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Contributions of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to the Social Sector

Dr. Chandresh B. Mehta

Assistant Professor,

Shree J.D. Gabani Commerce College &
Shree SAS College of Management,
Gujarat

Introduction

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), founded in 1925 by Dr. Keshav Baliram Hedgewar,
is one of the largest voluntary organizations in the world. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) is one of India's most prominent socio-cultural organizations, established with the aim
of uniting and strengthening Hindu society while instilling discipline and cultural pride. Over
the decades, the RSS has expanded its activities beyond its initial focus to include extensive
social service initiatives in areas such as education, health, social, and self-reliance programs.
Its contributions during crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, have further highlighted its

role in grassroots mobilization and community support.

This research paper examines the public perception of the RSS's social sector contributions,
drawing insights from survey responses collected from individuals across various
demographics, including students, professionals, and educators. The survey explores
awareness of the RSS's social work, its impact on marginalized communities, and the
effectiveness of its volunteer-driven initiatives during emergencies. Additionally, it assesses
opinions on the organization's inclusivity, self-reliance programs, and overall service
performance. The research explores awareness of the RSS's initiatives, opinions on its impact

during the pandemic, and evaluations of its service performance.

The findings aim to provide insights into how the RSS's social work is perceived by different
segments of society, the effectiveness of its initiatives, and the extent of its influence in
fostering self-reliance and communal harmony. By analysing these responses, the paper seeks
to contribute to a broader understanding of the RSS's role in India's social sector and its

implications for community development and national integration.
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Literature Review

Chitranjali Negi (2023), “Shakha to Society: Unveiling the RSS Influence in Modern India: A
Critical Analysis”, Research paper. The research paper by Chitranjali Negi provides a
comprehensive analysis of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), exploring its historical
roots, ideological foundations, organizational structure, and multifaceted influence on modern
Indian society. The paper notes the adaptability of this system, including specialized branches
like IT Milan for tech professionals, which reflects the organization's ability to modernize while
retaining core values. This paper highlights the RSS has actively engaged in social service,
disaster relief (e.g., 2001 Gujarat earthquake, 2004 tsunami), and educational initiatives (Seva
Bharati). These efforts are documented in primary sources like news archives and NGO reports,

though critics argue they may serve ideological agendas.

Narender Thakur and Vijay Kranti (2023), About RSS, Book. This literature review based on
the book About RSS (edited by Narender Thakur and Vijay Kranti). The book About RSS
outlines the ideological foundations and societal role of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), portraying it as a socio-cultural organization committed to nation-building through
selfless service. It emphasizes the Sangh's contributions in fields like education, character-
building, and social cohesion, while addressing common misconceptions and criticisms. The
text highlights the RSS’s inclusive definition of "Hindu" and its vision of a unified, spiritually

rooted Indian society.

Dr. Suresh Vadranam (2023), “Retrospect and Prospect of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) in Nation Building”, Research paper. This study traces the RSS’s evolution from its
inception in 1925 to a nationwide cultural and social movement aimed at uniting Hindu society.
It emphasizes the RSS’s extensive contributions in times of national crisis particularly during
the Partition, Emergency, and natural disasters through disciplined volunteer service and relief
work. The paper critically explores both the organization’s ideological roots in Hindutva and

its perceived role in shaping modern Indian nationalism and politics.

Pranay Kumar Tiwari and Dr. Alok Kumar (2023), “The Organisation of a Social Movement:
The Case Study of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh Movement in Bharat”, Research paper. This
study views the RSS not just as an organization but as a structured social movement focused
on "man-making" (Vyakti Nirman) for national reconstruction. It highlights the RSS’s

decentralized yet disciplined organizational framework, its unique training system through
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shakhas and pracharaks, and its expansive social outreach, including SC/ST welfare, women’s
empowerment, and disaster relief. Grounded in sociological theory, the paper presents RSS as

a grassroots force shaping both individual character and collective national consciousness.

Pranay Kumar Tiwari and Dr. Alok Kumar (2023), “The Organisation of a Social Movement:
The Case Study of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh Movement in Bharat”, Research paper. This
paper analyzes the RSS as a well-organized social movement rather than just an ideological
body, highlighting its unique structure based on volunteerism, daily shakhas, and extensive
training. It explores how the RSS fosters national integration and character-building (Vyakti
Nirman) through educational, cultural, and social service activities. The empirical data from
200 members affirms the RSS’s perceived role in promoting unity, aiding marginalized

communities, and responding effectively during national crises.

Dr. Satish L. Chaple 1 and Dr. Vivek M. Diwan (2024), “Role of RSS in nation-building
through social contribution”, Research paper. According to Chaple and Diwan, the RSS’s
contributions span several domains including education, rural development, disaster relief,
healthcare, and social harmony. Its ideological foundation is rooted in selfless service (seva),

with character-building and discipline at the core of its social initiatives.

Research Gap:

Above review of literature shows that several studies have explored the ideological foundation
and selective social activities of the RSS, such as education, health and disaster relief. There is
limited empirical research that holistically evaluates RSS’s current contributions across the
broader social sector. Public perception, regional impact, and outreach to marginalized
communities remain under-researched. Therefore, this study aims to fill the gap by
systematically examining the RSS’s present-day role in the social sector and nation building.
Hence the researcher has decided to study on ‘The Contributions of Rashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh (RSS) to the Social Sector’.
Research Methodology

Research Statement

“The Contributions of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to the Social Sector.”
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Significance of the Study

This study aims to provide a balanced assessment of the RSS’s social sector activities. It
explores public perception and the real-world impact of these efforts. The findings will
contribute to the academic understanding of civil society organizations in India. The research
will also serve as a valuable resource for policymakers, social workers, and scholars. It

highlights the link between voluntary service and ideological movements.

Objectives of the Study
The objectives of this study are:
1. To examine the RSS’s contributions to the social sector.
2. To assess public awareness and perception of the social contributions of RSS.
3. To understand trust, inclusivity, and impact of RSS’s social work across communities.
4

To determine the public’s willingness to join RSS or promote similar models.

Research Method

Research Design: Descriptive and exploratory in nature.

Primary Data: Collected through a structured Google Form survey titled “Contributions of RSS
to the Social Sector”, including both qualitative and quantitative questions.

Secondary Data: Reviewed from books, academic papers, journals, and published reports on
the RSS’s organizational structure, ideology, and documented social service initiatives.
Sample Size: 129 respondents who are familiar with RSS or have witnessed RSS social work
or who are not familiar with RSS of Surat Mahanagar.

Sampling Technique: Purposive non-probability sampling.

Data Analysis: Percentage distribution and graphical representation were used to analyse

survey responses compiled in excel format.

Limitation of the Study

1. The data is limited to respondents accessible via online surveys, which may not represent
the entire population. The present study has collected the data of Surat Mahanagar and other
cities of Gujarat only.

2. Respondent bias and subjectivity may influence the perception-based responses.

Scope of the Study
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The research focuses on the perceived social impact of the RSS in areas such as education,
health, disaster relief, environment, caste-based outreach, and women's empowerment, based
on the feedback of general respondents. Similar research may be conducted for Gujarat and

other states of Bharat and also for different work areas of RSS.

Data Analysis
The present study, the researcher has collected primary data through structured Google Form

survey.

Overview of the Survey

Total Respondents: 129

Geographical Coverage: Predominantly from Gujarat (e.g., Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat,
Rajkot)

Demographics:

Students: 34.9% (45 Respondents)

Professionals/ Job: 27.9% (36 Respondents)

Job: Professor: 24% (31 Respondents)

Job: Teacher: 10.1% (13 Respondents)

Retired: 3.1% (4 Respondents)

Awareness and Engagement
Awareness of RSS: 87.6% of respondents are aware of the RSS.
Awareness of RSS Social Work: 82.2% are familiar with RSS’s community and social service

iInitiatives.

Interested in joining RSS

Number/ variables Yes No Member of RSS
1. Percentage 45% 14.7% 40.3%
2. Respondents 58 19 52

This reflects a strong willingness to engage with the organization among both youth and

working professionals.
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Performance Evaluation of RSS's Social Service

Respondents rated RSS's social service performance on a scale of 1 to 5:

Rating Percentage Respondents
Excellent (5) 66.7 % 86
Good (4) 20.9% 27
Average (3) 9.3% 12
Poor (2) 0.80(<1%) 01
Very Poor (1) 2.3% 03

It has been concluded that over 85 % rate RSS’s work as Good to Excellent.

Respondents (Public) Opinion on RSS’s Social Contributions

Points Yes No
Social service work of RSS has had a positive impact on society 121 08
personally witnessed or benefited from any service activity 102 27
conducted by the RSS
RSS's work in health, education, or disaster relief has helped 118 11

marginalized communities

presence of RSS volunteers during crises 119 10

(like natural disasters or pandemics) make a meaningful difference

RSS volunteers work selflessly for the society 119 10
RSS gives equal service to all, regardless of caste or 117 12
religion

RSS contributed to improving self-reliance among the poor or 118 11
underprivileged

service work like that of RSS be promoted more widely across the 122 07

country

The above data reveals an overwhelmingly positive public perception regarding Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh's (RSS) role in the social sector. Below is a breakdown and interpretation

of each data point:

7 ISSN: 2583-391X SauTy Mer Heel



Positive Social Impact

121 respondents (93%) believe that the RSS has had a positive impact on society through its
social service work.

This high percentage suggests strong public approval of RSS’s grassroots outreach and

community initiatives.

Direct Experience or Observation

102 respondents (79%) have personally witnessed or benefited from RSS service activities,
indicating a substantial level of direct engagement or visibility of their work.

The relatively high number of firsthand experiences strengthens the credibility of positive

public opinion.

Support for Marginalized Communities

118 respondents (91%) agree that RSS’s work in health, education, and disaster relief has
helped marginalized communities.

This suggests that the RSS’s efforts are not only visible but are also seen as inclusive and

oriented toward social equity.

Crisis Response

119 respondents (90%) feel that the presence of RSS volunteers during crises (like natural
disasters or pandemics) makes a meaningful difference.

This reinforces the organization's reputation for swift, disciplined volunteerism in times of

national need.

Selfless Service
119 respondents (90%) also believe that RSS volunteers work selflessly, reflecting strong trust

in the motive and dedication of its workers.

Equality in Service Delivery
117 respondents (88%) agree that RSS provides equal service regardless of caste or religion,
addressing a commonly debated aspect of RSS’s ideological leanings.

This suggests a generally inclusive perception of the organization among respondents.

Empowerment of the Poor

8 ISSN: 2583-391X SauTy Mer Heel



118 respondents (91%) believe that RSS has helped improve self-reliance among the poor or

underprivileged.

This highlights the perceived long-term value and empowerment focus of RSS initiatives.

Promotion of Similar Models

122 respondents (94%) support the idea that service work like RSS’s should be promoted more

widely across the country.

This reflects not only approval but also aspirational endorsement of the RSS model as a

template for national service.

COVID-19 Service Contribution Analysis of RSS

Points Yes No
Food and Ration Kit Distribution 120  respondents | 9 respondents
(93.02%) (6.98%)

Blood and Plasma Donation Camps

117 respondents

12 respondents

(90.70%) (9.30%)

Shelter Facilities During Lockdown 120 respondents | 9 respondents
(93.02%) (6.98%)

Support to Hospitals (Masks, PPE Kits, | 116 respondents | 13  respondents

Sanitizers) (89.92%) (10.08%)

Overall Service During COVID-19 121  respondents | 8 respondents
(93.80%) (6.20%)

The above data indicates overwhelmingly positive public perception of the RSS’s COVID-19

relief efforts, with over 89% of respondents affirming each major service. Food distribution

and shelter facilities received the highest approval (93.02%), reflecting strong community

impact. Overall, 93.8% acknowledged the RSS's contribution during the pandemic, suggesting

broad recognition of its service initiatives.

RSS: Sewa
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1. In which of the following area(s )does the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) primarily conduct
its service work? 2A¥1 A4S el 1A=l US| sUL &t/ AAIH] Huad Ad 514 53 B2

129 responses

@ A. Education (218131
@ B. Health (e

C. Social and Self Reliance #IH1[%5
el 219G 0lef

@ D. All of the above GUreli ¢ o

The above chart indicates that most participants (86%) believed RSS conducted sewa activities

in four areas, such as education, health, social and self-reliance.

Major Social Contributions of RSS:

1. Education and Character Building:

The RSS has significantly contributed to education through its affiliates like Vidya Bharati,
Ekal Vidyalaya, and Shishu Mandirs. These institutions focus on value-based learning,
reaching rural and tribal areas, and promoting patriotism. RSS also emphasizes character-
building through daily shakhas, linking personal growth with nation-building. Pathdan Kendras
run by RSS-affiliated groups offer supplementary education, especially in underserved areas.

They focus on academic support, moral values, and cultural awareness among students.

2. Rural Development and Self-Reliance:

The RSS promotes rural development and self-reliance through efforts like the Deendayal
Research Institute, which champions organic farming, education, and self-employment. Its
model villages highlight sustainable living. Programs like Gram Vikas Yojana and farmer
empowerment initiatives focus on sanitation, water conservation, and vocational training to

uplift rural communities.
3. Healthcare and Public Welfare:

RSS and its affiliates play a vital role in healthcare for the underprivileged. Seva Bharati

operates hospitals, mobile clinics, and blood donation drives, especially in underserved areas.
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Initiatives like free medical camps, cataract surgeries, and maternal health programs, along

with services like Arogya Mitra and naturopathy centres, ensure accessible and holistic care.

Conclusion and Suggestions

Findings

The research findings indicate a highly favourable perception of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) among the surveyed respondents. A significant majority (87.6%) are aware of the
RSS, and over 82% are informed about its social service initiatives. More than 85% of
participants rate RSS’s social contributions as either good or excellent. Engagement levels are
especially strong among students and professionals, with a combined 85.3% either willing to
join or already affiliated with RSS. Furthermore, over 90% of respondents believe that RSS
has made meaningful contributions in health, education, disaster relief, women’s
empowerment, and social equality. Notably, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the RSS's
actions were seen as critical by more than 93% of respondents, who acknowledged food

distribution, shelter, hospital support, and blood donation drives as key interventions.

Suggestions

To further enhance its social outreach, the RSS may consider expanding awareness campaigns
in rural and underserved regions where knowledge of its work may still be limited. It should
also continue to develop educational and vocational programs, especially targeted at youth and
women, to promote leadership and self-reliance. Developing structured youth engagement
programs—such as leadership workshops, internships, and value-education modules—can
channel student interest into sustained participation. The RSS should also focus on
documenting its service activities through academic case studies and digital platforms to
improve visibility, accountability, and scholarly engagement. Collaborations with
governmental and non-governmental bodies in health, education, and disaster management
would allow for scalability and inclusiveness. The promotion of similar volunteer-based
service models inspired by the RSS approach can help foster a more cohesive and resilient
national community. Finally, scaling women’s empowerment projects and formalizing
alliances with educational and healthcare institutions will broaden inclusivity and amplify

RSS’s social-sector contributions.
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The data suggests that the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh has established itself as a pivotal

organization in Bharat’s social sector, combining ideological commitment with grassroots

action. Its broad-based recognition and credibility stem not only from long-standing service

but also from its rapid and effective mobilization during emergencies like the COVID-19

pandemic. Respondents across diverse professional and educational backgrounds perceive the

RSS as an inclusive, disciplined, and value-driven body that contributes actively to national

unity, upliftment of marginalized communities, and cultural integrity. The RSS model, rooted

in selfless service and organizational rigor, resonates strongly with the public and is viewed as

both relevant and replicable in the modern social landscape of India.
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The Ascendancy of Nationhood (Rashtratv) and Nationalism (Rashtrabhav) in Bharat
after 2014

Dr Rakesh Arya (Researcher)
Swadeshi Shodh Sansthan,
New Delhi

Theoretical and Conceptual Analysis: what is country, nation, state, nation-state, nationalism
and patriotism. A country is a geographical entity with defined borders, a government, and
sovereignty over its territory. It is a political and administrative unit recognized in international
law. Example: India, USA, France. A nation is a group of people (cultural unity) who share
common cultural elements like language, history, ethnicity, and traditions. A nation may or
may not have its own sovereign territory. Example: The Kurds, the Basques. A state is a
political and legal entity with a defined territory, a permanent population, a government, and
the capacity to enter into relations with other states (sovereignty). Example: China, Germany,
Brazil. A nation-state is a political entity where a single nation coincides with the boundaries
of a state. It is both a nation (cultural unity) and a state (political sovereignty). Example: Japan,
France. Nationalism is an ideological movement that emphasizes loyalty, devotion, and
allegiance to one’s nation. It seeks to promote national identity, sometimes advocating self-
determination or superiority over other nations. It can be civic nationalism (based on shared

values and institutions) or ethnic nationalism (based on common ancestry and culture).

Primordialism: According to this theory nations and nationalism are ancient, fixed, natural
characteristics rooted in shared language, ethnicity, culture, ancestry and historical continuity.
Prussian philosopher and theologian Johann Herder known for his cultural nationalism. His
ideas about nations were based on culture, language and shared history. Herder believed that
nations are organic groups with their own unique spirit. He thought that nations create natural
borders and that each culture develops from its language and shared history. He believed that
nation-states are an expression of cultural differences, not the creator of them. Johann Herder
considered key figures who argued for such a cultural definition of nationhood and nationalism.
While Indian nationalist philosopher Aurobindo Ghose in his book The Life Divine (1919)

viewed nationalism not just as a political movement but as a spiritual awakening of India. His

18 ISSN: 2583-391X SauTy Mer Heel



concept of ‘Sanatana Dharma’ and the idea of ‘Divine India’ shaped the Hindutva discourse
and even contemporary Indian socio-political churning. He emphasized spiritual resurgence,
self-sacrifice and reliance, cultural and national pride and the revival of ancient Indian
traditions. Aurobindo Ghose’s socio-political philosophy reaffirms the idea that India’s destiny

was linked to global spiritual evolution.

Indian political philosopher V.D. Savarkar in his book Hindutva: who is a Hindu? (1923)
formulate the concept of Hindutva. He distinguished between Hinduism (a religious system)
and Hindutva (a cultural and political identity). Savarkar argued that India should be a Hindu
Rashtra (Hindu nation) where people who consider India their Pitrabhumi (Fatherland) and
Punyabhumi (Holy land) for the core national identity. He was skeptical of Muslim loyalty to
India and believed that they should either accept Hindutva as their cultural identity or remain

politically marginalised.

Indian philosopher Swami Vivekananda’s views on nationalism were deeply rooted in his
vision of a spiritually awakened and socially progressive India. His idea of nationalism was
not based on territorial expansion or political dominance but on spiritual unity, self-confidence,
and service to humanity. Vivekananda believed that India’s national identity was built on its
spiritual and cultural heritage. He saw religion as the backbone of Indian civilization and called
for a revival of Hinduism based on its true essence- universalism, tolerance, and selfless
service. He urged young Indians to break free from the colonial mindset and rediscover their
cultural and philosophical heritage. He considered education the key to national regeneration.
He emphasized an education system that combined modern scientific knowledge with India’s
traditional wisdom. Unlike narrow religious nationalism, Vivekananda’s nationalism embraced
all communities, castes, and sects. He believed that India’s strength lay in its unity in diversity.
He called for harmony between different religious communities and criticized caste-based
discrimination. He saw the youth as the driving force of nationalism. Vivekananda’s
nationalism was not isolationist; he wanted India to engage with the world while preserving its
identity. His speech at the Parliament of the World’s Religions (1893) in Chicago presented
India as a beacon of spiritual wisdom. Swami Vivekananda’s ideas remain relevant in
contemporary India, particularly in the context of cultural revival, education reforms, social

equality, and the role of youth in national development.
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M. S. Golwalkar (1906-1973) was a key ideological figure in the development of Hindu
nationalism in India and served as the second Sarsanghchalak of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) from 1940 to 1973. His writings and speeches significantly shaped the discourse

on Indian nationalism and national identity, particularly from the perspective of Hindutva.

Guru Golwalkar’s interpretation of nationalism was deeply rooted in cultural and civilizational
identity. Golwalkar’s vision of nationalism was based on the idea that India’s national identity
was fundamentally Hindu. He argued that the Hindu civilization had provided cultural
continuity to India, and thus, the nation’s identity should be built around Hindutva. In We, or
Our Nationhood Defined (1939), he emphasized that the Hindu way of life, traditions, and
culture should define the Indian nation. Unlike the secular, territorial concept of nationalism
promoted by the Indian National Congress, Golwalkar believed that national identity should
be based on cultural unity rather than just political boundaries. He rejected the idea that merely

living in India made one part of the national fold unless they identified with Hindu culture.

Golwalkar viewed religious minorities, particularly Muslims and Christians, as groups that
needed to assimilate into Hindu cultural identity. He saw these communities as potential threats
to national unity unless they adopted Hindu cultural values. This idea was controversial and
opposed by secular like Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi. In his early writings,
Golwalkar appeared to draw from European nationalist movements, particularly the idea of
cultural homogeneity as a foundation for a strong nation. His comparisons with Nazi
Germany’s emphasis on racial purity were widely criticized, though later interpretations
suggested that he refined his views over time. Under his leadership, the RSS expanded
significantly and influenced Indian politics by promoting a vision of nationalism centred on
Hindu unity. His teachings laid the groundwork for the rise of political Hindutva, influencing

later organizations like the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP).

His ideas continue to influence Indian politics, particularly in the debates over secularism,
nationalism, and identity. The rise of Hindu nationalism in contemporary India reflects many
of Golwalkar’s ideological foundations, though his stance on cultural nationalism remains a
point of contention. Scholars and critics debate whether his vision of nationalism was inclusive

or exclusionary, especially in the context of India’s diverse religious and cultural landscape.
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American anthropologist Clifford Geertz explored nationalism through the lens of culture,
ethnicity, and symbolic systems. His views on nationalism can be understood primarily through
his work on ‘primordialism’ and ‘the integrative revolution’. Geertz argued that nationalism is
deeply tied to primordial attachments, such as language, religion, ethnicity, and historical
tradition. Geertz examined nationalism in postcolonial states, especially in Asia and Africa,
where new nations had to reconcile ethnic and regional diversity with state-building. Geertz
emphasized the role of symbols, rituals, and cultural narratives in shaping national
consciousness. He believed that nationalism was not just about political organization but also
about creating a shared sense of belonging through historical myths, traditions, and cultural
practices. Geertz was sceptical of Western models of nationalism being imposed on post-
colonial societies. He argued that each nation had unique cultural and historical trajectories,
making nationalism a highly context-specific phenomenon rather than a one-size-fits-all
ideology. His work remains relevant for understanding ethnic conflicts, multiculturalism, and

the challenges of national integration in diverse societies.

British historical sociologist Anthony D. Smith was a prominent scholar in nationalism studies,
known for his contributions to the understanding of nations, nationalism, and national identity.
His work bridges modernist and ethno-symbolist perspectives on nations and nationalism. His
main concepts are Ethno-Symbolism: Smith challenged purely modernist theories of
nationalism (like those of Ernest Gellner and Benedict Anderson) by emphasizing the deep-
rooted cultural and historical elements of nations. He argued that nations are not purely modern
constructs but have pre-modern ethnic foundations. The concept of ‘Ethnie’: He introduced the
idea of ‘Ethnie’ (premodern ethnic communities) as the historical and cultural basis for modern
nations. He emphasizes the role of myths, symbols, and traditions in shaping national
consciousness. The Ethnic Origins of Nations (1986): in this book he argues that modern
nations evolve from earlier ethnic communities rather than being entirely new formations. His
work remains foundational in nationalism studies, influencing scholars who examine how

historical narratives, cultural memory, and identity shape modern political communities.

Modernisation theory: Modernization theory of nations and nationalism argues that nations
and nationalism are products of modernity, emerging primarily due to social, economic, and
political transformations such as industrialization, urbanization, literacy, and the rise of
centralized states. Nationalism is seen as a relatively recent phenomenon, emerging mainly in

the 18th and 19th centuries. This perspective challenges primordialist views.
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Social-anthropologist Ernest Gellner argues in his book Nations and Nationalism (1983)
nationalism is a modern phenomenon, closely linked to industrialization and the transition from
agrarian to industrial societies. Gellner defines nationalism as a political principle that holds
that the political and national unit should be congruent. In agrarian societies, people were
divided by rigid social hierarchies, localized cultures, and different dialects. Industrialization
demanded a mobile, literate, and homogenous workforce with a standardized language and
culture to facilitate economic growth and communication. This created the need for a
centralized education system that fostered a shared national identity. Pre-modern societies had
multiple local cultures (‘low cultures’). Industrial societies required a unified and standardized
‘high culture’ to integrate people into the national economy. The state played a key role in
promoting this high culture through education and institutions. Gellner believes nations are
socially constructed through historical processes. Gellner argues that nationalism is not just an
ideology but a functional requirement of modern industrial society. It helps create the social

cohesion necessary for industrial economies to function effectively.

Political scientist and historian Benedict Anderson is known for his seminal work of Imagined
Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (1983). He argues that
nations are ‘imagined political communities’ and imagined as both inherently limited and
sovereign, because their members, even in the smallest nations, will never know most of their
fellow citizens, but they feel a sense of shared identity. Anderson highlights the role of print
capitalism (the rise of mass media like newspapers and books) in shaping national
consciousness by creating a shared language and discourse. Anderson also examines how
nationalism was adapted in the colonial and postcolonial contexts, particularly in Asia and

Latin America.

British historian of nationalism Eric Hobsbawm in his book Nations and Nationalism Since
1780: Programme, Myth, Reality (1990). His approach to nationalism is rooted in historical
materialism, viewing nations as modern constructs rather than ancient, natural entities.
Hobsbawm argues that nations are not immemorial but are modern phenomena, primarily
emerging from the late 18th century onward. He views nationalism as a product of economic,
social, and political changes, particularly the Industrial Revolution and capitalist

modernization.
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He makes a distinction between proto-national identities (such as religious, linguistic, or
regional identities) and modern nationalism, which only fully emerges in the 19th century.
State-led nationalism (from above) often plays a crucial role in shaping national consciousness.
Hobsbawm emphasizes the role of states, elites, and intellectuals in constructing national
identities rather than nations arising “naturally” from the people. He sees nationalism as a
political project that is often engineered by ruling elites to mobilize populations. Hobsbawm
introduced the concept of “invented traditions”, arguing that many national symbols, myths,
and customs are artificially created to instil a sense of continuity. These traditions help in
legitimizing national identities and binding people to the state. Hobsbawm suggested that
globalization and supranational institutions (e.g., European Union, United Nations) were

weakening traditional nationalist sentiments.

Modernization theory remains a foundational perspective in understanding nations and
nationalism. It highlights how structural changes- industrialization, state-building, and mass
communication- have shaped national identities. However, contemporary scholars often
integrate modernization theory with other approaches, such as ethno-symbolism and

constructivism, to provide a more nuanced view of nationalism’s origins and evolution.

Constructivism and instrumentalism: nations and nationalism are social and political constructs
shaped by historical and ideological processes. American sociologist Liah Greenfeld in
Nationalism: Five Roads to Modernity (1992) examines the emergence and spread of
nationalism in five societies: US, Russia, UK, France and Germany. She identified three ideal
types of nationalism: first, individualistic-civic nationalism, second, collectivistic-civic

nationalism (US, UK and France), and third, collectivistic-ethnic (Russia and Germany).

American political scientist Paul Brass in his book Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and
Comparison (1991) explores the origins of nationalism. Brass argued that nationalism is not an
inherent or primordial identity but rather a product of political and social mobilization. He
emphasized the role of political elites and institutions in constructing ethnic and national
identities to serve political interests. His contributions to the study of nationalism are
significant, particularly in how he conceptualized ethnic and national identities as dynamic,

socially constructed phenomena rather than fixed categories.
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He challenged the idea that ethnic groups are naturally occurring and instead focused on the
political and economic conditions that shape identity formation. Brass extensively studied
communal violence in India and its connection to nationalism. He argued that nationalist and
communal identities are often manipulated by political actors to consolidate power, as seen in
his influential work The Production of Hindu-Muslim Violence in Contemporary India (2003).
Brass introduced the concept of an “institutionalized riot system”, where political actors
actively shape and sustain communal tensions. He analysed how national identity is formed

through continuous political contestation rather than historical or cultural continuity.

His theories remain crucial for understanding nationalism in South Asia, particularly in the
context of India’s changing political landscape, ethnic conflicts, and identity politics. His

instrumentalist approach provides a counterpoint to primordialist perspectives.

Postcolonial and Critical Theories: These perspectives examine nations and nationalism in
the context of colonialism, power structures and identity politics. Indian political scientist
Partha Chatterjee known for his work on nationalism and postcolonial studies. In his seminal
work The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories (1993), argues that
Indian nationalism did not simply imitate Western and Eurocentric models but developed its
own distinct form. He critiques Benedict Anderson’s concept of imagined communities by
pointing out that nationalism in colonial societies emerged through a negotiation with colonial
rule rather than merely replicating European nationalism. Chatterjee differentiates between the
inner (spiritual, cultural) and outer (political, economic) domains of nationalism. While
colonial powers controlled the outer domain (administration, economy), Indian nationalists
sought to protect and assert control over the inner domain (culture, traditions, identity). This
distinction helps explain how nationalism in India maintained certain indigenous traditions

while simultaneously engaging in modern political struggles.

Post-colonial theorist Homi K. Bhabha offers a critical perspective on nationalism, particularly
through his concepts of hybridity, mimicry, ambivalence, and the Third Space. His work
challenges traditional, homogeneous notions of nationalism by emphasizing its fluid,
contested, and constructed nature. Bhabha views nationalism not as a fixed identity but as a
discursive construct- a product of storytelling, myths, and representations. He argues that the
nation is ‘written’ and ‘rewritten’ through cultural practices, media, and literature, making it

dynamic rather than stable. Nationalism often claims cultural purity, but Bhabha shows how it
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is actually hybrid, shaped by colonial and postcolonial interactions. The Third Space is where
cultural interactions generate new, hybrid identities, challenging dominant nationalist
narratives. This concept helps understand postcolonial nationalism, which is often caught
between colonial influence and indigenous aspirations. Bhabha’s work is crucial in
understanding how nations are imagined and how they negotiate cultural differences. His
critique is particularly relevant for postcolonial states like India, where national identity is
continuously negotiated through history, politics, and culture. His theories encourage a more

inclusive nationalism, acknowledging diversity rather than imposing a singular identity.

Dr B.R. Ambedkar and Indian Nationalism: Ambedkar had a complex and critical perspective
on nationalism. Unlike many of his contemporaries in the Indian nationalist movement,
Ambedkar viewed nationalism through the lens of social justice, particularly concerning caste
oppression. Ambedkar was deeply critical of Hindu nationalism, which he saw as rooted in
Brahmanical supremacy and caste hierarchy. He argued that Hindu society lacked a sense of
fraternity, which he considered essential for true nationalism. His works, especially
Annihilation of Caste, highlight how caste divisions prevented India from developing into a
unified nation. Ambedkar believed that nationalism should be inclusive and democratic. He
often spoke of the need for Dalits to assert their rights as a separate political community, which
led to his advocacy for separate electorates for Dalits in the Poona Pact (1932). He saw caste
oppression as a major barrier to national unity and believed that true nationalism could only

emerge by eliminating caste discrimination.

Unlike Mahatma Gandhi and others who emphasized cultural or spiritual nationalism,
Ambedkar’s vision of nationalism was rooted in constitutionalism and legal equality. As the
chief architect of the Indian Constitution, he ensured that India’s nationalism was based on
democratic principles, fundamental rights, and social justice. Ambedkar rejected the idea of
nationalism based solely on emotional or religious unity. He was wary of majoritarian
tendencies and warned that mere political independence would not lead to true nationhood
unless accompanied by social and economic justice. His advocacy for reservations and
affirmative action was part of his broader nationalist vision that sought to uplift marginalized
communities. Ambedkar saw the Indian nation-state as a necessary framework for justice but
believed that a true nation had to be built by ensuring the dignity and participation of all its
citizens, especially Dalits. His conversion to Buddhism in 1956 was a political statement

against the caste-based social order that he saw as antithetical to true nationalism.
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Ambedkar’s nationalism was fundamentally different from the dominant narratives of his time.
While he supported Indian independence, he insisted that a truly free nation must be built on
social justice, equality, and fraternity. His ideas remain relevant in contemporary debates on

nationalism, caste, and democracy in India.

B.R. Ambedkar and V.D. Savarkar held sharply contrasting views on Hindutva, Hindu identity,
and the Indian nation-state. While both were critical of certain aspects of caste oppression and
Muslim politics, their ideological foundations diverged significantly. Savarkar, in his book
Hindutva: Who is a Hindu? (1923), defined Hindutva as a cultural and political identity, not
just a religious one. He argued that a Hindu is someone who considers India both as their
pitribhumi (fatherland) and punyabhumi (holy land), thereby excluding Muslims and Christians
from this national identity. Ambedkar, however, rejected this exclusionary definition. In
Thoughts on Linguistic States (1955), he criticized Hindutva for being rooted in Brahminical
supremacy and for equating Hindu identity with nationalism, which he saw as a majoritarian
imposition. Savarkar claimed that caste divisions weakened Hindus and advocated for social
unity but did not propose structural changes to dismantle caste. His idea of Hindutva sought to
bring all Hindus together under a nationalist framework while keeping the social order intact.
Ambedkar, in Annihilation of Caste (1936), explicitly attacked Hinduism for being inherently
hierarchical and oppressive. He argued that Hindutva, instead of challenging caste oppression,
reinforced Brahminical supremacy under the guise of Hindu unity. Savarkar saw Hindus and
Muslims as distinct political entities. He advocated for Hindu political dominance and was a

proponent of militarizing Hindus to counter what he saw as Muslim aggression.

Ambedkar, while also critical of certain aspects of Muslim politics, opposed Savarkar’s
communal nationalism. In Pakistan or the Partition of India (1940), he noted that Hindu
nationalism, as defined by Savarkar, was as much a form of separatism as Muslim nationalism.
He argued for a constitutional and democratic framework rather than a religious-nationalist
state. Savarkar, though an atheist personally, saw Hindu culture as the basis for Indian
nationalism. Ambedkar, on the other hand, rejected the idea of Hindu cultural nationalism. He
argued for a secular state with constitutional safeguards for minorities and the oppressed. His

conversion to Buddhism in 1956 was a direct rejection of Hinduism and its social order.

Ambedkar’s critique of Savarkar’s Hindutva was fundamentally about inclusion versus

exclusion. While Savarkar sought Hindu unity under an ethnic-nationalist framework,
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Ambedkar saw Hinduism as an oppressive system that needed radical transformation.
Ambedkar’s vision was rooted in social justice and constitutional democracy, while Savarkar’s

Hindutva was majoritarian and exclusionary.

Dr B.R. Ambedkar had critical perspectives on both Mahatma Gandhi and Sri Aurobindo
Ghosh, particularly regarding their views on nationalism and national identity. His critiques
were largely shaped by his concerns about caste, social justice, and the nature of Indian
nationalism. Ambedkar and Gandhi had significant ideological differences, especially on caste
and nationalism. Ambedkar strongly opposed Gandhi’s idea of Varna-based social order,
where Gandhi sought to reform caste rather than abolish it. He rejected Gandhi’s advocacy of
Harijan upliftment without dismantling caste hierarchy, arguing that such reforms were
insufficient and merely reinforced upper-caste dominance. Gandhi’s nationalism was centred
on spiritual unity, rural self-sufficiency, and non-violence. Ambedkar, however, saw caste
oppression as a fundamental issue and argued that true nationalism could not exist in a society
where caste discrimination persisted. He believed that political freedom (swaraj) without social
equality would not create a just nation. He considered Gandhi’s methods paternalistic and
insufficient. While Gandhi used the term Harijan (Children of God), Ambedkar saw this as
patronizing and preferred a legal and structural approach to ensure Dalit empowerment. This
fundamental disagreement led to the Poona Pact of 1932, where Ambedkar had to accept

reserved seats instead of separate electorates for Dalits.

Ambedkar did not engage as extensively with Aurobindo as he did with Gandhi, but his views
on nationalism contrasted with Aurobindo’s spiritual and cultural nationalism. Aurobindo saw
India as a divine entity, where nationalism was a religious and spiritual awakening. Ambedkar,
in contrast, argued that nationalism should be based on social and economic justice rather than
spirituality. He was skeptical of nationalism rooted in Hindu revivalism, which he believed
excluded Dalits and other marginalized groups. Aurobindo envisioned Hinduism as a unifying
force for Indian nationalism. Ambedkar, however, saw Hinduism as the root cause of caste
oppression and argued that Hindu social order was inherently discriminatory, making true
national unity impossible without radical social reform. While Aurobindo sought a synthesis
of ancient Hindu traditions and modernity, Ambedkar advocated a break from traditional

Hinduism, proposing Buddhism as an alternative for Dalits and a more egalitarian society.
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Gandhi’s nationalism, based on moral and spiritual principles, was seen by Ambedkar as
inadequate for addressing caste oppression. Aurobindo’s nationalism, rooted in Hindu
spirituality, was seen as exclusionary and incompatible with Ambedkar’s vision of an
egalitarian India. Ambedkar’s own nationalism was deeply tied to constitutional democracy,
social justice, and economic equality, rejecting any notion of nationalism that upheld caste,

religious identity, or spiritual essentialism.

Michael Billig’s theory of banal nationalism (1995) argues that nationalism is not just about
grand and overt displays but is also reinforced through every day and mundane practices. It is
subtly embedded in daily life through symbols, language, rituals, and media, shaping how
people think about the nation. Applying this theory to India after 2014, we can see how

everyday nationalism has been reinforced by present government.

After 2014, India’s banal nationalism has been strengthened through routine symbols and acts
that continuously reinforce national identity. The increased emphasis on displaying the
tricolour in public places, schools, and government offices (e.g., the Har Ghar Tiranga
campaign). The mandatory playing of the national anthem in cinemas (2016 Supreme Court
ruling, later revoked). The widespread use of slogans like “Bharat Mata Ki Jai” “Jai Shriram”
and “Jai Hind” in public speeches and media. The push for renaming places to reflect
Indian/Hindu heritage (e.g., Allahabad to Prayagraj, Aurangzeb Road to Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Road).

Billig highlights the role of media in reinforcing nationalism unconsciously. In India, news
channels and social media constantly highlight national security, border tensions, and military
achievements. The mainstream bollywood films have increasingly featured patriotic themes,
such as Uri: The Surgical Strike (2019) and Shershaah (2021). The cricket matches against

Pakistan are framed as nationalistic events, fostering a sense of collective identity.

Under the BJP government, Hindutva nationalism has been normalized in everyday life. The
increased visibility of Hindu festivals and rituals in public spaces. The Ram Temple in
Ayodhya (2024) became a nationalist symbol, reinforcing the idea of India as a Hindu nation.
The promotion of Hindi as the national language and emphasis on Indian cultural values in

education and policymaking.
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The Indian military has become a key aspect of banal nationalism like Surgical Strikes (2016)
and Balakot Airstrikes (2019) were widely celebrated, reinforcing national pride. The slogan
“Modi Hai Toh Mumkin Hai” linked national security achievements to political leadership.
The Social media platforms have played a significant role in everyday nationalism: Hashtags
like #AtmaNirbharBharat (Self-Reliant India), #VocalForLocal, and #BoycottChina reflect
economic nationalism. The rise of “anti-national” discourse- branding critics as “anti-national”
or “urban Naxals” has further shaped public discourse. Since 2014, banal nationalism in India
has become more pronounced through everyday rituals, state policies, media, religion, and
digital spaces. Unlike overt nationalism, these elements subtly reinforce a Hindu majoritarian
identity and state-driven patriotism, making it an essential lens to study contemporary Indian

politics and society.

American sociologist Rogers Brubaker’s theories on nationalism, particularly his concepts of
“nationalism without groups”, “nationalizing states”, and “civic versus ethnic nationalism”,
provide useful lenses for analysing India’s political and social landscape after 2014. Brubaker’s
concept of the “nationalizing state” refers to a state where the dominant ethnic or cultural group
actively promotes its own interests, often through political, legal, and cultural means,
sometimes at the expense of minority communities. Since 2014, under the leadership of
Narendra Modi and the BJP, India has seen an increased emphasis on Hindutva nationalism,
with policies and rhetoric often framing India as a Hindu-majority nation. Policies such as the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) of 2019, debates over the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), and
the revocation of Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir reflect nationalizing tendencies aimed at
reinforcing a Hindu cultural identity within the Indian polity. The “Othering” of certain groups,

particularly Muslims and certain regional minorities, aligns with Brubaker’s idea that a

nationalizing state seeks to privilege one group over others.

Brubaker differentiates between civic nationalism, which is inclusive and based on shared
political values, and ethnic nationalism, which is exclusive and based on cultural, religious, or
ethnic identity. The rise of Hindutva nationalism marks a shift towards a more ethnoreligious
definition of Indian identity, moving away from Nehruvian secular and civic nationalism.
Campaigns like “Love Jihad”, “Ghar Wapsi”, and “anti-conversion laws” reinforce an ethnic-
religious definition of national belonging. The idea of “New India” under Modi is framed as
one that prioritizes Hindu civilizational glory, further blurring the lines between civic and

ethnic nationalism.
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Brubaker challenges the idea that nationalism is always driven by clearly defined ethnic
groups; instead, he suggests that nationalism can be a fluid and shifting construct, amplified by
discourse, media, and political actors. The use of social media and digital platforms has played
a crucial role in shaping nationalist discourse, often through WhatsApp, Twitter, and other
digital propaganda tools. Nationalist sentiment is not always tied to a single, rigid group but
emerges in response to events- such as border conflicts with China, the Pulwama attack, and
the Ayodhya verdict- which mobilize temporary nationalist fervor. The rise of “hyper
nationalism” in response to issues like India-Pakistan relations, Bollywood narratives, and
cricket suggests that nationalism is often performative and situational, rather than solely rooted

in pre-existing social groups.

Brubaker’s framework helps explain how nationalism in India post-2014 has evolved beyond
traditional ethnic and civic lines. India exhibits a nationalizing state tendency, a shift from civic
to ethnoreligious nationalism, and the rise of fluid, media-driven nationalist mobilization. His
theory helps contextualize the changing nature of identity politics, the centralization of power,

and the exclusionary tendencies of contemporary Indian nationalism.

Conclusion: The ascendancy of nationhood and nationalism in India after 2014, particularly
following the election of the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) under Narendra Modi, has been a
defining feature of Indian politics and society. This period has witnessed a resurgence of
nationalist discourse, shaped by a combination of political, cultural, economic, and security
factors. The BJP, with its ideological roots in Hindutva and cultural nationalism, has
emphasized a vision of India centred on Hindu identity, self-reliance, and civilisational pride.
Electoral successes in multiple state and national elections have reinforced the party’s
nationalist churning, often framed as a revival of India’s lost glory. Slogans such as ‘New
India’ and ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ have blended development with

nationalism.

The Ram Mandir movement saw its culmination in the construction of the temple in Ayodhya,
fulfilling a long-standing demand of Hindutva organisations. Nationalist narratives have
increasingly been tied to religious identity, with campaigns promoting yoga, Sanskrit, and
Vedic knowledge as symbols of India’s heritage. Controversies around issues like cow
protection, ‘Love Jihad’, and religious conversions have been framed within a nationalist

discourse.
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The Modi government has promoted self-reliance through the “Atmanirbhar Bharat” initiative,
encouraging domestic manufacturing and reducing dependency on foreign imports. Calls to
boycott Chinese goods, particularly after the Galwan clash in 2020, reinforced economic

nationalism.

The handling of cross-border tensions with Pakistan and China, including the Balakot airstrikes
(2019) and the Galwan Valley clash (2020), were framed as strong nationalist responses.
India’s increasing role in global platforms such as the G20, Quad, Global South and its
assertion of multi-alignment, strategic autonomy and pragmatism in the foreign policy reflect

a nationalist approach to global politics.

Bollywood has produced films with strong nationalist themes (e.g., Uri: The Surgical Strike,
The Kashmir Files, Article 370), reinforcing nationalist sentiment. The increased visibility of
nationalism on social media, with widespread use of hashtags like #BharatMataKiJai and

#JaiHind.

Efforts to revise history textbooks, emphasizing India’s ancient glory and minimizing Mughal
contributions, reflect a nationalist rewriting of history. Figures like Swami Vivekanand,
Savarkar, Sardar Patel, and Subhas Chandra Bose have been given greater prominence in

national discourse.

The post-2014 period in India has seen a significant transformation in nationalism, where
political, economic, and cultural narratives are deeply intertwined. While it has fostered a sense
of pride and unity, it has also led to polarization, with debates over inclusivity, secularism, and
democratic freedoms. The trajectory of this nationalist ascendancy will continue to shape

India’s domestic and foreign policies in the coming years.
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Book Review: India, Bharat and Pakistan: The Constitutional Journey of a

Sandwiched Civilisation by J. Sai Deepak

Deepak Singh

Research Scholar,

Chaudhary Charan Singh University,
Meerut

The book gives a broad and well-researched look at the political, religious, and constitutional
changes that took place in Bharat from the middle of the 18th century to the beginning of the
20th century. It is framed through the lens of what the author terms “Middle Eastern
coloniality,” a long-standing civilizational current that, in the author’s view, sought to re-
establish Islamic political supremacy in the subcontinent. Instead of seeing the creation of
Pakistan as a sudden result of political deals made in the 20th century, the author sees it as the
end of a process that has been going on for hundreds of years and is based on ideological
revivalism, pan-Islamic mobilizations, and a constant search for the return of Dar al-Islam. The
book rejects an Anglocentric framework that explains communal divisions purely as British
inventions, arguing instead that these fissures had deep indigenous origins that the colonial
state learned to exploit. The author asserts that conventional historical narratives frequently
"secularize" or minimize the overtly religious motivations of diverse movements. They
advocate for a decolonial perspective that opposes the perceived postcolonial sanitization of

politically inconvenient truths.

The first few chapters look at the intellectual history of Islamic revivalism in the subcontinent.
People like Syed Ahmad Sirhindi are shown as important figures in rejecting the mixing of
religions and insisting on strict adherence to the Sharia. They frame their project as one of
getting rid of Hindu cultural influence and bringing Islam back to its "most pristine form." Shah
Waliullah Dehlawi is then portrayed as a pivotal synthesizer of preceding revivalist ideologies,
offering a systematic elucidation of jihad not only as a spiritual practice but also as a political
imperative for the establishment of Islamic governance. This doctrinal base is seen as a direct

intellectual ancestor of the Wahhabi movement that started in the 1800s. The author establishes
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a distinct continuity between these intellectuals and the aggressive initiatives of subsequent

revivalists, dismissing interpretations that regard each as a separate historical occurrence.

The Wahhabi movement itself has been explored in great detail, including how it spread in
Bengal and the northwest, how it fought with both Sikh and British authorities, and how it
organized itself. The text challenges nationalist depictions of the Wahhabis as proto-
independence fighters, emphasizing that their aim was not a collective emancipation from
colonial domination but the reinstatement of Muslim sovereignty. The British didn't think the
threat was as big as it was at first, but the growing network of revivalist activists, preachers,
and fighters eventually led to more coordinated surveillance and countermeasures. The addition
of Section 124A (Sedition) to the Indian Penal Code in 1870 is seen here as a specific legal
tool meant to stop Wahhabi preaching, fundraising, and recruitment. This history is still

relevant to current discussions about sedition law in India.

Starting in the middle of the 1800s, the author names a group of ideological successors to the
Wahhabis. These include the Ahl-i-Hadith, the Deobandi and Barelvi schools, the Nadwah
reformers, and the Aligarh movement. It is said that they all took something from the
intellectual legacy of Dehlawi's school, but to different degrees. Even reformers like Syed
Ahmed Khan, who are often praised for bringing Western education to Indian Muslims, are
shown here as putting revivalist goals into the modern language of the nation-state, which is
an early version of the Two-Nation Theory. The author contends that Khan's political
philosophy consistently highlighted the uniqueness of Muslims as a political entity, their
historical legacy of governance, and their unsuitability for a system that equated them

politically with Hindus.

One of the most detailed parts of the book is about the 1905 Partition of Bengal. The author
agrees with Lord Curzon's reasons for his actions in terms of administration and economics,
but they also stress the importance of recognizing the role of pre-existing Muslim separatist
sentiment and increased Islamic consciousness. Some people say that the British took
advantage of these feelings to make Eastern Bengal and Assam a Muslim-majority province,
which they used to balance out the growing nationalist movement in Bengal. Muslim leaders
like Nawab Salimullah were happy about the partition and openly celebrated it. Hindu leaders,
on the other hand, started the Swadeshi and Boycott movements to fight against it. The 1906

Simla Deputation, in which Muslim leaders officially asked for separate electorates, is seen as
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a turning point in the constitutional structure that made communal representation a permanent
part of it. The All-India Muslim League was formed later that year, and this is seen as the

institutionalization of this separatist politics.

The book also talks about the divisions within the Indian National Congress at the same time
as the consolidation of Muslim politics. The 1907 Surat split was the result of a growing
ideological divide between Moderates, who wanted gradual reform within the British imperial
system, and Extremists, who wanted Swaraj and pushed for self-reliance. The story implies
that the British were good at taking advantage of these splits by supporting the Muslim League
as a loyalist counterbalance to more radical nationalist demands. People see the Morley-Minto
Reforms of 1909 less as a step toward democracy and more as a way to make separate
electorates official, which supports the idea of the Two-Nation Theory long before it became

official policy in the 1940s.

The years 1910 to 1924 are seen as a time when pan-Islamism, constitutional politics, and anti-
colonial nationalism came together in complicated and often contradictory ways. Hindu
nationalists were happy when the Partition of Bengal was canceled in 1911, but many Muslim
leaders were upset and became more involved in global Islamic causes, especially the fate of
the Ottoman Caliphate. The Lucknow Pact of 1916 is shown as a brief and difficult time of
cooperation between the Congress and the League. This was possible because the Congress
agreed to the League's demands for separate electorates. This partnership didn't last long
because the Khilafat Movement after the war changed the political scene. The author critically
analyzes the Khilafat era, presenting it as the most comprehensive manifestation of the
intersection between global pan-Islamism and Indian Muslim politics. Gandhi's choice to link
the Congress's Non-Cooperation Movement to the Khilafat cause is seen as a strategic mistake
that put religious goals ahead of nationalist ones. The book emphasizes that this alliance not
only did not bring about Swaraj, but also led to violent communal flashpoints, exemplified by
the Moplah rebellion in Malabar, which the author characterizes as a religiously motivated
massacre rather than a class-based peasant uprising. The Kohat riots and Malegaon
disturbances are two more examples of the Two-Nation Theory "in practice," showing how

deep the animosity between communities was at the time.

One of the most interesting things about the book is how it connects ideas and political events

over a long period of time. The author sees a constant thread running from Sirhindi's anti-
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syncretic theology, through Dehlawi's political jihadism, to the calls for separate electorates in
the 20th century, and finally to Partition. This continuity is not merely a loose analogy, it is a
demonstrable chain of influence substantiated by speeches, writings, and organizational
histories. This kind of framing goes against the common practice of putting early modern

religious movements and late colonial politics into separate analytical boxes.

The strength of the work comes from how deeply it engages with archives and how it doesn't
take traditional nationalist stories at face value. By including official letters, legislative records,
and speeches from the time, the author lets historical figures speak for themselves and makes
the ideological stakes clear. The incorporation of global contexts enhances the narrative,
emphasizing that political Islam in India was not merely a localized occurrence but rather an

element of a broader civilizational movement.

By tracing the origins of the Two-Nation Theory to a period preceding the twentieth century,
it necessitates a re-evaluation of the interpretation of India's constitutional history, especially
concerning minority rights, secularism, and communal representation. Its examination of
sedition laws and distinct electorates aligns with contemporary legal and political discourses,
while its focus on the influence of education and language in shaping political awareness

directly addresses current controversies regarding curriculum and cultural policy.

Hence, this book is both a historical account and a way to change the way people talk about
things today. It is not a neutral account of history but rather a work of engaged history that
contends the seeds of Partition were planted centuries prior to the formal political negotiations
of the 1940s. It provides a rich and difficult look at the ideological, political, and religious
forces that have shaped modern India for scholars and readers who are willing to engage with

its interesting framing.
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