective in a very practical way. Mr Balmukund Pandey, head of the RSS's
History Research Branch, says: “The time has now come to restore the glory of Bharat’s past
by establishing that the ancient Hindu scriptures are not myths but facts.” 1t is the duty of
every Hindu to do their best to consolidate the Hindu society. This way, our great nation,

Bharat, can reveal the path of peace, harmony, and universal brotherhood to the entire world.

63 ISSN: 2583-391X SeaUET AT Hael



64

-

TEqh TH AT

D

ISSN: 2583-391X

Seauey AT Heel



The Coming Wave by Mustafa Suleyman
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